PLUS: JERRY MAGUIRE KERMIT HEAT DOGME 95 AND FESTEN JANE CAMPION 
EXTREME CINEMA WHITE MEN CAN’T JUMP ABEL FERRARA MANHUNTER 


These days even watching TV 
can be a bit of an effort, what with a 
million-and-one digital channels to choose 
from. Time to stop that fruitless channel 
hopping and let the Guide, the unique TV and 
entertainment magazine free in Saturday’s 
Guardian, take the strain. With comprehensive 
seven-day TV listings for the week ahead plus 
previews of all the best shows on terrestrial 
and satellite TV, it will help you make sense 
of the schedules without lifting a finger. 


free thinkers welcome 


COVER PIC: LORENZO AGIUS 


Welcome to your free guide to Spring on FilmFour. In March, all the human drama 


of sport features in The Sporting Life season, including Hoop Dreams and Jerry Maguire, directed 
by Cameron Crowe. Crowe writes in this issue of his trip, with Tom Cruise, to persuade the 
90-year-old cinematic legend Billy Wilder to perform a cameo in the film (page 8). 

April is British Film Month on FilmFour and we are featuring the premiere of Elizabeth. 
Cate Blanchett is every bit as astonishing in the role as our cover shot leads you to believe. 
Also premiering is Carol Reed’s The Third Man, recently voted the best British film of all time, 
no less. This is its first showing on UK television. 

Looking ahead to the summer, and following on from the March premiere of 
Dogme 95 movie Festen, the highly controversial The Idiots will be showing 
on FilmFour. If you have yet to come across Dogme 95, the feature on 
page 14 will explain all. Early summer will also see a Tarantino season 
and the premiere of Swingers. 

Finally, Kermit. | can hardly believe it. Had | been told | could 
have any contributor from anywhere in the world — as long as they 
were amphibious — then I’d have called for Kermit. He flew 
over especially from the other side of the pond to chose two 
animal-related films for his Doubletake in April, and he still 
had time to fill in a questionnaire for us (page 41). 
Meanwhile, 


Wile 


Matthew De Abaitua, Editor 
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UNMISSABLE IN MARCH 


Mann Made 


Four films from director Michael Mann, whose reputation for 
stylish action movies grew out of his Silence Of The Lambs 
prequel, Manhunter and the infamous 1980s TV show, 
Miami Vice. His latest film, The Insider, a conspiracy thriller 
set in the tobacco industry, is heavily tipped for the Oscars. 


HEAT rnur 2 mar 10pm 

THE JERICHO MILE wen: mar spm 
LA TAKEDOWN tuur 2 mar spm 
MANHUNTER ri 3 mar 10pm 


AL PACINO FACES OFF AGAINST DE NIRO IN HEAT 


The premiere of Festen marks the debut 
of the Dogme 95 movement on British 
television. The strict rules of Dogme film 
(page 14) have made filmmaking 


accessible to a new breed of talent. | . 
| Dark and tense cult films from this 


genre-busting director. 


FESTEN sun 2c mar 10pm 


Highlights of this season include 

| ASSAULT ON PRECINCT 13 
SAT 18 MAR 10PM 

DARK STAR Fri 17 mar 10pm 
ESCAPE FROM NEW YORK 


MON 20 MAR 10PM 
HALLOWEEN sun 19 mar 10Pm 


CITY UNDER SIEGE IN ASSAULT ON PRECINCT 13 


independent 
Spirit Awards 


Awarded for unique and provocative 
films, this year, the nominations read 
like a who’s who of independent film. 


INDEPENDENT SPIRIT 


MON 27 MAR 8PM 


A FAMILY 
DINNER GOES 
= AWRY IN FESTEN TERENCE STAMP IN FILMFOUR PRODUCTION THE LIMEY 


ALSO SHOWING 
Extreme 


The Sporting Life 


This season of films about sport zeroes in on the conflict 
behind the on-field competition. Sport films concentrate all 
the drama of modern human existence — the fall from 
winner to loser, the power of money to corrupt talent — in 
the same way war films did for previous generations. 


Highlights of this season include 

BIG WEDNESDAY vues 7 mar 10pm 
THE CLUB wep 15 mar 12am 

DEATH RACE 2000 Fri io mar 10Pm 
FAT CITY rnur ic mar 10pm 
GREGORY’S GIRL wep is mar 10pm 


HOPES OF MAKING IT BIG IN BASKETBALL FOR THE KIDS IN HOOP DREAMS 


HOOP DREAMS won « mar 10pm 
JERRY MAGUIRE sat 4 mar 10pm 
KINGPIN sun 12 mar 10.30PM 


THE LONELINESS OF THE LONG 
DISTANCE RUNNER tuur 9 mar 10m 


THE NATURAL won 13 mar 10pm 
RAGING BULL wep « mar 10pm 

THIS SPORTING LIFE sun 5 mar 10.05Pm 
TRUE BLUE wmon 13 mar epm 

WHITE MEN CAN’T JUMP sar 1: mar 10pm 


UNMISSABLE IN APRIL 


British 
Film Month 


All ages of British film are featured in this month’s 
season. Ealing comedies, gritty realism, period 
dramas, Shakespeare, gangsters, drugs, inner cities, 
punks, shooters, writers and spies. It’s a season filled 
with the sheer diversity of the last century of British 
film. Includes the UK TV premiere of courtly conspiracy 
thriller, Elizabeth. 


LORENZO AGIUS 


Highlights of this season include 


THE ACID HOUSE won 3 apr 10.30Pm 
BRASSED OFF sar 29 apr spm 
BRIGHTON ROCK tuur « apr 12.30am 
CLOCKWISE sun ic apr cpm 

THE COLLECTOR trnunr « apr spm 
ELIZABETH sar « apr iopm 

THE FALLEN IDOL sar 22 apr cpm 
HIGH HOPES ruur 27 apr spm 

THE HIT fri 2:1 apr 10pm 


HOW TO GET AHEAD IN 
ADVERTISING tues « apr spm 


IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER sar apr cpm 
JUBILEE mown 10 apr 10.30Pm 

KES mon 24 apr spm 

THE LADYKILLERS sar : apr cpm 

A LIFE LESS ORDINARY rnri 14 apr apm 
THE LONG DAY CLOSES wen :2 apr epm 


THE MADNESS OF KING GEORGE 
FRI 28 APR 8PM 


OTHELLO ruur 20 apr spm 

PASSPORT TO PIMLICO sar: apr cpm 
10 RILLINGTON PLACE tuur ce apr iopm 
THE THIRD MAN sar : apr sem 

VELVET GOLDMINE sun 23 apr 10pm 


CATE BLANCHETT AS THE VIRGIN QUEEN IN ELIZABETH 
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ALSO SHOWING 
Extreme 


Four FilmFour Productions premiere on the channel this month. 
Anna Friel in The Land Girls, Julian Temple’s Vigo — Passion for Life, 
the Welsh Romeo And Juliet, Solomon And Gaenor and Elizabeth. 
ELIZABETH sats apr 10pm 

THE LAND GIRLS sat is apr spm 

SOLOMON AND GAENOR wep 2c apr 10pm 

VIGO PASSION FOR LIFE sun 0 apr epm 


THE LAND GIRLS DO THEIR BIT FOR THE BOYS 


"Ft 


"\ Abel Ferrara 


A shattering run of films from the uncompromising New 
York director. Includes the premiere of Ms.45, which 
has finally sneaked in under the censor’s radar. 


THE ADDICTION sar 29 apr 12am 

BAD LIEUTENANT Fri 2s apr 12.05AM 
BODY SNATCHERS tuur 27 12.20am 
DANGEROUS GAME wen 26 apr 11.45PM 
THE DRILLER KILLER won 24 apr 12am 
THE FUNERAL sun 30 apr 11.40Pm 


MS.45 tues 25 apr 12.15am 


NUN WITH A GUN IN MS.45 


From now on, just after midnight on Saturday, FilmFour 
will be showing cult classics. These are films that have 
attracted dedicated followers many of whom can recite 
their every line. This month, Death Race 2000 premieres, 
a sick road movie from the stable of Roger Corman. 
DEATH RACE 2000 sar 22 apr 12am 

KISS ME DEADLY sar is apr 12.05am 

THE USUAL SUSPECTS sar i apr 12.40am 
THE WICKER MAN 27 « apr 12.05Am 


PETE POSTLETHWAITE IS IMPASSIVE IN THE USUAL SUSPECTS 
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e screamed through the 

rainy streets, into 
Beverley Hills, and pulled 
up to Wilder’s small office. 
The PA stationed outside was still 
there. “He hasn’t left yet.” We had 
organized this venture with the surgical 
precision of a swat team. Cruise and | 
bounded up the steps, filled with 
purpose, and | knocked on the 
unmarked wooden door to the office. 
After a few beats, the door swung 
open. Wilder stood there, dapper as 
always, blinking behind his glasses. 

“| called you earlier,” | said. “Tom 
Cruise and | wanted to discuss our 
movie with you in person.” 

The greatest living writer-director 
looked at me, and then at Cruise. 
“Well, | guess | can’t throw you out,” 
he muttered. He turned and beckoned 
us inside. We sat on two small wooden 
chairs, like two earnest schoolboys. 
“You won’t change my mind, but go 
ahead.” 

| went first, explaining that it would 


8 FILMFOUR MARCH-APRIL 


Meeting 


Mr 


When Cameron Crowe was making 
Jerry Maguire, he wanted the 
legendary writer and director 
Billy Wilder to play a cameo as 
a wise old sports agent. As he had 
never acted, Billy Wilder was 
reluctant, so — with Tom Cruise in 
tow — Cameron Crowe excitedly set 
off to persuade him to do it 


Wilder 


only take a single day. A single shot. In 
fact, we could film it in his office. | 
mentioned The Apartment , and how | 
had been lucky enough to find the 
perfect actor, Cruise, and now | 
couldn't settle for less than the perfect 
Dicky Fox. 

“What's the story of your movie?” 
he said. 

| began to tell Billy Wilder the story 
of my movie. It was about a sports 
agent, who writes a 25-page mission 
statement, a suggestion for the future 
of his company, and this one moment 
of honorability becomes the beginning 
of his undoing. Wilder himself listened 


to the Wilderesque set-up of my movie. 


He had only one comment. 

“And why do we care about this 
sports agent to begin with?” he 
said simply. 

| took a breath, and looked over at 
Cruise, who was listening intently. 


Great | thought. Three-and-a-half years 
writing the script, and it takes the now 
go-year-old Billy Wilder two minutes to 
dismantle the whole fucking thing. | 
began to explain the first few scenes of 
the movie, how a kid tells Maguire he 
is shallow, and it strikes at the very 
heart of who he is... Wilder is not 
buying it and | could notice Cruise 
fidgeting nervously too. | began talking 
about Dicky Fox, Maguire’s mentor, 
who was the voice of reason 
throughout the movie. 

“Hire an actor,” said Wilder, ending 
my rambling pitch. “You must always 
hire an actor. Even if it’s a cab driver in 
a scene where the cab driver says 
nothing, hire an actor. | am not an 
actor. | will just fuck up your movie.” 

Then Cruise leaned forward, and 
took his shot. It was a sight to behold. 
Directly and passionately, he began 
speaking to Wilder about the 


Wilder looked at me like | 
had just broken the world 
record for brown-nosing 


performance that was so important to 
both of us. Suddenly the chemistry in 
the room shifted, and Wilder knew it. 
He snapped back to attention. The 
cloudiness in his eyes disappeared. 
Tom Cruise was clearly the man for this 
sales job. Earnestly, the globe’s best- 
known male actor explained that it was 
a simple shot, spoken directly to the 
camera. It was not so much an acting 
job as a documentary-style 
appearance. And it would be done 
within an hour. The room was suddenly 
filled with hope. From the small wired 
window behind Wider, sunlight fell on 
his cluttered desk. In another moment, 
| would volunteer to do the part, and | 
cannot act. Wilder stared at Cruise 
thoughtfully for a long moment. 

“No,” said Wilder. “I’m too old to be 
in front of the camera.” His answer felt 
definitive, but he clearly enjoyed it 
more when Cruise asked. 

And then in classic Wilder form, he 
asked Cruise, who was wearing black 
jeans and a dress shirt, if this was how 
he dresses in public. Cruise said yes. 
Wilder explained that in his day, stars 
dressed up, even if they were going to 
the grocery store. This is what the fans 
want, said Wilder. Cruise looked 
wounded, staring down at his shirt. It 
occurred to me that | would never be in 
this office again. 

“Mr Wilder,” | blurted, “I want to tell 
you this. You know that sign above 
your door, ‘What would Lubitsch do?’ 
Here’s what | think when I’m writing. 
‘What would Wilder do?’ And Wilder 
would put Wilder in this movie.” 

Wilder looked at me like | was either 
speaking Zulu, or had just broken the 
world’s record for brown-nosing. “Is 
this your first picture?” he asked me. 

“Third.” 

“Do you ever think about giving up?” 

“Yes,” | told him, quite honestly. 

“It’s normal,” he said. But instantly | 
knew this was the wrong answer. | was 
now invisible to the great Wilder. He 
looked back over to Tom Cruise, as if to 


JERRY MAQUIRE KICKS OFF THE SPORTING 
LIFE SEASON ON SAT 4 MAR 10PM 


say, “You belong with a real 
director. You belong with me. 
And | never think about giving 
up.” Now animated, even 
showing off a little, Wilder 
talked with Cruise for a 
few more minutes, 
discussing Sunset 
Boulevard, Jack 
Lemmon and the 
recent remake of 
Sabrina, among other 
things. | realized that this 
profession, directing, was a 
lifelong pursuit and that even 
at the age of 90, Wilder was 
romancing one of the world’s few 
bankable stars with an idea toward his 
own future. He asked to visit the set, but 
dismissed the idea of acting in Jerry 
Maguire one more time. We rose to leave. 
“Nice to meet you,” he said crisply, his eyes 
gazing at my face. “And nice to meet 
you,” he said to Cruise. Then, with 
a Wilderesque wink, he leaned 
forward and added to Cruise, 
“Especially you.” 


From JERRY 
MAGUIRE 
by Cameron 
Crowe 
published 
by Faber 
and Faber 
Ltd 


L’>ACCOMPAGNATRICE 


(THE ACCOMPANIST) 

SUN 5 MAR 6PM 

1992 | Claude Miller | 107 mins | PG 
ROMANE BOHRINGER, RICHARD 
BOHRINGER, ELENA SAFONOVA 


RomaANE BOHRINGER plays the pianist of 


a diva who becomes embroiled in 
dodgy double-dealing in occupied 
France’s high society. Romane’s real- 
life father (RICHARD BoHRINGER) adds 
his consummate cool to an exquisitely 
subtle drama. 


THE ACID HOUSE 
EGE Frew ec 


FILM MONTH 
MON 3 APR 10.30PM, 
SAT 29 APR 1.55AM 
1997 | Paul McGuigan | 106 mins | 18 
EWEN BREMNER, MARTIN CLUNES, 
STEPHEN McCOLE 


‘sponsors FilmFour productions 


induced mindswitch for Ewen 
BremNeR, and the day from hell for 
STEPHEN McCoLe, in which he goes 
head-to-head with God. Add a 
psychopathic love story in A Soft 
Touch and you get a triple layered 
sandwich of debauchery and drug- 
addled, acerbic wit. 


THE ADDICTION fixun 
SAT 29 APR 12AM 

1994 | Abel Ferrara | 86 mins | 18 

LILI TAYLOR, CHRISTOPHER WALKEN, 
ANNABELLA SCIORRA 

Filmed on a limited budget in just 20 
days and released in tandem with his 
superb gangster drama The Funeral, 
this atmospheric, black and white 
vampire movie shows the rarely seen 
artistic side of The Driller Killer director 


ALAMO BAY 

(AKA PORT ALAMO) 

THUR 30 MAR 11.45PM 

1985 | Louis Malle | 95 mins | 15 

AMY MADIGAN, ED HARRIS, HO NGUYEN 
An untypically brutal film by Louis 
Malle, this study of bigotry in a 
southern American fishing town is a 
hard-hitting attempt to explore racism. 
In one corner is Ep Harris, a Vietnam 
veteran and unredeemed redneck who 
is appalled to find Vietnamese 
immigrants now moving into his 
community. In the other is Ho NGuYen, 
a stoic refugee from communism. 
Between them is Harris’s long- 
suffering wife Amy MADIGAN. 


L’AMORE MOLESTO 
WED 1 MAR 2.20AM 
1995 | Mario Martone | 98 mins | 15 


Abel Ferrara. New York philosophy 
student Lit! TaYLor is pulled into an 
alleyway and bitten by ANNABELLA 
Sciorra, inducting her into a secret 
world of bloodlust and dependency. 


ANNA BONAIUTO, ANGELA LUCE 

Told in disturbing flashbacks, L’Amore 
Molesto neatly transforms into one 
woman's psychological journey when 


A trio of tales adapted from Irvine 
Welsh’s short stories, before he 
became a self-parody. More excessive 
than Trainspotting, it features an LSD- 


The British are obsessed with class. So what better 
than to rank the season’s top films according to the 


THE LADYKILLERS 
Dark Ealing comedy with criminals 
adopting names like Professor 
and Major to bulk up their social 
status. Crime in cravats. 


@ 
e 
e 
PASSPORT TO PIMLICO 
e Quintessential Ealing comedy composed 
e ScUM in a mood of post-Blitz togetherness. 
Ve The brutality of borstal in the Features a middle-class revolution. 
e ’70s guarantees this 


shocking film from Scouse 
director Alan Clarke comes 
way down the class line. 


THE ACID HOUSE 
Not even the presence of rugger- 
bugger Martin Clunes lifts this 
Irvine Welsh-penned tale of 
drugs ’n’ bugs in the Scottish 
underclass out of the mire. 


Ee FLL RECUR _MARCECAPRIL 


she has to re-examine her past in order 
to solve her mother’s bizarre death. 


AND JUSTICE 
FOR ALL 

THUR 9 MAR 11.50PM, FRI 24 MAR 
SPM, MON 3 APR 2.45AM 

1979 | Norman Jewison | 114 mins | 15 

AL PACINO, JACK WARDEN 


“You're out of order! This whole trial is 
out of order!” Public defender Al 
Pacino, having pledged to help the 
poor and innocent, is defending a posh 
judge on a rape charge. A bravura, 
Oscar-nominated performance from 
Pacino in this indictment of a US justice 
system filled with lawyers more 
interested in deception than truth. 


AND LIFE GOES ON... 
(ZENDEGI VA DIGAR HICH...) 
THUR 2 MAR 6PM 

1992 | Abbas Kiarostami | 91 mins | no cert 
FARHAD KHERDAMEND, BUBA BAYOUR 


After completing Where Is My Friends 


ay to celebrate British Film Month 
class of their characters? 


HOW TO GET AHEAD 
IN ADVERTISING 
Yuppie advertising executive is 
a social riser despite doubting the 
usefulness of his profession. 
@ 
e 
e 
e 


THE THIRD MAN 
® Pulp novelist becomes embroiled 
@ in Secret Service skulduggery. 
For Secret Service read: “posh 
boys with nothing better to do”. 


House? director Kiarostami heard that 
the location he had used for the film 
had been ravaged by an earthquake. 
This is the story of his courageous 
departure from Tehran in order to 
return to the area, as he attempts to 
discover whether his actors have 
survived the tragedy. FARHAD 
KHERDAMEND bravely takes on the part 
of Kiarostami himself. Imagine the 
directions for that part... 


ARTEMISIA 

WED 8 MAR 12.10AM 

1997 | Agnés Merlet | 96 mins | 18 
MICHEL SERRAULT, VALENTINA CERVI, 
MIKI MANOJLOVIC 


Featuring heaving breasts against a 
heady Baroque backdrop, this 
intriguing period piece focuses on 
Artemisia’s early teenage years and 
her relationship with the artist 
Agostino Tassi. Serious-minded 
scholars were appalled by this 
frolicsome account of the life of 


HOWARDS END 

All three classes come together, 
though the aspiring lower 
orders soon suffer. 


ELIZABETH 
Courtly conspiracy thriller 
set at the very peak of 
English society. 


17th-century Roman painter, Artemisia 
Gentileschi (VALENTINA CERvi), who was 
the first woman ever to be proclaimed 
a great master. 


ARTHUR’S HALLOWED 
GROUND 

THUR 2 MAR 4.45AM 

1986 | Freddie Young | 71 mins | no cert 


JIMMY JEWEL, JEAN BOHT, VAS 
BLACKWOOD 


The ground in question is a cricket 
pitch of which Arthur is the 
groundsman. Stubborn and offensive, 
he intimidates everyone around 

him — until, that is, a new assistant is 
taken on to help and friendship 
blooms between them. Charming 
debut for this 80-year-old film 
director who began his career behind 
the lens as a cameraman and went 
on to win Oscars for David Lean’s 
Lawrence Of Arabia, Doctor 

Zhivago and Ryan’s 
Daughter. 
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ASSAULT ON 
PRECINCT 13 

JOHN 

MASTER OF SUSPENSE 

SAT 18 MAR 10PM, FRI 7 APR 10PM 
1976 | John Carpenter | 91 mins | 18 
AUSTIN STOKER, DARWIN JOSTON 


An afro-bouncing, pump-action 
bloodbath from cult director John 
Carpenter, with humour as broad as the 
cast’s improbably acred flares. A bunch 
of disillusioned cops, their secretaries 
and prisoners are preparing to abandon 
the condemned building of Precinct 
13 when a rampaging gang of ripe- 
talking punks chase a vigilante into 
the station. Cue carnage and tension 


befitting the film’s influence, Rio Bravo. 


L’ATALANTE 


SUN 9 APR 6PM 
1934 | Jean Vigo | 86 mins | PG 
JEAN DASTE, DITA PARLO, MICHEL SIMON 


Jean Vigo’s sublime, elusive romance 
luxuriates in the dreamy bliss of a 
newlywed couple. They sail down the 
Seine with salty eccentric MICHEL 
Simon. There’s no plot to speak of, but 
the film's sheer beauty of spirit is 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 


effortless and unforgettable. Vigo died 
at 29, L’Atalante and Zéro De 
Conduite his only features. 


AVALON 
THUR 16 MAR 3.20AM 
1990 | Barry Levinson | 122 mins | U 


ARMIN MUELLER-STAHL, JOAN PLOWRIGHT 


Oscar-winning director Barry Levinson 
goes back to his roots in this epic tale 
of an immigrant Jewish family settled 
in America, struggling with the real 
world. A masterful portrait of family life. 


BAD LIEUTENANT 
CINEMA. FERRARA 

FRI 28 APR 12.05AM 

1992 | Abel Ferrara | 91 mins 118 

HARVEY KEITEL, BRIAN MCELVOY 
Harvey KEITEL is not just bad, he’s 
mad, violent, a junkie and an 
alcoholic. He’s by far the best element 
of this controversial offering, mixing 
up Ferrara’s usual obsessions of 
Catholicism, New York and vice. 
Extreme sex and violence that ferrets 
out a gem of redemption from an 
amoral rubble. 


BIG WEDNESDAY S8anno ure 


TUES 7 MAR 10PM 
1978 | John Milius | 115 mins | PG 


¥ 


Three surfing buddies search for the “green cathedral” wave in this seminal 
1970s coming-of-age movie. Set over a 12-year period — 1962 to 1974 — the 
friends ride the waves of social upheaval and war in Vietnam as training for 
their Big Wednesday — a-once-in-a-lifetime opportunity when the seas swell 
to freakish proportions. Director Milius later brought his surfing knowledge to 
the script of Apocalypse Now which he co-wrote with Francis Ford Coppola. 
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BARB WIRE 

MON 6 MAR 3.05AM, THUR 23 MAR 
3.30AM 

1995 | David Hogan | 94 mins | 18 
PAMELA ANDERSON LEE 


This Mad-Maxie clone sees a PVC- 
clad Pameta ANDERSON kicking butt in 
the civil war-torn America of 2017. As 
an escape from Anderson’s Barbie- 
doll Baywatch image it fails dismally. 
But as a funky, comic-book action 
flick, it works a treat. 


BARRY LYNDON 

TUES 7 MAR 2.10AM 

1975 | Stanley Kubrick | 177 mins | PG 
RYAN O'NEAL, MARISA BERENSON 

An adaptation of Thackeray’s novel 
about an 18th-century Irish social 
climber whose cynical manipulations 
cause his own undoing. RYAN O’NEAL’s 
Lyndon is a triumph and the supporting 
cast offers a who’s who of British 
talent (MICHAEL HoRDEN, PATRICK MAGEE). 
Kubrick's use of light and Steadicam 
was revolutionary at the time. 


BEAUTIFUL GIRLS 

WED 29 MAR 12AM 

1996 | Ted Demme | 107 mins | 15 

TIMOTHY HUTTON, MATT DILLON, NATALIE 
PORTMAN, UMA THURMAN 


A wry, romantic soul searcher starring 
the ever-sensitive TIMOTHY HUTTON. He 
is a pianist suffering doubts over his 
upcoming wedding who goes home for 
a school reunion. Reacquainting himself 
with buddy Mart DiLton’s banter helps 
his indecision, until he meets the girl 
of his dreams. Unfortunately, she’s a 
13-year-old — here played by NATALIE 
PortmaN in one of those sassy jailbait 
roles that were her stock in trade 
before that call from Mr Lucas. 


BEYOND RANGOON 
WED 8 MAR SPM, SUN 26 MAR 4AM, 
SUN 16 APR 8PM, THUR 27 APR 3.45AM 
1995 | John Boorman | 96 mins | 15 
PATRICIA ARQUETTE, U AUNG KO 

British director John Boorman (Hope 
And Glory) tackles the struggle for 
democracy in Burma. True Romance 
star, PATRICIA ARQUETTE, is an American 
doctor caught up in the struggles 
between the ruling fascists and Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s dissidents. 


THE BIG 
GUNDOWN war" 


SAT 4 MAR 12.20AM 
1967 | Sergio Sollima | 107 mins | AA 
LEE VAN CLEEF, TOMAS MILIAN 


Lee VAN CLEeF is the lawman on the 


e 
hunt for an outlaw whom he later 
discovers is innocent. Sergio Sollima’s C or =({) = on Wi 
film touches on political issues that 


the decidedly amoral Sergio Leone . 
series avoided completely. Musical 
score from Morricone. 


BILLY THE KID AND 


oe ee BAIZE Enrich your enjoyment of this “pedestrians win prizes” sci-fi 
TUES 14 MAR 10PM, THUR 30 MarR _| Spectacle with our scorecard! Biro not included 


10PM = ey 
1985 | Alan Clarke | mins | 15 satummpameenes —EE a 

PHIL DANIELS, ALUN ARMSTRONG, & 

BRUCE PAYNE a DEATHRACE 2000 SCORECARD 

A musical about two snooker hall 5 _ 
rivals, one a six-time world : WI} f/ 7 
champion (ALUN ARMSTRONG), one a 
whippersnapper biting at his heels 
(PHiL DANIELS), who are about to play 
each other in a match where the 
loser forfeits the right to play again. 
The characters, allegedly based on 
real-life players Ray Reardon and 
Jimmy White, take pot shots with 


*. 
af a a, wal al 
revolvers and send up the straight- i ° Loe f ) 


CONTESTANTS POINTS 


laced world of snooker. 


BIG WEDNESDAY 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) FRANKENSTEIN 


BLACK CHRISTMAS 
SUN 19 MAR 11.45PM 

1974 | Robert Clark | 93 mins | X 

OLIVIA HUSSEY, MARGOT KIDDER 
Influential, pre-Halloween sorority- 
house horror. Heroine OuiviA Hussey is 
trying to find the source of an 
obscene caller while, unbeknown to 
her, housemates and alcoholic house 
mistress are being slaughtered. 


BLACKMAIL 

MON 27 MAR 4.20AM 

1929 | Alfred Hitchcock | 82 mins | PG 
ANNY ONDRA, JOHN LONGDEN 

A detective is blackmailed when he 
attempts to cover up his girlfriend’s 
part in a murder. Britain’s first talkie, it 
features the Czech actress ANNY 
Onpra who was the first to be dubbed 
on film. History aside, Blackmail is a 
tense and grisly tale of rape, murder 
and deception. 


BLACK RAINBOW 


_ «& : 
FRI 31 MAR 3.50AM 7 we. 
1989 | Mike Hodges | 99 mins | 15 4 g 
ROSANNA ARQUETTE, JASON ROBARDS . 


MACHINE-GUN JOE 


NERO THE HERO 


Director Mike Hodges’s best film since CALAMITY JANE 
Get Carter. A performing psychic ss Supers 
(ROSANNA ARQUETTE) Starts foreseeing | ss SS a a ae 
grisly murders and attracts the knife- DEATH RACE 2000 |S SHOWING ON CULT SATURDAY 22 APR 12AM. ALSO 10 MAR 10PM AND 22 MAR 1.40AM 


wielding attention of the killer. 
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being shot). 


film takes place.) 


etc must not occur.) 
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95? 


Dogme 95 is a back-to-basics manifesto — 
known as The Vow Of Chastity — authored by 
four cult Danish filmmakers. Reprinted below, 
it sets out the rules to which any director 
wishing to make a Dogme film must adhere to. 


F CHASTITY 


aeeneneeee peneeeneneeneeee! seen 


t or immobility 
mera must be hand-held. Any movemen 
pele in the hand is permitted. (T he film must sn ayn jesira ‘ 
where the camera is standing; shooting must take place 


i ial lighting is not acceptable. 
film must be in colour. Special lig! 
oue is too little light for exposure the scene must be cut or a 
single lamp be attached to the camera.) 
i idden. 
Optical work and filters are forbi 
... film must not contain superficial action. (Murders, weapons, 


7 Temporal and geographical alienation are forbidden. (That is to 
say that the film takes place here and now.) 
8 Genre movies are not acceptable. 
9 The film format must be Academy 35mm. 
i dited. 
40 The director must not be cre 
Furthermore | swear as a director to hala bath ae ahd 
i n fro ; 
1am no longer an artist. | swear to re, i oy 
i rtant than the whole. 
as | regard the instant as more impo Mee ‘cag 
i he truth out of my charac 
My supreme goal is to force t Ei eerie 
ings. | swear to do so by all the means avania’” ¢ 
pea of any good taste and any aesthetic considerations. 
Thus | make my VOW OF CHASTITY.” 


THE TV PREMIERE OF FESTEN IS ON SUN 26 MAR 10PM AND |S REPEATED MON 17 APR 10.15PM 


i i les drawn up and 
r to submit to the following set of ru 
ee confirmed by DOGME 95: 


i nd sets must not be 
oting must be done on location. Props a 
rat int a particular prop is necessary for the story, a location 
must be chosen where this prop is to be found). ie 
2 The sound must never be produced apart from the images or 
versa (music must not be used unle 


ss it occurs where the scene is 


BLUE IN THE FACE 
THUR 16 MAR 1.45AM, TUES 25 APR 
4.10AM 

1994 | Wayne Wang/Paul Auster | 80 mins | 15 
HARVEY KEITEL, LILY TOMLIN, MADONNA 


It may be an improvised afterthought 
to Wang and Auster’s Smoke (page 
43) but that only serves to increase its 
throwaway charm. Shot in a week 
after Smoke as everyone involved had 
such a laugh on set they didn’t want 
to leave, the camera loiters in HARVEY 
KeITEL’s tobacconist, eavesdropping 
on the philosophical meanderings of 
its New York clientele. 


BOB ROBERTS 

THUR 23 MAR 8PM 

1992 | Tim Robbins | 96 mins | 15 

TIM ROBBINS, GIANCARLO ESPOSITO, 
ALAN RICKMAN, GORE VIDAL 

With the current US presidential 
campaign kicking off, catch this 
incisive take on one man’s mission 
to get to the top at all costs. It 
follows the senate trail of Bob 
Roberts (Tim Rossins), a folk-singing 
fascist, and comes complete with 
dirty tricks, spin doctors and 
blistering critique of politics. A tour- 
de-force for writer/director/star 
Robbins, who plays the lead as a 
kind of anti-Bob Dylan using his 
music to attack ’60s liberal values. 


BODY 
BAGS iar susrense 
THUR 23 MAR 11.50PM 


1993 | John Carpenter/Tobe Hooper | 
90 mins | 18 


STACY KEACH, MARK HAMILL, SAM 
RAIMI, DEBORAH HARRY 

A must-see for Raimi/Carpenter 
fans. These three horror tales, 
presented by Carpenter from a 
hospital morgue, have the added 
bonus of allowing you to play spot 
the celebs with a who’s who of 
B-movie legends in the cast. 


BODY 
SNATCHERS frerkana 
THUR 27 APR 12.20AM 

1994 | Abel Ferrara | 84 mins | 15 
GABRIELLE ANWAR, FOREST 
WHITAKER, MEG TILLY 


Evil flexes its tendrils in this 
second remake of Jack Finney’s 
The Body Snatchers. The pod 
people’s insatiable appetite finds 
a feeding ground at a US base, 
where the alien automata are 


barely distinguishable among the 
military set. Ferrara’s version ups the 


ante with better FX and younger heroes 
(GaBRIELLE Anwar, Al Pacino's partner in 
Scent Of A Woman), without forsaking 

that characteristic body-snatcher howl. 


BOSTON KICKOUT 
THUR 13 APR 12.45AM 

1995 | Paul Hills | 101 mins | 18 

EMER McCOURT, JOHN SIMM 

This gritty rites-of-passage film 
follows school-leaver JOHN Simm and 
his dysfunctional mates wasting away 
in the suburbs. The teenagers survive 
on a diet of boredom, violence and 
bad sex while being tormented by 
seemingly unrealisable dreams. 


BRAINDEAD 

FRI 14 APR 3AM 

1992 | Peter Jackson | 99 mins | 18 
TIMOTHY BALME, DIANA PENALVER 
Peter Jackson raises the splatter to 
unprecedented levels in this New 
Zealand horror flick. The final reel’s 
carnage, in which our hero attacks his 
mum and her growing zombie throng 
with nothing but a lawnmower and a 
healthy dose of hilarious imagination, is 
surely the film world’s goriest moment. 


FILMFOUR HIGHLI 


| BRIGHTON ROCK Bitton 


THUR 6 APR 12.30AM, THUR 13 APR GPM 
1947 | John Boulting | 88 mins | PG 
RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH, HERMIONE BADDELEY, WILLIAM HARTNELL 


BRASSED OFF 
FILM MONTH 
SAT 29 APR 8PM 
1996 | Mark Herman | 103 mins | 15 


The FilmFour productions 


EWAN MCGREGOR, PETE POSTLETHWAITE 


The effects of the Tory party’s energy 
policy on a northern mining village 
might not seem the ideal starting point 
for a romantic comedy but Mark 
Herman carries it off in style. It starts 
in 1992, with bandleader PETE 
POSTLETHWAITE gearing up for a national 
contest. The band has been a fixture 
in Grimley since 1881, but the coal 
industry is in decline and the pit to 
close. The film explores the devastating 
impact of redundancy on the miners, 
while juggling a complicated romance 
between Ewan McGrecor and his 
childhood sweetheart, now working for 
the board who authorised the closure. 


BRAZIL 

SAT 25 MAR 10PM, FRI 14 APR 10PM 
1985 | Terry Gilliam | 103 mins | 15 
JONATHAN PRYCE, ROBERT DE NIRO 


Gilliam’s masterpiece, and an ’80s 


take on Orwell’s vision of a grim world 
devoid of love and free-will. JONATHAN 


| Adaptation of Graham Greene classic (screenplay by Greene and Terence 
Rattigan) with RicHaRD ATTENBOROUGH as the conniving, tearaway 17-year-old 
gangster who marries a woman to ensure she stays schtum about the 
murder he’s committed. Running amok in the seediest South Coast locales, 
this stick of rock has cool Brit noir shot straight through it. 


Pryce is the low-level worker whose 
daydreams allow him his only escape. 
Until that is, an admin error puts him 
in touch with maverick mechanic 
Rosert De Niro and his fantasy- 
made-flesh Kim Greist. The decade’s 
definitive dystopian vision. 


BREWSTER MCCLOUD 
FRI 10 MAR 1AM, WED 19 APR 
8.30PM, SAT 29 APR 3.45AM 

1970 | Robert Altman | 105 mins | 15 

BUD CORT, SALLY KELLERMAN 

SHELLEY Duval debuts in Robert 
Altman’s post-MASH fantasy about a 
boy, Bub Cort, who dreams of 
learning to fly. He lives in the Houston 
Aerodrome, under the protection of 
benefactor SaLLy KELLERMAN who can 
grant him the power of flight providing 
he never has sex with a woman. The 
lure of Duvall, however, proves his 
downfall. A definitive slice of Altman. 


A BRIGHTER SUMMER 
(GULING JIE SHAONIAN SHA 

REN SHIJIAN) 

SUN 9 APR 12AM 

1991 | Edward Yang | 180 mins | no cert 

ZHANG GUOZHU, ZHANG ZHEN 

The director’s cut of a nostalgic 

account of growing up in ’60s Taiwan. 

A young boy gets involved with a 

violent gang and experiences his first 

love while his country struggles for its 

own identity. 


BRIGHTON ROCK 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


CENTURY OF 
Seraa: :TYPICALLY 


DOCUMENTARY 


MON 3 APR 6PM 

1994 | Stephen Frears/Mike Dibb | 73 mins | 
no cert 

Dangerous Liaisons director Stephen 
Frears assesses the rise, fall and 
recent renaissance of British cinema 
with the critic Gavin Lambert. 
Excellent nostalgia fest with a diverse 
set of clips. 


CHINA 9 

LIBERTY 37 

TUES 25 APR 2.15AM 

1978 | Monte Hellman | 98 mins | no cert 
FABIO TESTI, JENNY AGUTTER 

Fasio Test! is a gunslinger in cult 
director Monte Hellman’s spaghetti 
western. A great film - Testi’s 
incomprehensible phonetic English 
notwithstanding - punctuated by 
good ol’ western-style nudity. 
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FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 
THE CRAFT 


MON 6 MAR 8PM 

1996 | Andrew Fleming | 97 mins | 15 
FAIRUZA BALK, NEVE CAMPBELL, ROBIN 
TUNNEY 


A teen horror flick featuring an 
inspired and insane performance 
from FairuzA BALK who manages to 
steal the show from a pre-Scream 
Neve CAMPBELL. Three high-school 
outsiders seek a fourth to complete 
their coven. Fortunately for the 
so-called ‘bitches of Eastwick’, a 
moody Rosin TUNNEY arrives, 
complete with Carrie-like powers. 
And snakes, which always come in 
handy. An astonishingly beautiful 
cast decorate a surprisingly sure 
drama, with intelligent writing and 
direction that deftly avoids the 
tiresome clichés of the genre. 


CHRISTINE 

SAT 22 APR 10PM 

1983 | John Carpenter | 106 mins | 18 
KEITH GORDON, JOHN STOCKWELL, 
HARRY DEAN STANTON 


Surprisingly gore-free fun from horror 
dream team, John Carpenter and 
Stephen King. A lonely teenager falls 
for a classic car - the Christine of the 
title - possessed of a lethal jealous 
streak. She communicates with song 
lyrics on her radio and protects her 
loverboy with gleefully inventive road 
skills. A drop-dead gorgeous 1958 
Plymouth Fury, Carpenter drools over 
Christine's voluptuous curves to a 
rollicking rockabilly soundtrack. Only 
2,000 Plymouth 58s were ever made. 
Carpenter totalled 16 of them during 
the film’s production. 


THE CINCINNATI KID 
TUES 14 MAR 8PM 

1965 | Norman Jewison | 98 mins | PG 
STEVE MCQUEEN, EDWARD G ROBINSON, 
KARL MALDEN 

Steve McQueen is the rookie card- 
sharp intent on beating poker king 
Epwarb G RoBiNsoN at his own game, 
in this classic tale of 1930s New 
Orleans gamblers. 


CITY HALL 

MON 3 APR 12.55AM 

1996 | Harold Becker | 107 mins | 15 
AL PACINO, JOHN CUSACK, BRIDGET 
FONDA, DANNY AIELLO 


Engrossing political thriller starring AL 
Pacino and JoHN Cusack as New 
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York’s assistant mayor whose 
endeavours unearth a plethora of 
dodgy deals, murder and mob 
involvement leading right to the top of 
City Hall's bureaucratic pile. Cusack’s 
motor-mouthed intelligence has always 
been suited to the involving urgency 
of civic drama, and again he proves to 
be movieland’s top political colt. 


CLERKS 
SAT 22 APR 1.25AM 
1994 | Kevin Smith 191 mins | 18 


BRIAN O'HALLORAN, JEFF ANDERSON 


Wired, outrageously confident and 
filthy, Dogma director Kevin Smith’s 
dazzling comic debut was shot for 
just $27,000. The action takes place 
almost entirely at the counter of a 
local grocer’s where BRIAN O’HALLORAN 
and best friend JerF ANDERSON 
ruminate on life, love and blow-jobs. 


CLOCKWISE Pit'ttoum 

WED 15 MAR 6PM, SUN 16 APR 6PM 
1986 | Christopher Morahan | 96 mins | PG 
JOHN CLEESE, ALISON STEADMAN, 
SHARON MAIDEN 


The twin British obsessions of 
punctuality and class are to the fore in 
this JOHN CLEESE farce. He chases 
cross country in a desperate attempt 
to get to the headmaster’s conference 
on time, enraging the local 
constabulary, several monks and 
some old dears. And all so he can 
impress a group of upper-class twits 
who have let a comprehensive school 
head into their midst. 


THE CLUB 2onnno ure 

WED 15 MAR 12AM 

1980 | Bruce Beresford | 99 mins | no cert 
FRANK WILSON, HAROLD HOPKINS, 
JACK THOMPSON 


A bawdy locker-room comedy from 
the director of Driving Miss Daisy. An 
Aussie-rules football team, anchored 
at the bottom of the league by the 
club’s tradition and glorious past, 
revolts against the old farts of the 
boardroom and stages a triumphant 
revival. The rebellion begins after the 
boardroom force the manager to sign 
a wussy wonderboy for an enormous 
sum. Peppered with knockabout 
earthy Australian insults, this is a 
noisy slab of a movie. 


THE COLLECTOR fit'ttonm 
FRI 3 MAR SPM, THUR 6 APR SPM, 
MON 24 APR 3.30AM 

1965 | William Wyler | 114 mins | 15 
TERENCE STAMP, SAMANTHA EGGAR, 
MONA WASHBOURNE 


Shy working-class pools winner 
TERENCE Stamp is a butterfly collector 
who attempts to pin the wings of 
posh SAMANTHA Eaear in this 
adaptation of the first John Fowles 
novel. All the hallmarks of a ’60s 
classic with undercurrents of class 
struggle and a haunting Maurice Jarre 
score. Stamp steals the show as a 
mod Hannibel Lecter. Possibly more 
famous now as inspiration for songs 
and cover art by The Jam and The 
Smiths, hence a must-see for arty 
mods of any vintage. 


COME AND SEE 

(IDI | SMOTRI) 

THUR 2 MAR 2.30AM 

1985 | Elem Klimov | 137 mins | 15 

ALEXEI KRAVCHENKO, OLGA MIRONOVA 


Belarus, 1943: a teenager eludes . 
invading Nazis yet rues his own 
survival when his village is massacred. 
Deeply affecting, gory Soviet 
precursor to realistic war pics like 
Saving Private Ryan. 


THE COMPANY OF ... 
WOLVES non cittw EMPIRE 
WED 29 MAR 10PM 

1984 | Neil Jordan | 91 mins | 18 

SARAH PATTERSON, ANGELA LANSBURY 
A fantastical fairytale based on Little 
Red Riding Hood. SARAH PATTERSON is 
a girl on the brink of sexual 
awakening, disturbed by grandmother 
ANGELA LANSBURY’s tales of hairy men 
with eyebrows that meet in the 
middle. Cue Gothic nightmares- 
within-nightmares and a ferocious 
man-to-wolf transformation. 


THE eooe AND 
THE CRAZY 

TUES 28 hi 4.10AM 

1993 | Ralph Bakshi | 82 mins | 18 
ALICIA SILVERSTONE, MATTHEW FLINT, 
JARED LETO 


Re-make of the lurid 1958 drugs-in- 
high-school drive-in classic, this 
tongue-in-cheek spin-off stars ALICIA 
SILVERSTONE as a newlywed with raging 
hormones who starts an affair with 
upstart MATTHEW FLINT. 


COPYCAT 

SAT 15 APR 10PM, THUR 27 APR 
1.45AM 

1995 | Jon Amiel | 118 mins | 18 
SIGOURNEY WEAVER, HOLLY HUNTER, 
HARRY CONNICK JR 

Agoraphobic criminal psychologist 
SIGOURNEY WEAVER Can only 
communicate with the outside world 
via the internet, and her serial killing 
fans (“I’m their damn pin-up girl”) take 
advantage of it. She realises one 
anonymous emailer may be the 
murderer currently terrifying the city 
with his copycat killings. Cops Hotty 
Hunter and Dermot MULRONEY enlist 
her help — but at what cost? 


THE COSMIC MAN 


FRI 10 MAR 4.40AM 

1959 | Herbert Greene | 69 mins | U 

JOHN CARRADINE, BRUCE BENNETT 
B-movie legend JOHN CARRADINE plays 
a semi-visible space alien who comes 


to earth to spread intergalactic peace. 
Instead, he finds himself on the wrong 
side of Uncle Sam’s firepower, with 
just an incredibly broad-minded 
landlady for protection: 

JAMVIAG ODau 
THE CRAFT to noir~ 
(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


CREATURE FROM THE 


BLACK LAGOON 

WED 5 APR 6PM, SUN 23 APR 4.10AM 
1954 | Jack Arnold | 79 mins | PG 

RICHARD CARLSON, JULIA ADAMS, 
RICHARD DENNING 


A team of explorers, searching for 


fossils in the Amazon awaken the 
wrath of a scaly slime dweller who 
kidnaps the swimsuited JULIA ADAMS 
and goes fishing for revenge. 
Complete with its rubber man-fish 
suit, this was one of the most 
successful monster B-movies (it 
spawned two sequels) ever. Creature 
has a sublimated sexual menace that 
gives it an edge over its high-camp 
contemporaries. 


THE CRIMINAL LIFE 


OF rT aed DE 
LA CRUZ (ensayo DE uN 

CRIMEN/LA VIDA CRIMINAL DE 

ARCHIBALDO DE LA CRUZ) BYAUEL 

TUES 7 MAR 12.35AM 

1955 | Luis Bufuel | 91 mins | X 


ERNESTO ALONSO, MIROSLAVA STERN 


A bizarre black comedy from Luis 
Bufuel. Fascinated by a childhood 
experience when he witnessed the 
murder of his governess, ERNESTO 
ALONSO yearns to be a serial sex killer. 
But any attempt to satisfy his warped 
desire is frustrated at every turn. 
Made in 1955, you can only marvel at 
the bravery of the director. 


CROOKLYN 

TUES 14 MAR 1.10AM 

1994 | Spike Lee | 109 mins | 12 
ALFRE WOODARD, DELROY LINDO 


Based on the book by his sister, Joie 
Susannah Lee, Spike’s semi- | 
autobiographical movie follows a 
hollerin’ family through a long hot 
summer in ’70s Brooklyn. Lee’s 
unique mix of tough and touching 
drama, streetwise humour and social 
comment lifts the film above its 
sometimes messy, anecdotal structure 
to deliver a heartfelt tribute to the 
rough and tumble love of his warring 
family and the ‘hood itself. 


CRUMB 
MON 13 MAR 12.20AM 

1994 | Terry Zwigoff | 116 mins | 18 

Robert Crumb’s comics have a 
dysfunctional heart, and this award- 
winning documentary takes a moving 
and hilarious look at the cartoonist’s 
crazy upbringing and the warped 
visions he produced to cope with the 
burden. It includes intense interviews 
with his brother, whose own talent 
spiralled off into mental illness, and 
candid chats with some of the women 
Crumb has so explicitly depicted in 
his work. 


CURDLED 

WED 22 MAR 12.10AM 

1996 | Reb Braddock | 85 mins | 18 
ANGELA JONES, WILLIAM BALDWIN, 
BRUCE RAMSAY 


A woman satisfies her fascination for 
violent death by working in a post- 
murder clean-up agency. Sounds 
familiar? Tarantino lifted the idea for 
the Mr Wolf character in Pulp Fiction 
straight from a Braddock short, and 
repaid the director by producing this 
natty feature-length remake. 


DOCUMENTARY 


DANGEROUS 
GAME finan 


WED 26 APR 11.45PM 

1993 | Abel Ferrara | 108 mins | 18 

HARVEY KEITEL, MADONNA, JAMES RUSSO 
While directing a film about the break- 
up of a couple, HARveY KEITEL’s own 
marriage suffers from his absence, 
self-absorption and adultery with 
leading lady, MaDoNNa. The singer was 
upset about director Ferrara’s methods 
in making this stark battle of the 
sexes, especially the scenes when 
Keitel psychologically rapes her in the 
name of his art. As a whole, it 
possesses a penetrative cruelty typical 
of Ferrara’s work. 
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DARK STAR asin cr susrense 
FRI 17 MAR 10PM 

1974 | John Carpenter | 79 mins | PG 
BRIAN NARELLE, DRE PAHICH 


Halloween director John Carpenter’s 
sci-fi comedy is a laid-back ’70s tale 
of a bored crew drifting along on the 
Dark Star space cruiser, with nothing 
more than a rubber chicken, pet alien 
and suicidal bomb for company. A 
parody of 2001: A Space Odyssey 
with a Blake’s 7 budget. 


THE DAYS 

(DONG-CHUN DE RIZI) 

THUR 9 MAR 4.15AM 

1993 | Wang Xiaoshuai | 73 mins | no cert 
YU HONG, LIU XIAODONG 

A surprising break with the socially 
minded tradition of Chinese cinema, 
The Days is an elegantly shot two- 
hander about a couple in their thirties, 
both teachers, who leave the city for 
the countryside. There, however, they 
find they are simply avoiding the 
inevitable: their relationship is over. 


DEAD MAN WALKING 
FRI 24 MAR 1 

1995 | Tim Robbins | 117 mins | 15 
SUSAN SARANDON, SEAN PENN, 
ROBERT PROSKY 


Death-row drama, adapted by Robbins 
from a true story. SEAN PENN is intense 
and unpleasant as Matthew Poncelet, 
a convicted murderer and rapist, SUSAN 
SARANDON is the Catholic nun with 
whom he develops an uneasy alliance. 
Unflinching in its depiction of life on 
death row, the film tackles tough 
questions and, in its avoidance of 
easy answers and glib sentimentalism, 
proves extraordinarily affecting. 


DEATH RACE 2000 
SxtURDAY SPORTING Lire 

FRI 10 MAR 10PM, WED 22 MAR 
1.40AM, SAT 22 APR 12AM 

1975 | Paul Bartel | 80 mins | 18 

DAVID CARRADINE, SYLVESTER STALLONE 
Transcontinental road racers chalk up 
a body count while prime-time 
America watches. DaviD CARRADINE 
and foe SYLVESTER STALLONE - in his 
non-porn screen debut — pick off 
pedestrians, the frail and the weak 
(all of whom are allocated ‘points’) 

in this hilariously cheesy mulletfest. 
Hard to imagine this B-movie classic 
was conceived as a serious comment 
on social Darwinism; easier to believe 
as a live-action Looney Tunes with a 
cast borrowed from the World 
Wrestling Federation. 
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DEEP CRIMSON 
(PROFUNDO CARMESI) 

TUES 4 APR 12.20AM, SAT 15 APR 
2.55AM 

1996 | Arturo Ripstein | 110 mins | 18 
REGINA ORGZGO, DANIEL GIMENEZ CACHO 


Mexican version of the true tale of the 
Lonely Hearts Killers. An overweight 
embalmer (REGINA Orozco) dumps her 
kids to hook up with small-time 
Lothario (DANIEL GIMENEZ CACHO) as 
they embark on a series of widow 
murders. Comic, but shockingly cruel 
in parts. 


DELICATESSEN 

SAT 25 MAR 8PM 

1991 | Jean-Pierre Jeunet/Marc Caro | 95 
mins | 15 

DOMINIQUE PINON, KARIN VIARD, 
MARIE-LAURE DOUGNAC 


A cannibal landlord stalks his run-down 
post-apocalyptic building, looking for 
fresh meat. First on the menu is former 
clown Dominique PINON, who arrives to 
work as a handyman in the building’s 
delicatessen. The film’s directors had 
previously worked in cartoons and use 
both slapstick and a luxurious visual 
style to great effect: the palette is like 
gilt-edged raw meat, the story and 
characters irrepressibly original. Its 
most famous scene - a cinematic 
symphony in which all the tenants fall 
into the rhythm of a couple having sex 
- was parodied in a Miller beer advert, 
with a man jumping up and down ona 
bed trying to swat a fly instead of the 
prime-time unfriendly copulation. 


LES DEMOISELLES DE 
ROCHEFORT 

(THE YOUNG GIRLS OF ROCHEFORT) 
TUES 18 APR 6PM 

1967 | Jacques Demy | 119 mins | U 
CATHERINE DENEUVE, FRANCOISE 
DORLEAC, GEORGE CHAKIRIS 


Sweet, light musical with delectable 
CATHERINE DENEUVE and real-life sister 


FRANCOISE DORLEAC as dancing twins 
searching for love in this picturesque 
seaside town. Director Demy pays 
glorious tribute to the American 
musical, with top-flight help from 
ringer GENE KELLy and West Side 
Story’s Oscar-winning GEORGE CHAKIRIS. 


DESERT BLOOM 

WED 22 MAR SPM 

1988 | Eugene Corr | 102 mins | PG 
ANNABETH GISH, JON VOIGHT, ELLEN 
BARKIN 


A layered family drama set in ’50s 
Nevada that expertly evokes the era’s 
intoxicating mixture of eroding 
innocence, excited hope and 
McCarthyite paranoia. ANNABETH GISH 
is a 13-year-old girl suffering growing 
pains under the twin clouds of her 
abusive, alcoholic father (JON VOIGHT) 
and the nuclear threat from nearby 
bomb test sites. Her confusion only 
increases with the arrival of aunt ELLEN 
BarkIN, whose sunny sensuality 
overheats the household. 


THE DEVIL RIDES 
OUT Fitton 
TUES 4 APR 4AM, THUR 20 APR 
12.10AM 

1968 | Terence Fisher | 92 mins | 15 
CHRISTOPHER LEE, CHARLES GRAY, 
PATRICK MOWER 


A high point from the great era of 
British horror films. CHRISTOPHER LEE 
gets a rare chance to play the hero in 
this version of Dennis Wheatley’s 
novel about a foolish young man, 
Patrick Mower, dabbling with evil. 
CHARLES Gray is at his repulsive best 
as the source of Mower’s temptation, 
and Lee supremely righteous in return. 
Many years spent on the Hammer 
production line hadn’t dimmed 
Fisher’s appetite for creating 
unmatchable scenes of demented 
satanic rites. Making up the numbers 
is Yes Minister’s PAUL EDDINGTON — 
usually seen in only slightly less 
demonic surroundings. 


THE DE 

THUMBS 7 RIDE 

MON 3 APR 4.40AM, SAT 15 APR 
1.50AM, FRI 28 APR 4.55AM 

1947 | Felix E Feist | 60 mins | A 
LAWRENCE TIERNEY, TED NORTH 

Short and sharp hitch-hiker noir affair 
with LAWRENCE TIERNEY Catching a lift 
out of justice’s way. He goes incognito 
in a beach house with three fellow 
passengers — one man, two women, 
as a dragnet closes about him. 


THE DISCREET CHARM 
OF THE BOURGEOISIE 
(LE CHARME DISCRET DE LA 
BOURGEOISIE) SuRUEL 

TUES 28 MAR 10PM 

1972 | Luis Bufuel | 100 mins | 15 
FERNANDO REY, DELPHINE SEYRIG 
Bufuel's Oscar-winning mouth- 
watering comedy of man’s fruitless 
struggle for fulfilment invites six affluent 
people to dinner and refuses to feed 
them. Dream and reality fuse as each 
attempt to begin the meal is thwarted 
by events served up from the director's 
peerless imagination. FERNANDO REY 
suffers further frustration in That 
Obscure Object Of Desire (page 45). 


DISTANT VOICES, 
STILL LIVES Pinion 

TUES 11 APR 8PM 

1988 | Terence Davies | 80 mins | no cert 
PETE POSTLETHWAITE, FREDA DOWIE 
Autobiographical debut from 
Liverpool-born filmmaker Terence 
Davies. Post World War Il, and patriarch 
Pete POSTLETHWAITE rules his roost of 
Scousers with the proverbial iron fist 
and open palm. Essentially two films 
about two Davies family weddings, 
the action follows the struggling clan 
members whose escape into song 
and dance offers some hope in their 
hard lives. Painstaking attention to 
detail and exquisitely framed images 
add up to a dreamlike, yet realist, story 
of small working-class heroisms. Its 
sequel The Long Day Closes (page 36) 
is broadcast the following day. 


DIVINE MADNESS 


SUN 12 MAR 2.50AM 
1980 | Michael Ritchie | 89 mins | 15 
BETTE MIDLER, THE HARLETTES 


Ever since Babs Streisand turned all 
saccharine on us, BETTER MIDLER has 
taken over the mantle as the world’s 
best belter, as she proves in this 
hilarious and filthy concert movie. 


DJANGO war" 

SAT 25 MAR 12.30AM 

1966 | Sergio Corbucci | 87 mins | 18 
FRANCO NERO, EDUARDO FAJARDO 
Sergio Leone established a new 
frontier for westerns with A Fistful Of 
Dollars. Two years later, Corbucci 
strolled into town and blew the genre 
to smithereens. Iconic and influential 
(from Peckinpah to Woo) Django was 
muddier, bloodier and banned in 
Britain for over 20 years. Coffin- 
dragging Yankee FRANco NERO wreaks 
havoc in an anarchic border town 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 


THE DRILLER KILLER fitian 
SAT 11 MAR 1,.25AM, MON 24 APR 12AM 

1979 | Abel Ferrara | 94 mins | 18 
ABEL FERRARA, CAROLYN MARZ, HARRY SCHULTZ 


AseEL Ferrara is the frustrated artist driven to undertake a spot of street-level 
DIY. The film’s grisly reputation, while not entirely unwarranted, ignores a 
macabre sense of humour and what appears to be Ferrara’s own conviction: 
that modern urban life is worthless and many living it are mad. Banned for 
years in Britain, it inspired the original video nasty campaign. 


groaning with Confederate butchers, 
bastard banditos and dirty whores. 


D.0O.A. THE RITE OF 
PASSAGE 

MON 10 APR 12.35AM, FRI 28 APR 
3.25AM 

1980 | Lech Kowalski | 90 mins 118 
Sprawling and in-yer-face, D.O.A. 
follows the Pistols first US tour. Much 
of the footage will be familiar to 
anyone who has seen The Great Rock 
*N’ Roll Swindle, but this is less-stylised 
with gobbing fans and Augustus Pablo 
score marking it out as authentic. 


DOLORES CLAIBORNE 


TUES 28 MAR 12.20AM, TUES 11 APR 
12.20AM 

1995 | Taylor Hackford | 126 mins | 18 
KATHY BATES, JENNIFER JASON LEIGH 
After the success of Misery, studio 
bosses recalled KatHy BaTes/Stephen 
King for this psychological thriller. Bates 
is magnificent as foul-mouthed maid 
and lifelong victim Dolores accused of 
murdering her employer (a venomously 
disdainful Jupy Parritt). Estranged, 
disturbed daughter JENNIFER JASON 


LEIGH returns and dark secrets emerge 
as the women re-establish a bond 
marked by a history of abuse. 


DRAGSTRIP GIRL 

WED 8 MAR 3.55AM 

1993 | Mary Lambert | 75 mins | 15 
NATASHA WAGNER, MARK DACASCOS 
With Pet Sematary director Mary 
Lambert in the driver's seat, the 1957 
roadhog B-movie gets a new set of 
wheels. NATASHA WaAGNER is the speed- 
crazy chick who falls for beefy car 
thief MaRK Dacascos. 


THE DRILLER KILLER 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


ECLIPSE 

TUES 28 MAR 2.30AM 

1994 | Jeremy Podeswa | 95 mins | 18 
JOHN GILBERT, PASCALE MONPETIT 

A sexual chain reaction in anticipation 
of a solar eclipse. A husband picks up 
rent boys and seduces the maid. She 
molests her student who hooks up with 
a wife... The sepia/blue and whitefilm 
with intermittent colour intensifies the 
erotic feel and lovers’ melancholy. 
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FRI 10 MAR 2.50AM 

1996 | Howard Goldberg | 118 mins | 15 
JOANNA GOING, DYLAN WALSH, SEAN 
PATRICK FLANERY 


The lonely MS-stricken wife of teacher 
DYLAN WALSH finds spiritual freedom in 
a relationship with pupil SEAN PATRICK 
Fianery. What starts as a simple love 
triangle veers into weirdness with the 

_ onset of her out-of-body experiences. 


EL 

THUR 20 APR 6PM 

1952 | Luis Bufuel | 100 mins | no cert 
ARTURO DE CORDOVA, DELIA GARCES 
A dissection of middle-class marital 
woes from The Discreet Charm Of The 
Bourgeoisie (page 19) director, Luis 
Bufiuel. ARTURO De Corbova is the 
authoritarian bachelor who meets, 
then single-mindedly courts and 
marries DELIA GaRCES. Only then does 
his sexual repression give way to 
obsessive jealousy’and paranoia. 


ELIZABETH 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


vane FROM NEW 


RK taster Gr susrense 
Mh 20 MAR 10PM 
1981 | John Carpenter | 95 mins | 15 
KURT RUSSELL, LEE VAN CLEEF, ISSAC 
HAYES, DONALD PLEASANCE 


New York has been turned, not 
implausibly, into an enormous, walled 
prison. A plane carrying the US 
President (DONALD PLEASANCE) has just 
crashed into it. Taken hostage by a 
gang of Mad-Max style crims led by 
The Duke (Issac Hayes), super-criminal 
Snake Plissken (KuRT RUSSELL) is 
charged with getting the president 
out. Massively entertaining, small- 
budget action film enlivened by a 
surprisingly high-profile cast, not least 
the swaggering one-eyed Russell, 
doomed to explode if he fails. 


Santas NEW 
JERSE 

FRI 3 MAR iM 20AM, SUN 19 MAR 
4.15AM 

1989 | Carlos Sorin | 81 mins | PG 

DANIEL DAY-LEWIS, MIRJANA JOKOVIC, 
GABRIELA ACHER 


Dentist Danie Day-Lewis has the oral 
welfare of South America on his mind 
when he packs his drill and syringe 
and sets off on a mission to rid the 
world of ignorance and cavities. An 
unusual premise makes for a one-of- 
a-kind, hidden gem of a movie. 
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FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 
ELIZABETH Guardian 
Lene 


sponsors FimFour productions 
SAT 8 APR 10PM, MON 17 APR 8PM, 
FRI 28 APR 10PM 
1997 | Shekhar Kapur | 118 mins | 15 
CATE BLANCHETT, JOSEPH FIENNES, 
KATHY BURKE, ERIC CANTONA 


From the opening scenes of 
heretics burning at the stake, it’s 
clear that director Shekhar Kapur is 
not about to airbrush Britain's 
violent heritage. Building up to 
Queen Elizabeth I's accession to 
the throne in 1558, aged just 25, 
Kapur initially presents us with a 
naive young girl at the mercy of the 
Establishment. Elizabeth, however, 
is Henry Vill’s girl, and after some 
telling scenes showing the new 
queen talking to his portrait, Kapur 
slowly reveals her iron resolve, 
taking on the French, the Spanish, 
the Catholic church and even the 
Pope in her record 45-year-reign. 
Kapur films the story with a 
mythological slant and coaxes a 
stunning turn by Oscar-tipped 
Cate BLANCHETT. 


THE FALLEN 

IDOL Pinion 

TUES 11 APR 6PM, SAT 22 APR 6PM 
1948 | Carol Reed | 91 mins 1A 

RALPH RICHARDSON, MICHELE MORGAN 


Adaptation of a Graham Greene story. 
RALPH RICHARDSON plays a butler 
accused of murdering his wife with 
only posh schoolboy Bossy HENREY to 
fight his corner. Director Reed was at 
the peak of his powers when he made 
this. His next film was The Third Man. 


FALLING DOWN 

SAT 29 APR 10PM 

1993 | Joel Schumacher | 108 mins | 18 
MICHAEL DOUGLAS, ROBERT DUVALL, 
BARBARA HERSHEY 


Lone white man MicHAeL DouGLas 
takes on the world. First the divorce, 
then the restraining order, followed by 
the firing and finally the fuel-choked, 
gridlocked streets of a grimy Los 
Angeles send him into psychopathic 
overdrive. Leaving his car on the 
freeway, the white-shirted crew-cut 
Douglas embarks on a vengeful and 
murderous journey across town to find 
ex-wife BARBARA HERSHEY. An acute 
study of a man in freefall. 


FAREWELL MY 
CONCUBINE 

(BA WANG BIE Ji) 

THUR 9 MAR 1.45AM 

1993 | Chen Kaige | 150 mins | 15 

LESLIE CHEUNG, ZHANG FENGYI, GONG LI 


Controversial epic following the 
cloistered experiences of two Peking 
opera apprentices whose warped, 
sheltered lives echo against a 
background of war and Cultural 
Revolution. An impressively filmed 
calling-card for mainland Chinese 
cinema, Kaige’s classic was banned 
by a communist government scared 
of its lyrical beauty, political stance 
and allegorical frankness. 


FAT CITY Sonne ure 

THUR 16 MAR 10PM, FRI 24 MAR 4AM 
1972 | John Huston | 93 mins | AA 

STACY KEACH, JEFF BRIDGES 
Underground boxers batter each other 
for the sake of a few moments of glory 
and the means to continue to live their 
shabby, stuttering lives. Stacy KEACH 
plays a punch-drunk 29-year-old 
whose pugilistic career has never 
ventured beyond the back streets 
while JEFF BRiDGEs is the promising 
newcomer who fancies a crack at the 
old-timer. A seedy, greedy scene by 
veteran director John Huston. 


THE FEARLESS 
VAMPIRE KILLERS 
(AKA DANCE OF THE VAMPIRES) 
WED 19 APR 2.40AM 

1967 | Roman Polanski | 103 mins | 12 
JACK MACGOWRAN, ROMAN POLANSKI, 
ALFIE BASS, SHARON TATE 


Roman Polanski’s affectionate spoof 


on vampire movies. The film follows a 
fairly straightforward plot with 
professor and pupil tracking a vampire 
to his castle of horrors. But benefiting 
from Polanski’s warped vision, the film 
takes on a quality of comic weirdness 
never present in Hammer’s schlock 
output. Watch out for SHARON TATE, 
famously murdered by Charles 
Manson, in the role of Sarah. 


That Bitin Manhunter 


A moment of abject terror from Michael Mann’s serial killer thriller. 


| My god, he’s got tights on his head! 


The gangly, malignant ‘Tooth Fairy’ 
killer doesn’t take kindly to attempts to 
trap him. He seizes the journalist 
involved in the sting, who comes 
around and realises, immediately, that 
if he opens his eyes and sees the killer, 
he will not be allowed to live. The Tooth 
Fairy has his own ideas, however, and 


FESTEN 

(THE CELEBRATION) 

SUN 26 MAR 10PM, MON 17 APR 
10.15PM 

1998 | Thomas Vinterberg | 101 mins | 15 
ULRICH THOMSEN, HENNING MORITZEN, 
THOMAS BO LARSEN 


The first of the Dogme 95 films (page 


14) - the most exciting new genre 
around. Vinterberg’s debut features 
prodigal son ULRICH THOMSEN raising a 
glass to a cold, patrician father at his 
60th birthday party, only to pour scorn 
on Daddy for systematically and 
brutally abusing all the family at table. 
The ensuing chaos stands for all things 
rotten in the state of haute-bourgeoise 
Denmark as the servants subject their 
bickering masters to a lock-in from hell. 


FIXED BAYONETS! 
WED 1 MAR 6PM 

1951 | Samuel Fuller | 92 mins | A 

RICHARD BASEHART, JAMES DEAN 

James DEAN made his (uncredited) big- 
screen debut in this tough Korean War 
drama from mean and moody 
writer/director, Sam Fuller. A group of 
Gls become separated from their 
troop, and as the officers drop one by 
one, the young corporal RICHARD 
BASEHART takes Charge. 


THE FLY tear 

WED 5 APR 8PM 

1958 | Kurt Neumann | 90 mins | 15 
DAVID HEDISON, PATRICIA OWENS, 
VINCENT PRICE 

Rogue scientist VINCENT PRICE 
performs a pioneering experiment with 
matter transport but forgets to check 
the equipment for winged insects in 
this creepy sci-fi landmark. Half-man, 
half-bug — his wife will kill him. Well, if 
she’s got any sense... 


EMPIRE 


is determined the journalist should 
look upon his splendour. 


FORGOTTEN SILVER 


SAT 1 APR 11.40PM, FRI 14 APR 2.05AM 
1996 | Peter Jackson | 53 mins | no cert 
COSTA BOTES, PETER JACKSON 
Mischievous mock-doc from Heavenly 
Creatures director sheds light on 
pioneering early 20th-century NZ 
filmmaker Colin McKenzie — purported 
inventor of sound film and automated 
cameras — with backup from ‘found’ 
footage, critical bigwigs, stars and 
reverent studio bosses. An 
intentionally warped, hilarious prank. 


THE FOURTH MAN 

SUN 2 APR 2.45AM 

1983 | Paul Verhoeven | 104 mins | 18 
JEROEN KRABBE, RENEE SOUTENDIJK 
Paul Verhoeven’s last Dutch film 
before he hit the Hollywood big-time 
with Robocop. It’s a similar mix to his 


MANHUNTER |S SHOWING ON 3 MAR 10PM AS PART OF THE MANN MADE SEASON 


later Basic Instinct — only better. RENEE 
SOUTENDIJK is the black widow with 
three dead exes to her name. 

EXTREME 


FREAKS CINEMA 

FRI 10 MAR 11.45PM 

1932 | Tod Browning | 60 mins | 15 

HARRY EARLES, OLGA BACLANOVA, 
WALLACE FORD 

Stars of a travelling freak show close 
ranks when a trapeze artist and her 
strongman lover try to murder one of 
their throng. The title, plot line and 
unashamed use of real circus acts 
suggest unpardonable exploitation. 
But director Browning’s tender portrait 
of the genetically disfigured is a far- 
sighted wonder of touching humanity 
with the cast’s collective independence 
shining through with wit and warmth. 
Look and learn Mr Hoddle. 
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FULL METAL JACKET 
WED 1 MAR 10PM, SUN 9 APR 10PM 
1987 | Stanley Kubrick | 111 mins | 18 
MATTHEW MODINE, LEE ERMEY 
Kubrick’s Vietnam odyssey emphasises 
the depravity to which well-adjusted 
young men can sink once put through 
the dehumanising process of military 
training. Real-life marine drill instructor 
Lee Ermey steals the show with a 
barrage of non-PC verbal abuse that’s 
enough to make Snoop Doggy Dogg 
blush. Due to Kubrick’s fear of flying, 
the wastelands of East London’s Isle 
of Dogs were made over to look like 
war-torn Vietnam. Yet the grey English 
sky is unmistakable, an effect which 
makes the battlefield appear unearthly. 
Bleak but blackly funny at times. 


THE FUNERAL fin 

SUN 30 APR 11.40PM 

1996 | Abel Ferrara | 95 mins | 18 
CHRISTOPHER WALKEN, CHRIS PENN 
Second teaming for Ferrara and 
screenwriter Nicholas St John. CHris 
PENN and CHRISTOPHER WALKEN avenge 
the death of their brother in this hard 
noir thriller set amid organised labour 
and mob crime in 1930s New York. 


FUNNY BONES 

SUN 12 MAR 12.45AM 

1995 | Peter Chelsom | 122 mins | 15 
OLIVER PLATT, LEE EVANS, JERRY LEWIS 
A loving tribute to the faded spirit of the 
British seaside resort and its slapstick 
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tradition. Failed Las Vegas comic 
OLIVER PLatT journeys to Blackpool in 
search of inspiration and new material. 
What he discovers is the comic 
genius of Lee Evans. Together they trip 
through a tangled plot involving magic 
eggs, a smuggling ring and a shared 
secret. JERRY Lewis excels, as ever, as 
Platt’s overbearing (and much funnier) 
father. A strange, dark film with the 
magnificent, deeply unusual combo of 
Blackpool, Vegas and Jerry Lewis. 


GALLIVANT n 
FREE Pit ower 
SAT 8 APR 2AM 
1997 | Andrew Katting | 100 mins | 15 
GLADYS MORRIS, EDEN KOTTING 


sponsors FilmFour productions 


The director takes his 90-year-old 


grandmother (GLapys Morris) and 
handicapped daughter (EDEN KoTTiNG) 
on a journey around Britain in an 
extraordinary film. A gentle portrait of 
our national character through the 
experiences of three generations. 


GHOSTS... OF THE 
CIVIL DEAD anu" 


FRI 24 MAR 12.25AM 
1988 | John Hillcoat | 89 mins | 18 


DAVID FIELD, MIKE BISHOP, NICK CAVE 


Brutal, extreme and utterly compelling 
depiction of escalating violence in an 
experimental prison. Written in part by 
Nick Cave, whose role as an inmate 
reduced to communicating through 
feral whelps is genuinely disturbing. 


THE GRADUATE 

SAT 4 MAR 8PM, SUN 26 MAR SPM 
1967 | Mike Nichols | 101 mins | 1 
ANNE BANCROFT, DUSTIN HOFFMAN, 
KATHARINE ROSS 


The film which made Dustin : 
HOFFMAN a Superstar as the nerdish 
college graduate whose sexual 
initiation with the older Mrs 
Robinson is simultaneously cringe- 
inducing and erotic. ANNE 
Bancrort’s cool dissolves into 
jealousy of her daughter whose 
innocence and youthful beauty 
affect Hoffman in a way that his 
sordid liaison with her mother does 
not. Hoffman is an alienated 
twentysomething and the sense of 
apathy, uncertainty and post- 
adolescent depression give the film 
a dark undercurrent. Of course 
features Simon and Garfunkel’s 
legendary soundtrack. 


GIRLS IN PRISON 

WED 15 MAR 3.40AM 

1993 | John McNaughton | 76 mins | 15 
IONE SKYE, MISSY CRIDER, ANNE HECHE_ 
Teenage songwriter Missy CRIDER is 
framed for the murder of her agent and 
sent to an all-women prison where she 
is stalked by hitwoman ANNE HECHE. 
Camp, hilarious remake by the director 
of Henry: Portrait Of A Serial Killer. 


GIRLS TOWN 

SUN 9 APR 4AM 

1996 | Jim McKay | 89 mins | 15 

LILI TAYLOR, ANNA GRACE, ASIA MINOR 
Improvisatory fare where four teenage 
girls seek violent revenge on their 
male oppressors. LiL! TAYLOR excels in 
this high-school verité from REM 
video director Jim McKay. 


THE GRADUATE 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


LA GRANDE BOUFFE 
(BLOW-OUT) Ginewa” 

FRI 3 MAR 12AM 

1973 | Marco Ferreri | 124 mins | 18 
MARCELLO MASTROIANNI, PHILIPPE 
NOIRET, UGO TOGNAZZI, MICHEL PICCOLI 


A stomach-stretching, eye-opening 
feast of over-indulgence as four middle- 
aged men attempt the blow-out of their 
lives in the company of a female 
teacher and several prostitutes. But the 
gross excesses soon reveal their 
deeper desires and unexpected intents. 


GREGORY'S GIRL 
WED 15 MAR 10PM 

1982 | Bill Forsyth | 87 mins | A 

JOHN GORDON SINCLAIR, DEE HEPBURN, 
CLAIRE GROGAN 


Delightful teenage romantic comedy. 
JOHN GORDON SINCLAIR falls for feisty 
football-playing new girl, (DEE 
HEPBURN), but his amorous intentions 
have to overcome his crippling self- 
consciousness. Unbeknown to him, 
however, a truer love is closer to 
hand. A medley of adolescent faux 
pas and consequent embarrassments 
with some genuinely tender moments. 
A small-town Scottish Grease, with ill- 
fitting football kits. 


GUARDING TESS 

MON 20 MAR 8PM 

1994 | Hugh Wilson | 92 mins | 12 

SHIRLEY MACLAINE, NICOLAS CAGE 

The Bodyguard meets Driving Miss 
Daisy in this charming comedy drama. 
Nicotas Cace plays a special agent 
convinced his talents are wasted as 
head bodyguard ito SHIRLEY MACLAINE’S 
former First Lady. But a bond slowly 
develops between them and when 
she is kidnapped he pulls out all the 
stops to track her down. Cage does a 
nice job developing his character’s 
frustration into loyalty, but MacLaine 
steals the show as the hard-nosed 
grouch with a heart of gold. 


GURU IN SEVEN Finitiwn 
SUN 16 APR 10PM, THUR 27 APR 
10.30PM 

1998 | Shani S Grewal | 103 mins | 18 

NITIN CHANDRA GANATRA, SAEED JAFFREY 
A young Asian attempts to attain 
‘guru’ status down his local by 
sleeping with seven women in a week. 
The film works thanks to a rejection of 
PC pussyfooting and a fine central 
performance from Nitin CHANDRA 
GanaTra as the chancer - an authentic 
mix of lagered Lothario and sensitive 
child, lost in a world of sexual and 
racial politics. Look out for JACQUELINE 
Pearce — Servalan in TV’s Blake’s 7. 


HALF HUMAN: THE 
STORY OF THE 
ABOMINABLE 
SNOWMAN 

SAT 25 MAR 6PM, SAT 22 APR 4.40AM 
1957 | Kenneth G Crane /Ishiro Honda | 61 


mins | X 
JOHN CARRADINE, AKIRA TAKARADA 


JOHN CARRADINE is the scientist 
narrator of this remake of a Japanese 


‘sponsors FilmFour productions 


24 FULM POUR MARCHEAERUL 


film about a monstrous mountain 
dweller on the rampage after humans 
kill his son. The posters proclaimed 
‘1400 pounds of frozen fury that 
moves like a man! Half-man, half- 
beast but all human!’ 


HALLOWEEN iatten tr susrense 
SUN 19 MAR 10PM, WED 12 APR 1AM 
1978 | John Carpenter | 93 mins | 18 
DONALD PLEASANCE, JAMIE LEE CURTIS 
A masked maniac does knife tricks on 
babysitting teenagers in a pumpkin-pie 
suburb. Just how important is this film? 
It influenced everyone from Sam Raimi 
to the Ramones, made JAMIE LEE CurTIs 
a star, gave birth to the phenomenon of 
the sequel and had a generation 
screaming. With groundbreaking 
Steadicam work and the director’s own 
score, fear floats like a virus in 
Carpenter's masterpiece of suggestion. 
This version is a definitive cinemascope 
edit, approved by the director. 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 
HEAT 


THUR 2 MAR 10PM 
1995 | Michael Mann | 164 mins | 15 
AL PACINO, ROBERT DE NIRO, VAL KILMER 


HAMLET rut version 

WED 26 APR 1.35AM 

1996 | Kenneth Branagh | 233 mins | PG 
KENNETH BRANAGH, DEREK JACOBI 
Kenneth Branagh boldly takes on the 
full text of the Bard’s Danish drama 
with a gusto that grants easy access 
to this ‘difficult’ masterpiece. An 
ambitious, star-studded extravaganza. 


HAUNTED 

SAT 4 MAR 3.40AM 

1995 | Lewis Gilbert | 103 mins | 15 
AIDAN QUINN, KATE BECKINSALE 
Psychological horror from Lewis 
Gilbert (Alfie, Educating Rita). AIDAN 
Quinn is a sceptical parapsychologist 
whose professional sang-froid is 
disturbed by Kate BECKINSALE’S 
lascivious charms and incestuous 
relationship with her brother. 


HEAT 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


The one where At Pacino and Rosert De Nino meet on screen for the first 
time. A monumental moment, although the film itself falls just short of 
legendary. Pacino is the good cop on the trail of crim-with-a-heart De Niro. 
The inevitable final shoot-out results in the death of one, but only after the 
two men have established a mutual admiration born out of their respective 
professionalism. Convoluted and over-long, but Mann’s direction keeps you 
focused with stunningly shot heist scenes. The actors do not disappoint. 


_MARCH LISTINGS 


Fixed Bayonets! 5 
MANN MADE 


8.00 The Jericho Mile p33 
10.00 Full Metal Jacket p22 
12.00 The Shawshank 

Redemption 5 p43 
2.20 L’Amore Molesto p10 
4.00 Where The 


Sidewalk Ends 9 


6pm_ And Life Goes On 


MANN MADE 
8.00 LA Takedown p34 
10.00 Heat & p24 
12.50 The Violent Cop p48 
2.30 Come And See p17 
4.45 Arthur’s Hallowed 


Short Attention Span 
Cinema 


The Collector p16 
MANN MADE 

Manhunter 9 p37 
EXTREME CINEMA 

La Grande Bouffe p22 
Like Water 

For Chocolate p35 


Eversmile, New Jersey p20 


6pm Space Master X-76 p44 
7.15 Macross Plus (episode 1) p36 


8.00 The Graduate p22 
THE SPORTING LIFE 
Jerry Maguire 5 p32 
WAY OUT WEST 
The Big Gundown p12 
Nadja p39 
Haunted © p24 


VAccompagnatrice 
Wrestling Ernest 
Hemingway & 

THE SPORTING LIFE 
This Sporting Life 5 
The King Of 

Marvin Gardens & 
Pump Up The 
Volume & 
3.55 Kill Me Again 


p49 


10.05 
12.35 


p45 


p35 
2.15 
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MONDAY 6 
Stranger From Venus p44 


The Craft 5 p16 
THE SPORTING LIFE 
10.00 Hoop Dreams p31 
1.00 THX 1138 p46 
3.05 Barb Wire 8 p12 
4.50 Monster From 


Green Hell p38 


Whirlpool! 5 
The Wind And 
The Lion 

THE SPORTING LIFE 


p49 
p12 


p31 
BUNUEL SEASON 

12.35 The Criminal Life Of 
Archibaldo De La Cruz 


2.10 Barry Lyndon & 


WEDNESDAY 8 
Where The Sidewalk 


Ends 8 p49 
8.00 Beyond Rangoon p12 

THE SPORTING LIFE 

Raging Bull 5 p41 


Artemesia 
Mina Tannenbaum -. 
Dragstrip Girl 


p11 


THURSDAY 9 
6pm Housekeeping & 


8.00 Some Mother’s Son p44 
THE SPORTING LIFE 

10.00 The Loneliness Of 
The Long Distance 
Runner p36 


11.50 ...and justice for all 

1.45 Farewell My 
Concubine 

4.15 The Days 


p11 


FRIDAY 10 
Short Attention Span 


Cinema 
8.00 Raising Arizona & p40 
THE SPORTING LIFE 
10.00 Death Race 2000 p18 
EXTREME CINEMA 
11.45 Freaks p21 
1.00 Brewster McCloud p15 
2.50 Eden 


The Cosmic Man 


S = SUBTITLES AVAILABLE FOR THE HARD OF HEARING 


SATURDAY 11 
Robot Monster 


7.15 Macross Plus (episode 2) p36 
8.00 Starman & p44 
THE SPORTING LIFE 
10.00 White Men Can’t 
Jump 5 p48 
WAY OUT WEST 
12.00 The Shooting p43 
1.25 The Driller Killer p19 


Wes Craven’s New 
Nightmare 


Princess Caraboo 5 
The Shawshank 


Redemption & p43 
THE SPORTING LIFE 
10.30 Kingpin & p34 
12.45 Funny Bones p22 
2.50 Divine Madness p19 


The Navy vs 
The Night Monsters 


Killer’s Kiss 


THE SPORTING LIFE 
True Blue p47 
The Natural & p39 
Crumb & p17 
The House Of Yes 


Threesome & 


12 Angry Men 
The Cincinatti Kid 
THE SPORTING LIFE 
Billy The Kid And The 
Green Baize Vampire p13 


p47 
p16 


Hollywood 

Conversations p31 

BUNUEL SEASON 
12.20 Simon Of The Desert p43 
1.10 Crooklyn p17 
3.00 A Streetcar 


Named Desire 9 p44 


WEDNESDAY 15 
6pm_ Clockwise & 


8.00 Rambling Rose p42 
THE SPORTING LIFE 

10.00 Gregory’s Girl p24 

12.00 The Club p16 


1.40 Jason’s Lyric 
3.40 Girls In Prison 


THURSDAY 16 
6pm_ The Threepenny Opera p45 


8.00 The Playboys & p40 


THE SPORTING LIFE 
10.00 Fat City 

11.55 Smoke 8 

1.45 Blue In The Face 
Avalon & 


Cinema 

THE SPORTING LIFE 
8.00 Kingpin & 

JOHN CARPENTER 
10.00 Dark Star 

EXTREME CINEMA 
12.00 The Holy Mountain 
Saviour Of The Soul 
M. Butterfly 


SATURDAY 18 
6pm 


Project Moonbase 


8.00 Peter’s Friends 
JOHN CARPENTER 

10.00 Assault On 
Precinct 13 5 
WAY OUT WEST 


Mickey One 


The Train 
8.15 The Incredibly True 
Adventures Of Two 
Girls In Love 
JOHN CARPENTER 
10.00 Halloween 
11.45 Black Christmas 
Hoop Dreams 


MONDAY 20 


6pm _ Koyaanisqatsi 
8.00 Guarding Tess 9 
JOHN CARPENTER 
10.00 Escape From 
New York 8 
11.50 White Men 
Can’t Jump & 
1.45 Reform School Girl 
3.05 Ruby In Paradise 


TUESDAY 21 


6pm_ Sleeper 

8.00 Les Visiteurs 
JOHN CARPENTER 

10.00 Starman & 

12.05 Hollywood 
Conversations 


Short Attention Span 


7.15 Macross Plus (episode 3) 


11.45 Ride In The Whirlwind 
New York, New York & 


Eversmile, New Jersey p20 


p20 
p43 
p14 


p34 
pis 


p31 


p36 
p39 
p12 


p42 


p46 


p33 
p24 


p13 
p31 


p34 
p24 
p20 
p48 


p42 
p42 


p43 
p48 
p44 


p31 


12.35 
2.35 
4.10 


6pm 
8.00 
12.10 


6pm 
8.00 


10.00 
11.50 
1.30 


3.30 


6pm 


8.00 
10.00 


12.30 


2.00 
4.45 


6pm 
8.00 
10.00 
11.45 
12.40 
2.20 


4.00 


WEDNESDAY 22 


THURSDAY 23 


FRIDAY 24 
Short Attention Span 


SATURDAY 25 


BUNUEL SEASON 
The Milky Way 
Whirlpool & 

Le Samouri 


Matinée 
Desert Bloom © 
JOHN CARPENTER 


10.00 Prince Of Darkness () 


Curdied 


1.40 Death Race 2000 8 


4.35 Stranger From Venus 


A Summer's Tale 
Bob Roberts 
JOHN CARPENTER 
They Live 

Body Bags 
Wrestling Ernest 
Hemingway 
Barb Wire 8 


Cinema 


«and justice for all 
Dead Man Walking 8 


EXTREME CINEMA 
Ghosts... Of The 
Civil Dead 
Penitentiary 

Fat City 


Half Human 


7.15 Macross Plus (episode 4) 


Delicatessen 
Brazil 

WAY OUT WEST 
Django 

The Last Detail 
Monster From 
Green Hell 


The Wind And 
The Lion 

The Graduate 
Festen 

The Name Of This 
Film Is Dogme 95 
The Jericho Mile 
The Loneliness Of 
The Long Distance 
Runner & 

Beyond Rangoon 


p38 
p49 


p37 
p18 


p40 
p17 
p18 


p44 
p14 


p45 
p14 


pi1 
p18 


p22 


p36 
p18 
pi5 


p19 
p35 


p49 
p22 
p21 


p33 


p36 
p12 


6pm_ High Noon & 
8.00 Independent Spirit 


Awards 

JANE CAMPION 
10.00 Sweetie p45 
12.20 The Portrait Of 

A Lady p40 


2.40 Peter's Friends 
4.20 Blackmail & 


TUESDAY 28 


6pm_ Hotel Du Nord p32 
8.00 I’ve Heard The 
Mermaids Singing p33 
BUNUEL SEASON 
10.00 The Discreet Charm 
Of The Bourgeoisie p19 
11.50 Hollywood 


Conversations -"p3i 
12.20 Dolores Claiborne p19 
2.30 Eclipse p19 
4.10 The Cool And 


The Crazy 


WEDNESDAY 29 


Voyage To The Bottom 
Of The Sea & 


SIMON CALLOW'S 
DOUBLETAKE 


8.00 Turkish Bath - Hamam p47 
10.00 The Company Of 
Wolves 


p48 


p17 
12.00 Beautiful Girls p12 
2.05 Le Samouri p42 


3.50 Reflections In A 


Golden Eye 8 p42 


Starman 8 p44 
8.00 Kiss Me Deadly & p34 
10.00 Billy Kid And The Green 


Baize Vampire 8 p13 
11.45 Alamo Bay p10 
1.35 My Dinner With André p38 


Suture p44 


Short Attention Span 


Cinema 
8.00 Jerry Maguire p32 
10.30 House Party 8 p32 


EXTREME CINEMA 

12.40 The Living End & p35 

2.15 The Incredibly True 
Adventures Of Two 

Girls In Love 

Black Rainbow 


MARCH-APRIL FILMFOUR 27| 


SATURDAY 1 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 

6pm _ The Ladykillers p35 

8.00 The Third Man & p45 

10.00 The Last Supper p35 

11.40 Forgotten Silver p21 
CULT SATURDAY 

12.40 The Usual Suspects p47 

2.25 They Live p45 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 

4.00 it Happened Here 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
6pm Howards End f p32 
9.00 Martha - Meet Frank, 
Daniel And Laurence p37 
11.00 The Hit p31 


Maitresse p37 
The Fourth Man p21 
Tonite Let’s Make 

Love In London p46 


Century Of Cinema: 
Typically British p15 
8.00 Jefferson In Paris p33 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 

10.30 The Acid House p10 
12.55 City Hall p16 
2.45 ...and justice for all p11 
4.40 The Devil Thumbs 

A Ride p18 


TUESDAY 4 


6pm Two Weeks In 
Another Town p47 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 

8.00 How To Get Ahead 
In Advertising p32 
BUNUEL SEASON 

10.00 The Phantom Of 


Liberty p39 
11.50 Hollywood 

Conversations p31 
12.20 Deep Crimson p18 
2.15 The Possession Of 

Joel Delaney p40 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
4.00 The Devil Rides Out p18 


Creature From 
The Black Lagoon p17 
KERMIT’S DOUBLETAKE 

8.00 The Fly & p21 
10.00 Piranha & p39 
11.45 Meet The Feebles p37 


28 RIL MEOUR MAR CHEARRIC 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
1.20 The Hound Of The 
Baskervilles 
3.00 Wolfen 


THURSDAY 6 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
6pm_ it Happened Here 
8.00 The Collector 


12.30 Brighton Rock 4 
2.00 Ruby 

BRITISH FILM MONTH 
3.50 Peter’s Friends 


Cinema 

8.00 Starman 

10.00 Assault On 
Precinct 13 
EXTREME CINEMA 

11.40 Hellraiser 


3.55 Hellraiser Ill: 
Hell On Earth 


SATURDAY 8 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 


8.00 In The Bleak 
Midwinter 
10.00 Elizabeth 
CULT SATURDAY 
12.05 The Wicker Man 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 
2.00 Gallivant 
4.10 London 


6pm _ L’Atalante 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 


12.00 A Brighter 
Summer Day 
4.00 Girls Town 


MONDAY 10 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
6pm_ The Ladykillers 
8.00 Howards End & 
10.30 Jubilee & 
12.35 D.O.A. The Rite 
Of Passage 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 
2.10 Twin Town 
4.00 Monty Python’s 
Life Of Brian 


6pm_ Short Attention Span 


p32 
p49 


p33 
p16 


10.00 10 Rillington Place © p44 


p15 
p42 


p39 


p44 
p12 


p31 


2.00 Hellbound: Hellraiser Il p31 


p31 


6pm _ Passport To Pimlico © p39 


p33 
p20 


p49 
p22 
p36 


p12 


8.00 Vigo - Passion For Life p48 
10.00 Full Metal Jacket 8 


p22 


p15 
p22 


p35 
p32 
p33 
p19 
p47 


p38 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
6pm_ The Fallen Idol & 
8.00 Distant Voices 
Still Lives 8 
BUNUEL SEASON 
10.00 That Obscure Object 
Of Desire 
11.50 Hollywood 
Conversations 
12.20 Dolores Claiborne 9 
2.30 Time After Time 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 

6pm_ The Third Man & 

8.00 The Long Day 
Closes & 

9.30 Kingpin 

23.30 British Film Shorts 

1.00 Halloween & 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 

2.35 Made In Britain 

3.50 Scum 


THURSDAY 13 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
6pm_ Brighton Rock & 
8.00 Hoop Dreams & 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 
11.00 Under The Skin 
12.45 Boston Kickout 
2.30 Jerry Maguire 8 
4.45 The Last Laugh 


FRIDAY 14 


6pm_ Short Attention Span 

Cinema 

BRITISH FILM MONTH 
8.00 ALife Less Ordinary 
10.00 Brazil 

EXTREME CINEMA 
12.30 The Ugly 
2.05 Forgotten Silver 
3.00 Braindead 


SATURDAY 15 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
6pm_ The Titfield 
Thunderbolt 
8.00 The Land Girls 
10.00 Copycat & 
CULT SATURDAY 
12.05 Kiss Me Deadly & 
1.50 The Devil Thumbs 
A Ride 
2.55 Deep Crimson 
4.50 Simon Of The Desert 


APRIL LISTINGS S = SUBTITLES AVAILABLE FOR THE HARD OF HEARING 


p20 


p19 


p45 
p31 


p19 
p46 


p45 


p36 
p34 


p24 


p15 
p31 


p47 
p15 


p35 
p15 


p47 
p21 
pis 


p46 
p35 
p17 


p35 


p18 
p18 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
6pm Clockwise & 
8.00 Beyond Rangoon 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 
10.00 Guru In Seven 
12.15 The Sunchaser 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 
Trojan Eddie 
Kiss Or Kill 8 


2.15 
4.00 


6pm _ The Last Laugh 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 
8.00 Elizabeth 5 


10.15 Festen 


Dogme 95 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 
Stella Does Tricks 
Hustler White 

Kill Me Again 


TUESDAY 18 


6pm_ Les Demoiselles 
De Rochefort 

8.15 The Jericho Mile 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 

10.00 McVicar 

11.55 Hollywood 
Conversations 

12.25 Some Mother’s Son 

2.15 Wrestling Ernest 
Hemingway & 

4.15 Wild Style 


WEDNESDAY 19 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
6pm Howards End & 
8.30 Brewster McCloud 

BRITISH FILM MONTH 
10.20 This Sporting Life & 
12.35 Mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein 
The Fearless 
Vampire Killers 
High Noon & 


2.40 


4.25 


THURSDAY 20 


6pm_ El 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 
8.00 Othello 
10.15 The Reckoning 
12.10 The Devil Rides Out 
1.45 The Wicker Man 
3.15 The Prince Of 
Darkness © 


pi6 
p12 


p24 
p44 


p35 


p20 
p21 


12.00 The Name Of This Film Is 


p44 
p33 
p34 


p18 
p33 


p37 


p31 
p44 


p32 
pi5 


p45 


p37 


p20 


p38 
p41 
p18 
p49 


6pm_ Short Attention Span 


Cinema 

8.00 Sweetie p44 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 

10.00 The Hit p31 
EXTREME CINEMA 

12.00 Tokyo Fist p46 


1.35 Legend Of The 
Overfiend 
3.20 The Sunchaser 


SATURDAY 22 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 


6pm_ The Fallen Idol & p20 

8.00 Trees Lounge © p46 

10.00 Christine 5 pi6 
CULT SATURDAY 

12.00 Death Race 2000 pi8 

1.25 Clerks p16 

2.55 The Last Detail p35 


4.40 Half Human 


Starman 5 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 


6pm p44 


8.00 Monty Python’s 

Life Of Brian p38 
10.00 Velvet Goldmine p47 
12.40 Jubilee p33 


2.25 Turkish Bath - Hamamp47 
4.10 Creature From 
The Black Lagoon p17 


MONDAY 24 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
6pm_ Passport To Pimlico 5 p39 


8.00 Kes p33 

10.00 The Land Girls 5 p35 
ABEL FERRARA 

12.00 The Driller Killer p19 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
1.40 10 Rillington Place & p44 
3.30 The Collector p16 


TUESDAY 25 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
6pm _ The Titfield 

Thunderbolt 
8.00 Smoke 

BRITISH FILM MONTH 
10.00 Vigo - Passion For Life p48 
11.45 Hollywood 


p46 
p43 


Conversations p31 
ABEL FERRARA 
12.15 Ms.45 p38 
2.15 China 9, Liberty37 p15 


4.10 Blue In The Face p14 


WEDNESDAY 26 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 
6pm_ The Ladykillers 9 
8.00 The Playboys 

BRITISH FILM MONTH 
10.00 Solomon And Gaenor 

ABEL FERRARA 
11.45 Dangerous Game & 
1.35 Hamlet 


p35 
p40 


p43 


THURSDAY 27 


6pm_ Whirlpool 8 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 


8.00 High Hopes p31 

10.30 Guru In Seven p24 
ABEL FERRARA 

12.20 Body Snatchers p14 


1.45 Copycat 9 
3.45 Beyond Rangoon 


FRIDAY 28 


6pm_ Short Attention Span 

Cinema 

BRITISH FILM MONTH 

The Madness Of 

King George p37 

10.00 Elizabeth p20 
EXTREME/ABEL FERRARA 


8.00 


12.05 Bad Lieutenant p12 
1.45 Villain p48 
3.25 D.O.A. The Rite 

Of Passage p19 
4.45 The Devil Thumbs 


A Ride p18 


SATURDAY 29 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 


6pm_ The Third Man & p45 

8.00 Brassed Off p15 

10.00 Falling Down & p20 
ABEL FERRARA 

12.00 The Addiction p10 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 

1.55 The Acid House p10 


3.45 Brewster McCloud 


BRITISH FILM MONTH 


6pm_ P’Tang Yang Kipperbang p40 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 

8.00 My Childhood p38 

9.00 My Ain Folk p38 


10.00 My Way Home p39 
ABEL FERRARA 

11.40 The Funeral p22 
BRITISH FILM MONTH 

1.20 The Reckoning p41 


3.25 Jefferson In Paris p33 


MARCH HIGHLIGHTS 


JANE CAMPION SHORTS MON 27 MAR 

Three short films by Holy Smoke director Jane Campion are 
showing with her features, Sweetie and The Portrait Of A Lady. 
Peel 9.30Pm A drive in the country for a family of stubborn 
redheads becomes an intrigue of awesome belligerence. 
Passionless Moments (also FRI 21 APR 9.40PM) A wry look 
at life in a Sydney suburb. 

A Girl's Own Story 11.45PM A dark, humorous take on 
adolescence, Beatlemania, family squabbles and incest, 
blended together in a world where family is strange, 
adulthood lonely and innocence perverse. 


ALSO 
Just Desserts FRI 3 MAR 2.10AM The suggestiveness of food 
and sex is revealed in broth, Venetian fritters, cornmeal, 
dumplings and pizzas. Set in the ’70s, it traces the sexual 
development of an Italian-Australian Catholic girl. Plays with 
La Grande Bouffe and Like Water For Chocolate 

On Edge SAT 11 MAR 3AM A rude patient is treated by a 
mysterious dentist and gets more than he bargained for. 
Based on a short story by horror writer Christopher Fowler, 


APRIL HIGHLIGHTS 


UK SHORTS WED 12 APRIL 11.30PM 
Supporting FilmFour’s season of UK films, there is a programme 
of new and award-winning British shorts. 

Home (also SAT 22 APR 9.40PM) This BAFTA-winning short is a 
lyrical, atmospheric piece set in Glasgow. Both tragic and 
comic, it follows a young housing officer on his daily rounds. 
The Cookie Thief A tea-break escalates into a silent duel 
between a flirtatious businessman and a young woman. Starring 
Jack Davenport this made the Official Selection at Cannes ’99. 
Anthrakitis Dolly hoards coal and is trying to hold on to 
memories of her husband and son. Her niece Winnie is cold and 
wants to borrow some coal, but it’s more than Dolly’s life is 
worth to let her. 

Wiper The grimy energy of a young man making his living as a 
wiper is perfectly captured in this compelling film. 

Truel An award-winning FilmFour production, set in 1830s 
France. A woman trapped in a bad marriage uses her 
knowledge of maths to engineer a truel — a duel with three men 
- between her husband, her lover and a third man. 

Clueless Misunderstanding arises when a handsome burglar 
returns to the scene of a crime and inadvertently becomes 
wrapped up in the disintegrating love life of his victims. With 
JASON FLEMYNG (Lock, Stock And Two Smoking Barrels). 


ALSO . 

Kill The Day MON 3 APR 12.25AM and SUN 30 APR 11.15PM 
Truthful and beautiful drama about one man’s struggle with 
drugs from acclaimed Scottish New Wave director Lynne 
Ramsay (Ratcatcher). Plays with The Acid House. 

Frog Crossing WED 5 APR 9.35PM A nature lover playing 
crossing guard for frogs on a highway meets his soul mate in 
this deadpan comedy of amphibian-assisted love. It is followed 


i FILMFOUR MARCH-APRIL 


Your guide to short films 


starring CHARLEY Boorman and Douc Braotey (Hellraiser). Plays 
with The Driller Killer. 

Sleeping Beauties WED 22 MAR 11.45PM Winner of the C4 
Transmission Prize at the 1999 London Lesbian and Gay Film 
Festival, stars RADHA MitcHeLt (High Art) as an ice-cold beauty 
sent to try the patience of a mortuary cosmetician. 

Aprés La Pluie FRI 24 MAR 12.05AM A seemingly healthy 
African man in Paris asks to be let into a hospital room to die, 
but finds it hard to persuade doctors he will die that night. 
Plays with Dead Man Walking 

Peppermills TUES 28 MAR 9.25PM Award-winning tale of a 
glamorous blonde who becomes obsessive about retrieving 
her collection of stolen peppermills. It plays with The Dinner 
Party, a wry lesbian threesome flirtation over dinner, directed 
by Lisa Cholodenko (High Art). This sapphic double-bill plays 
with I’ve Heard The Mermaids Singing. 

The Dead Boys’ Club FRI 31 MAR 12.10AM Toby wears the 
shoes of his cousin's recently deceased lover and is 
transported to a ’70s world of disco and pre-AIDS promiscuity. 
Mark Christopher’s magical short pays homage to the 
generation that paved the way for today’s gay community. 


by Frog Porn. A ribbiting double-bill of pig-free shorts to 
support Kermit’s Doubletake. 
H Is For House THUR 6 APR 7.40PM Peter Greenaway’s 
deceptively straightforward celebration of family and country 
life set to the music of Vivaldi and a spoken alphabet. 
The Forbidden FRI 7 APR 1.20AM Salome FRI 7 APR 3,35AM 
Clive Barker’s experimental shorts support the Hellraiser films. 
Fever THUR 13 APR 12.25AM A woman in a long-term 
relationship experiments with casual sex before returning to her 
boyfriend. Directed by Carine Alder, it plays with Under The Skin. 
A Sense Of History THUR 27 APR 10PM Mike Leigh’s 
tragi-comic spoof documentary leads us down an extraordinary 
road of personal revelations as the eccentric aristocrat, Jim 
BroabBenr, recounts the successful murders of his wife, 
children and homosexual brother. Plays with High Hopes. 
Rosert HUTCHINSON 


HELLBOUND: 
HELLRAISER II exe" 

FRI 7 APR 2AM 

1988 | Tony Randel | 89 mins | 18 

ASHLEY LAURENCE, KENNETH CRANHAM 


Kicking off two hours after the first 
Hellraiser, this no-frills shocker finds 
ASHLEY LAURENCE in a mental asylum 
getting to grips with the mysteries of 
the Lament Configuration - a creepy 
Rubik’s cube that opens the gateway 
to hell, where gratuitous gore is always 
(literally) just around the corner. 


HELLRAISER chau" 

FRI 7 APR 11.40PM 

1987 | Clive Barker | 89 mins | 18 

CLARE HIGGINS, ASHLEY LAURENCE 
Horror writer Barker made his directing 
debut with this self-penned, chiller, the 
first of a dark, lucrative S&M-themed 
trilogy. Teenager ASHLEY LAURENCE and 
family move to a new home and 
unwittingly awaken a squishy creature 
that turns out to be long-lost Uncle 
Frank. Seduced by his masochistic 
passions, mum follows him to the dark 
side, unleashing the eerie, demonic 
Cenobites, who sold their souls for a 
much bigger part in the sequel. 


HELLRAISER III: 

HELL ON EARTH &iau" 
FRI 7 APR 3.55AM 

1992 | Anthony Hickox | 93 mins | 18 

TERRY FARRELL, KEVIN BERNHARDT 

This final instalment drops all artistic 
pretensions to become a splatter-happy 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 


vehicle for arch-villain Pinhead. He uses 
decadent nightclub owner KEVIN 
BERNHARDT to satisfy his perverted 
pleasures by creating an amusing, if not 
very scary, batch of Cenobites: 
Camerahead, Barbie (freshly wrapped 
in barbed wire) and, er, CD-head. 


HIGH HOPES 


FILMFOUR 


BRITISH 

FILM MONTH GLuiieute 
THUR 27 APR 8PM 
1988 | Mike Leigh | 107 minutes | 15 
PHILIP DAVIS, HEATHER TOBIAS 


‘sponsors FilmFour productions 


The second Mike Leigh film to make it 


to the cinema (after Bleak Moments, 17 
years earlier), this laid the blueprint for 
Life Is Sweet and Secrets And Lies. At 
its core is a working-class family split 
by the times — an ageing, lazzy hippy 
son and a grotesquely aspirational 
daughter, with mum in the middle. 


HIGH NOON 

MON 27 MAR 6PM 

1952 | Fred Zinnemann | 81 mins | U 
GARY COOPER, GRACE KELLY 


Gary Cooper won a best-actor Oscar 


for his portrayal as a marshal waiting 
for a killer to roll into town. As the 
clock ticks toward noon, the tension 
takes its toll. A minimalist, immensely 
powerful western. 


THE HIT Pinion 
SUN 2 APR 11PM, FRI 21 APR 10PM 
1984 | Stephen Frears | 94 mins | 18 


TERENCE STAMP, JOHN HURT, TIM ROTH 


Supergrass TERENCE Stamp has been 


hiding out in Spain for ten years, 
preparing for the day his ex-partners 
in crime catch up with him. So when 
heavies JOHN Hurt and Tim RotH turn 
up, he’s ready as calm as Des Lynam 
on mogadon. Frears’ magnificent 
essay on mortality examines the shifts 
in the threesome’s relationship. 


THE HOLY 

MOUNTAIN Gian" 

FRI 17 MAR 12AM 

1975 | Alexandro Jodorowsky | 113 mins | 18 
HORACIO SALINAS, ZAMIRA SAUNDERS 
Jodorowsky pillages religion, Spanish 
history and Dali paintings for another 
freaked-out religious vision to follow 
on from El Topo. It’s a fantasy land of 
crucified lambs, lizards in priests’ 
clothing and public executions to 
insult most groups in society. Nice. 


HOLLYWOOD 
CONVERSATIONS 
SHOWING TUES 7 MAR 12.05AM, 

14 MAR 11.35PM, 21 MAR 12.05AM, 
28 MAR 11.50PM, 4 APR 11.50PM, 

11 APR 11.50PM, 18 APR 11.55PM, 
25 APR 11.45PM 

1999 | Mike Figgis | 8 x 25 mins | no cert 
Ever wondered what the stars think of 
the system that made them famous? 
Britain's Mike Figgis gets the lowdown 
from stars such as ROSANNA ARQUETTE, 
JERRY BRUCKHEIMER and ELISABETH SHUE. 


HOOP DREAMS 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


HOOP DREAMS 
[pooumerany] 


LIFE 
MON 6 MAR 10PM, SUN 19 MAR 
1.20AM, THUR 13 APR 8PM 
1994 | Steve James | 171 mins | 12 
Five years of filming and some 250 
hours of footage went into making 
171 minutes of astonishing 
documentary, recently declared the 
best film of the ‘90s by The 
Observer. It follows the fortunes of 
two black kids who are given 
basketball scholarships to one of 
Chicago’s top high schools, at the 
same time showing Hollywood that 
nothing could be as unexpected and 
powerful as real life. The boys come 
up against fate, family problems and 
the weight of expectation in their bid 
to reach the NBA. A prodigious 
achievement that strips bare the 
myth of The American Dream. 


MARCH-APRIL FILMFOUR 31 | 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 


JERRY MAGUIRE Sonne ure 

SAT 4 MAR 10PM, FRI 31 MAR 8PM, THUR 13 APR 2.30AM 
1996 | Cameron Crowe | 133 mins | 15 
TOM CRUISE, CUBA GOODING JR, RENEE ZELLWEGER, KELLY PRESTON 


d 


Tom Cruise is the eponymous sports agent whose crisis of conscience forces 
him out of his agency. A watermark in America’s rising disillusionment with 
the professionalisation of sport, it made the record books when it became 
Cruise’s fifth film in a row to take more than $100m. It’s justly famous for 
Cruise’s central performance as the idealistic agent fired for his self- 
revelatory memo (memorably titled ‘The Things We Think And Do Not Say’). 
Oscar-winner Cusa Goopine Jr is exceptional as the loyal football pro who 
stays with him (despite the dodgy waterbed ads). See page 8. 


HOTEL DU NORD 

TUES 28 MAR 6PM 

1939 | Marcel Carné | 92 mins | PG 
ANNABELLA, LOUIS JOUVET, ARLETTY 
Lovers meet in a Parisian hotel 
determined to commit suicide 
together, but lose their nerve at the 
last moment. A beautiful tale which is 
improved still further by impressive 
sets, a mournful soundtrack and 
top-notch acting from French legend 
Louis JOUVET. 


THE HOUND OF THE 
BASKERVILLES Fitton 
WED 5 APR 1.20AM 

1959 | Terence Fisher | 83 mins | PG 
PETER CUSHING, CHRISTOPHER LEE, 
JOHN LE MESURIER 

A cadaverous PETER CUSHING is 
Hammer’s Sherlock Holmes and 
CHRISTOPHER Lee is Baskerville in one 
of the famous horror house’s finest 
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moments. Dark, decadent and prone 
to none of the buffoonery which 
would later mar Hammer. 


THE HOUSE OF YES 


MON 13 MAR 2.35AM 

1997 | Mark Waters | 85 mins | no cert 
PARKER POSEY, JOSH HAMILTON, TORI 
SPELLING 


Dark, kinky comedy centred around 


the repressed, incestuous relationship 
between JosH HAMILTON and his 
Jackie O-obsessed sister PARKER 
Posey. Returning home with his new 
fiancée, Tor! SPELLING, Hamilton’s 
greatest desire is that his family 
appear normal. No chance there. It 
turns out that PARKER Posey regularly 
re-enacts the Kennedy assassination, 
but that’s just one of the insane acts 
committed by this blood-thirsty family. 
A fierce piece of farce and sharp as a 
kitchen knife. 


HOUSE PARTY 

FRI 31 MAR 10.30PM 

1990 | Reginald Hudlin | 97 mins | 15 
KID'N’PLAY (CHRISTOPHER REID, 
CHRISTOPHER MARTIN), ROBIN HARRIS 


Hugely successful comedy starring 
rap duo Kip ’N’ PLay as the party- 
giving teens. Kid makes the film as 
the black Ferris Bueller who’s been 
grounded by his dad, harassed by the 
police and pursued by three school 
bad guys (Futt Force in an excellent 
cameo). Hudlin tries to tack ona 
coming-of-age moral message. Ignore 
it. This is a feel-good no-brainer with 
a party-loving cast and flat-top 
hairdos you could play pool on. 


HOUSEKEEPING 
THUR 9 MAR 6PM 

1987 | Bill Forsyth | 111 mins | PG 
CHRISTINE LAHTI, SARA WALKER, 
ANDREA BURCHILL 


Director Bill Forsyth has a reputation for 
clever, original films, including Gregory’s 
Girl and Local Hero and this retains all 
the qualities which made those so 
successful. SARA WALKER and ANDREA 
BuRCHILL are American sisters, cared 
for by aunt CHRISTINE LAHTI, whose 
eccentric ways cause local concern 
and create a rift between the girls. 


HOW TO GET AHEAD 
IN ADVERTISING Fin'itonnn 
TUES 4 APR 8PM 

1989 | Bruce Robinson | 90 mins | 15 
RICHARD E GRANT, RACHEL WARD, 
RICHARD WILSON 


At the end of the decade of red braces 
and pony-tailed execs, Withnail And | 
writer/director Bruce Robinson lanced 
his boil of bile against the advertising 
industry. His fast-talking mouthpiece 
is RicHaRD E Grant, who has never 
been more manic than as the adman 
realising the error of his consumerist 
ways, only to be taken over by a foul- 
mouthed, power-crazed boil. 
Unfortunately, his friends prefer the 
Thatcherite proclamations of his alter 
ego to his new-found idealism. Not a 
party political broadcast for the 
Conservative Party. 

BRITISH 


HOWARDS END Pinion 
SUN 2 APR 6PM, MON 10 APR 8PM, 
WED 19 APR 6PM 

1992 | James Ivory | 135 mins | PG 
ANTHONY HOPKINS, EMMA THOMPSON, 


Gloriously filmed adaptation of 
Forster’s novel of two families whose 
values collide as the opposing worlds 
of love and business, always 


unsuitable bedfellows, become 
horribly, tragically entwined. ANTHONY 
Hopkins is the cold Englishman whose 
dormant passions are awakened 

by the strong, intelligent Emma 
THompson. A great cast succeeds in 
bringing out much of the humanity in 
Forster’s work. 


HUSTLER WHITE 

MON 17 APR 2.35AM 

1996 | Bruce LaBruce/Rick Castro | 75 mins | 18 
TONY WARD, BRUCE LABRUCE 


Just-about-mainstream gay erotic 
comedy starring director BRUCE 
LaBruce as a European journalist 
investigating LA's hustler culture. He 
encounters, loses and then pursues 
the infrequently clad model Tony Warp. 
Shot in grainy 16mm, the film may be 
coy in comparison to LaBruce’s earlier 
work, but the S&M, bondage and 
fetish scenes are explicitly directed 
and enthusiastically performed. 


IN THE BLEAK 
MIDWINTER Pinions 

SAT 8 APR 8PM 

1995 | Kenneth Branagh | 95 mins | 15 
MICHAEL MALONEY, RICHARD BRIERS, 
JOAN COLLINS, JENNIFER SAUNDERS 


Must the show go on? Desperation 


forces resting actor MICHAEL MALONEY 
to sink his savings into a Danepak- 
style production of Hamlet, never a 
good idea at Christmas when all the 
real thesps are occupied with panto. 
Director Branagh takes on backstage 
life and actorly clichés with a best-of- 
British ensemble cast. Shot through 
with a sarcastic line in literary wit and 
Shakespearian japery. 


THE INCREDIBLY TRUE 
ADVENTURES OF TWO 
GIRLS IN LOVE 

SUN 19 MAR 8.15PM, FRI 31 MAR 
2.15AM 

1995 | Maria Maggenti | 90 mins | 15 
LAUREL HOLLOMAN, NICOLE PARKER 
High-school romance with an extra 
twist: a petrol-pumpin’ ‘baby dyke’ 
living in a women-only commune 


befriends her classmate - an honours 
student from the posh side of the 
tracks. When they become an out and 
proud couple, reactions from friends 
and family are priceless. This feature 
debut from writer/director Maggenti is 
a brilliantly accessible comedy of 
thoroughly modern manners. 


IT HAPPENED 

HERE fittonrn 

SAT 1 APR 4AM, THUR 6 APR 6PM 
1961 | Kevin Brownlow/Andrew Mollo | 
96 mins | PG 

PAULINE MURRAY, SEBASTIAN SHAW 


Accomplished low-budget film with 


astonishing ambition in its attempt to 
envision England after a successful 
NaZt invasion. The directors were just 
teenagers when they started the film’s 
six-year production. 


PVE HEARD THE 


MERMAIDS SINGING 
TUES 28 MAR 8PM 
1987 | Patricia Rozema | 79 mins | 15 


SHEILA MCCARTHY, PAULE BAILLARGEON 


Subtle debut from Canadian director 
Rozema about the dreams of a lonely 
and timid temp who escapes from 
reality through photography. Narrating 
her story as if to videotape, Polly 
(SHEILA McCarthy) is amazed to find 
herself in a full-time art-gallery job, with 
her new boss the focus of her attention, 
until she is wounded by the rejection 
of her own photos. McCarthy’s 
portrayal of the disillusioned but 
proud Polly is transfixing. Low-key, 
funny and absorbing. 


JASON’S LYRIC 

WED 15 MAR 1.40AM 

1994 | Doug McHenry | 115 mins | 18 
ALLEN PAYNE, BOKEEM WOODBINE, 
JADA PINKETT, FOREST WHITAKER 


A star-crossed love story set in the 


violent lives of young black men on 
the Houston streets. After his father is 
shot, ALLEN Payne tries to protect his 
brother Bokeem WoopBine from 
self-destruction while finding solace in 
his relationship with JADA PINKETT. 

But, when his brother falls in with 
Pinkett’s family, Payne has a choice to 
make. Ambitious, stirring and bristling 
with attitude. 


JEFFERSON IN PARIS 
MON 3 APR 8PM, SUN 30 APR 3.25AM 
1995 | James Ivory | 134 mins | 12 

NICK NOLTE, GWYNETH PALTROW 


Historical drama charting the alleged 


indiscretions of the otherwise fine 


upstanding president (Paris can have 
that effect on you). It is said he fell for 
a married woman and his negro slave 
girl with whom he fathered a child. 
Due to the lack of DNA testing back in 
1785, this remains purely speculative, 
but seeing as you can't libel the dead, 
we say go with it. Longish, but typical 
Merchant-lvory period splendour 
make this eminently watchable. 


THE JERICHO MILE wa 
WED 1 MAR 8PM, SUN 26 MAR 
12.40AM, TUES 18 APR 8.15PM 

1979 | Michael Mann | 98 mins | 12 

PETER STRAUSS, RICHARD LAWSON 


A prison inmate, in for murder, 
channels his anger and energy into 
becoming a world-class distance 
runner. Don’t be fooled by the feel- 
good premise of the go-getter with 
the self-belief to achieve and be a 
winner: this is a grimly realistic 
representation of life in an American 
prison with all the trimmings (racism, 
corruption, violence). A highly 
involving film by the director of 
Manhunter (page 37). 


JERRY MAGUIRE 
(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


JUBILEE Fin'tonrs 

MON 10 APR 10.30PM, SUN 23 APR 
12.40AM 

1978 | Derek Jarman | 100 mins | 18 
JENNY RUNACRE, TOYAH WILCOX 
Elizabeth | (Jenny RuNAcRE) drinks a 
time-travel potion prepared by her 
alchemist and finds herself in Britain 
at the end of the 20th century. It’s a 
nightmare vision: wandering through 
London, a bombed-out Airstrip One 
steadily looted by its vagrant citizens, 
she encounters feral weirdos who are 
delighted to tell her there’s no God, no 
country and — as they’re punks — no 
future. Derek Jarman’s expertise with 
Elizabethan lore and enthusiasm for 
the King’s Road affords glimpses of 
inspired magic in this rough diamond. 


KES Pit'itonrs 

MON 24 APR SPM 

1970 | Kenneth Loach | 107 mins | PG 
DAVID BRADLEY, LYNNE PERRIE 

Ken Loach’s bittersweet description of 
northern working-class life, adapted 
from Barry Hines’s celebrated novel. A 
young boy, bullied and buried within a 
system of institutionalised 
suppression, escapes on the wings of 
his pet kestral. Watch out for BRIAN 
Gvover’s tyrannical PE teacher. 
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KILL ME AGAIN 

SUN 5 MAR 3.55AM, MON 17 APR 4AM 
1990 | John R Dahl!92 mins!18 

VAL KILMER, JOANNE WHALLEY-KILMER, 
MICHAEL MADSEN 


Inspired casting has the Kilmer couple 


(in happier times) playing a vampish 
femme fatale and down-on-his-luck Pl 
on the run from the cops, some Las 
Vegas mobsters and the terrifying 
prospect of a jilted and vengeful 
MICHAEL MapseNn. A throwback to 
classic ’50s film noir, it’s a seedy, 
atmospheric thriller with a plot that 
cracks like a whip 


KILLER’S KISS 

MON 13 MAR 6PM 

1955 | Stanley Kubrick | 65 mins | no cert 
FRANK SILVERA, JAMIE SMITH, IRENE 
KANE 


Stanley Kubrick’s second feature film, 


Killer's Kiss was originally intended as 
a B-movie quickie, but Kubrick - 
showing that certain aspects of his 
personality were already in place — 
produced, wrote and edited the film 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 
KINGPIN Sarma ure 


himself. A New York film noir about 
the relationship between a boxer, 
JAMIE SMITH, and a mobster’s girlfriend, 
IRENE KANE, it is less interesting for its 
plotting and bargain-basement acting 
than for Kubrick’s eye for the dark 
corners and shifting, unreal shapes of 
the city. He had been a magazine 
photographer before turning to 
moving pictures, and it served him 
well. This was Kane’s only film: she 
gave up acting to become a journalist. 


THE KING OF MARVIN 
GARDENS 

SUN 5 MAR 12.35AM 

1972 | Bob Rafelson | 99 mins | no cert 
JACK NICHOLSON, BRUCE DERN, ELLEN 
BURSTYN 

Two brothers — JACK NICHOLSON is a DJ 
locked in a world of imagination and 
Bruce Dern, a petty felon subsisting 
on penny-ante get-rich-quick 
schemes -— are re-united in Atlantic 
City. A hallucinatory film, distinguished 
by two of the stand-out performances 
of the decade. 


SUN 12 MAR 10.30PM, FRI 17 MAR 8PM, WED 12 APR 9.30PM 
1996 | Peter Farrelly / Bobby Farrelly | 109 mins | 12 
WOODY HARRELSON, RANDY QUAID, BILL MURRAY 


The funniest and most deranged film from the Farrelly brothers, who, in their 
bigger hits Dumb And Dumber and There’s Something About Mary, are never 
quite as barking as they are here. An Amish renegade hooks up with Woopy 
HARRELSON (former-world-bowling-champion-turned travelling salesman) to be 


schooled in bowling and degeneracy. 


. The real villain, however, is BILL 


Murray, Harrelson’s evil bowling rival. Gross but strangely glam in its 
showmanship, be sure to watch till the end of the credits. 
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KINGPIN 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 
CULT 


KISS ME DEADLY Sitbnow 
THUR 30 MAR 8PM, SAT 15 APR 
12.05AM 

1955 | Robert Aldrich | 100 mins | 12 
RALPH MEEKER, ALBERT DEKKER, 
CLORIS LEACHMAN 


Ecleticism, plagiarism, call it what you 
will, but at least Tarantino and Repo 
Man director, Alex Cox, have lifted 
from the best of sources. Spot the 
common iconography in this brutal 
nuclear noir, based on a Mickey 
Spillane story. A degenerate PI vies 
with plier-wielding villains and back- 
stabbing femme fatales to control a 
suitcase and its glowing contents. 
RALPH MEEKER lends heart to his 
character’s sneering, grandad-bashing 
misogynist. FilmFour is showing the 
director's cut with the studio-refused 
ending restored. 


KISS OR KILL 

SUN 16 APR 4AM 

1997 | Bill Bennett | 92 mins | 18 

FRANCES O'CONNOR, MATT DAY, CHRIS 
HAYWOOD 

Aussie road movie with a difference. A 
conniving couple go on the run when 
one of their tricks goes terribly wrong. 
But their relationship dissolves as they 
start to suspect one another of the 
murders that shadow their escape from 
police and a paedophile sports star. 
Director Bennett’s jump-cut editing 
intensifies the paranoia in this leftfield 
film that turns the genre on its head. 


KOYAANISQATSI 
MON 20 MAR 6PM 

1982 | Godfrey Reggio | 82 mins | U 

A nature film of epic proportions 
containing neither dialogue nor plot. 
Disparate images — Hopi Indian cave 
paintings, clouds, waves, mountain 
ranges — offer an impressionist 
account of contemporary America. 
Beautifully shot with a strident Philip 
Glass score, Reggio’s message is 
clear: unchecked industrial expansion 
is disastrous both to the planet and 
the human spirit. 


LA TAKEDOWN «wx: 
THUR 2 MAR SPM 

1989 | Michael Mann | 93 mins | 15 
SCOTT PLANK, MICHAEL ROOKER, ELY 
POUGET 

The filtered sunsets, hi-tech urban 
locations, designer T-shirts and 
wammy-bar guitar soundtracks of 


Michael Mann’s work make his post- 
modern direction instantly recognisable. 
This was the original TV version of 
Heat (page 24). A philosophising 
crook plays tooled-up Tom and Jerry 
with his law enforcement nemesis as 
he takes on one last job. A fine crime 
drama in its own right. 


THE 

LADYKILLERS Pinion 
SAT 1 APR 6PM, MON 10 APR 6PM, 
WED 26 APR 6PM 

1955 | Alexander Mackendrick | 87 mins | U 
ALEC GUINNESS, PETER SELLERS, 
CECIL PARKER 


The last nugget from Ealing’s rich 
seam is comedy gold. The star- 
studded cast is led by spiv ALEC 
GUINNESS masterminding a bank heist 
with fellow crooks HERBERT Lom, PETER 
SELLERS and CeciL PARKER, only to be 
thwarted by old dear, KaTiE JOHNSON. 
Jack Warner plays a policeman called 
Dixon who started patrolling the Dock 
Green beat that same year. 


THE LAND 
Fae em fe 
SAT 15 APR SPM, MON 24 APR 10PM 
1997 | David Leland | 111 mins | 12 

ANNA FRIEL, RACHEL WEISZ 

This war-time drama and FilmFour 
production sees three girls from 

diverse social strata relocated to a 
small farm to help out while the boys 
are off doing their soldierly duty. One 
lucky lad stays behind to find all 

three girls quite prepared to do their bit 
for the war effort by lying back 

and thinking of England. Shot in 
gorgeous English countryside complete 
with romps in the hay, a bizarre love- 
quadrangle and the sight of ANNA FRIEL 
and RACHEL Weisz sharing a bath-tub. 


THE LAST DETAIL 

SAT 25 MAR 2AM, SAT 22 APR 2.55AM 
1973 | Hal Ashby | 100 mins | 18 

JACK NICHOLSON, OTIS YOUNG 

A Robert Towne scripted story sees 
Jack NICHOLSON and OTIS YOUNG 
starring as two slacker sailors fighting, 
drinking and fornicating their way up 
the East Coast as they carry out 
orders to escort the fresh-faced con 
Ranby Quaip to the slammer. A crazy, 
driven, cynical Nicholson clearly 
relishes the excellent and filthy script 
which some have suggested contains 
the first movie reference to oral sex. A 
caustic film, angry at the dishonesty 
of ’70s America. 


sponeon FilmFou precuchons 


THE LAST LAUGH 

(DER LETZTE MANN) 

THUR 13 APR 4.45AM, MON 17 APR 
6PM 

1924 | FW Murnau | 72 mins | no cert 
EMIL JANNINGS, MALY DELSCHAFT 

An old hotel doorman is devastated 
when the young manager demotes 
him to toilet attendant, making him a 
figure of contempt for his family — until 
he gets the last laugh. 


THE LAST SUPPER 


SAT 1 APR 10PM 

1995 | Stacy Title | 72 mins | no cert 
CAMERON DIAZ, RON ELDARD, 
ANNABETH GISH 


One of the most original plot ideas of 
the ’90s, this is a sharp political 
mickey-take. Five liberal students 
accidentally kill an ultra right-wing 
dinner guest and get to thinking, “What 
if... you had the opportunity to kill 
Hitler? What if... you could really make 
a difference rather than just buying 
animal-friendly mascara?” So, they set 
up a string of dinner parties with local 
extremists and soon the woolly minded 
liberals are losing their woolliness in a 
ruthless (and fascistic) way. Pokes as 
much fun at the PC brigade as at the 
right-wingers themselves. 


LEGEND OF THE 
OVERFIEND 

(AKA UROTSUKIDOII) 

FRI 21 APR 1.35AM 

1989 | Hideki Takayama | 103 mins | 18 
ANIMATION 

Hard-core animated monster mayhem. 
A supreme being’s promise of universal 
salvation is questioned when he kick- 
starts an orgy of sexual violence and 
global destruction. This is a sick world 
where girls are knicker-revealing waifs, 
sex climaxes in mutilation, and penis- 
envy is not just about size but number, 
too. Demons flail their appendages like 
horny Medusas and burst doe-eyed 
victims with their super-seed. Maximum 
gore, offensive and proud of it. 


A LIFE LESS ORDINARY 


Ty BRITISH 
tec FILM MONTH 


THUR 14 APR 8PM 
1996 | Danny Boyle | 99 mins | 15 
CAMERON DIAZ, EWAN MCGREGOR, 
HOLLY HUNTER 


The Trainspotting team head off to the 
States, minus the drugs but with Ewan 
McGrecor along for the ride. He picks 
up CamERON Diaz and together they 
head for the desert as kidnapper and 
willing victim, though McGregor’s 


sponsors FimFour productions 


shambolic Scot is woefully short of 
kidnap practice (“Listen, you daughter. 
| have your asshole”). A sub-plot of 
divine retribution and surprisingly 
aggressive angels (HOLLY HUNTER 
included) adds a fantastical, if slightly 
ill-fitting, twist to the chase The charm 
of the leads is a welcome refuge from 
the helter-skelter plot as it bucks and 
writhes across America. 


LIKE WATER FOR 
CHOCOLATE 

(COMO AGUA PARA CHOCOLATE) 
FRI 3 MAR 2.25AM 

1991 | Alfonso Arau | 109 mins | 15 

LUMI CAVAZOS, MARCO LEONARDI 

A mouth-watering Mexican fairytale 
flavoured with gastronomic sensuality 
and the magic realism of South 
American literature. Forced to remain 
at home and look after her battle-axe 
of a mother, Lumi Cavazos is helpless 
to prevent sweetheart MARCO LEONARDI 
from marrying her sister. But she has 
the ability to infuse her cooking with 
her emotions and stirring the pain, 
passion and love she harbours for him 
into some delectable dishes, she sets 
off an enchanting chain of events. 


THE LIVING END &yau* 
FRI 31 MAR 12.40AM 

1992 | Gregg Araki | 92 mins | 18 

MIKE DYTRI, CRAIG GILMORE 

It’s been called a gay Thelma & Louise, 
or a ’90s On The Road. But there’s no 
pigeonholing this outrageous, raunchy 
film and its bizarre characters. A 
muscle queen LA hustler and sensitive 
San Francisco film critic are both HIV 
positive, in love and on the run. Their 
slogan is ‘fuck the world’ and their 
road trip a rage-fuelled assault on an 
indifferent America. 
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LONDON 

SAT 8 APR 4.10AM 

1995 | Patrick Keiller | 82 mins | U 
PAUL SCOFIELD 


Writer and director Patrick Keiller’s 


startlingly original film is both a literary 
tour of London and a condemnation 
of Tory politics and its effect on our 
culture. PAUL SCOFIELD is the unseen 
ex-pat narrator who returns to Britain 
to research English Romanticism but 
finds himself caught up in the 1992 
General Election. 


THE LONELINESS OF 


THE LONG DISTANCE 
RUNNER & 


SPORTING LIi 
THUR 9 MAR 10PM, SUN 2 26 MAR 
2.20AM 


1962 | Tony Richardson | 100 mins | 15 

TOM COURTENAY, MICHAEL REDGRAVE, 
JAMES BOLAM 

Dramatisation of Alan ‘Saturday Night 
And Sunday Morning’ Sillitoe novella 
which launched Tom Courtenay as the 
system-bucking borstal boy locked in 
eternal conflict with progressive 
warden MicHaeEL Reparave. Offered a 
symbolic chance to display his hidden 
talents in a race against public 
schoolboys, this angry young man’s 
response still resonates as part of the 
post-war British cinema of the 
working-class anti-hero. 


| Jim Jarmusch’s latest film Ghost Dog: 


scattered through Night On Earth. 


Way Of The Samurai is 
an emotionally engaging thriller set in New York. Ghost Dog 
is a solitary hitman, played by Forest WHITAKER, who messes 
up a hit and is hunted by his mafiosi employers. Despite 
living in contemporary New York, Ghost Dog follows the 
ancient Japanese code of the samurai, which demand he 
obey his employers, even if they are a bunch of cartoon- 
watching incompetents. The cold professionalism of the 
hitman is softened by the same warm humour Jarmusch 


In Holy Smoke, Jane Campion directs a powerful erotic 
drama about one woman’s seduction by the Nirvana-laced 
teachings of a cult. KATE WinsLeT plays the strong, beautiful 
backpacker who returns from India convinced she has found 
the true path to enlightenment. Her family, disturbed by the 
change in her, call in lecherous ‘deprogrammer’ Harvey KEITEL 
to see if he can shake her from her piety. 


JOHN TORMEY AS LOUIE IN GHOST DOG 


THE LONG DAY 
CLOSES Fittoun 

WED 12 APR 8PM 

1991 | Terence Davies | 80 mins | PG 


MARJORIE YATES, LEIGH MCCORMACK 


In 1950s Liverpool, LEIGH McCoRMACK 
escapes to the cinema to avoid his 
brawling family and menacing school 
bullies — in short, everything that 
makes life miserable for a poor 
11-year-old scrambling towards 
puberty. Davies’s sequel to Distant 
Voices, Still Lives (page 19). 


M. BUTTERFLY 

FRI 17 MAR 3.45AM 

1993 | David Cronenberg | 97 mins | 15 
JEREMY IRONS, JOHN LONE 


In 1960s China, Jeremy IRONS has been 
in love with a Peking Opera star for 20 
years without realising she is, in fact, a 
man. Based on a celebrated French 
trial, and subsequent play, M. Butterfly 
is - in the hands of David Cronenberg 
— a study of erotic obsession. 


MACROSS PLUS 


EPISODE 1 SAT 4 MAR 7.15PM 
EPISODE 2 SAT 11 MAR 7.15PM 
EPISODE 3 SAT 18 MAR 7.15PM 
EPISODE 4 SAT 25 MAR 7.15PM 

1998 | Shoji Kawamori/Shinichiro Watanabe | 


38 mins, 37 mins, 40 mins, 35 mins | no cert 


Miraculous animation adventure about 


two test pilots whose childhood 
friendship has broken up over a girl, 
Myung, finding themselves competing 
for a place on an aeronautical 
development programme. Things 

get worse when Myung comes to 
town as the manager of pop star, 
Sharon Apple. But the men’s renewed 
animosity takes a back seat when 
Apple makes violent moves towards 
world domination and Myung’s 

safety is at stake. The original 1994 
feature film is shown here in four 
bite-sized episodes. 


MADE IN BRITAIN Fitton 
WED 12 APR 2.35AM 

1983 | Alan Clarke | 73 mins | 18 

TIM ROTH 

Directed by the late, great Alan Clarke 
(The Firm, Scum, page 42) this. is one 
of the toughest British films ever. A 
young Tim Roth startles as Trevor, the 
worryingly articulate 16-year-old 
skinhead, in a stiletto-sharp, neon-lit 
trawl through the underbelly of what 
they used to call ‘Fatcher’s Britain’. 
Throws a brick through the window of 
political correctness and leaves you, 
the audience, reeling. 


THE MADNESS OF 
KING GEORGE 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


FilmFour ln The Cinema 


This spring, two new films from FilmFour Productions hit the cinemas. Ghost Dog: Way Of The Samurai 
from cult director Jim Jarmusch and Holy Smoke from Jane Campion une Portrait Of A Lady) 
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JANE CAMPION’S DOUBLEBILL FEATURES SWEETIE ON MON 27 MAR 10PM AND THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY ON MON 27 MAR 12.20AM 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 
THE MADNESS OF 


FRI 28 APR 8PM 
1994 | Nicholas Hytner | 106 mins | PG 


MAITRESSE 

SUN 2 APR 1AM 

1978 | Barbet Schroeder | 108 mins | no cert 
GERARD DEPARDIEU, BULLE OGIER 


It’s French, it’s about a dominatrix and 


it stars GERARD DEPARDIEU. Stereotypes 
aside, it's a black, sexy comedy about 
a crook who breaks into the house of 
a professional maitresse. Romance 
follows, but despite his knowledge 
and collusion in his lady’s line of work, 
the inevitable happens: he wants to 
take her away from it all. But does she 
want to go? Apparently filmed in a 
brothel, with real clientéle. 


MANHUNTER wae 


FRI 3 MAR 10PM 

1986 | Michael Mann | 115 mins | 18 

KIM GREIST, WILLIAM PETERSON 
Intense, stylised thriller written and 
directed by Michael ‘Miami Vice’ 
Mann. Adapted from Thomas Harris's 
Hannibal Lecter novel, Red Dragon (in 
which the psychotic doctor is known 
as Lektor), it is prized over The 


KING GEORGE firitown 


J) NIGEL HAWTHORNE, IAN HOLM, HELEN MIRREN 


Originally titled The Madness Of King George III, but shortened so that 
American audiences wouldn't think it was a sequel, Nicholas Hytner’s 
touching biopic of the gonzo monarch shows British filmmaking at its 
irreverent best. The 18th-century king's madness, however, is just a starting 
point for Hytner’s shrewd comedy, moving on to explore the political intrigue 
around him: his bored heir the Prince Of Wales, the backstabbing parliament 
and a misguided doctor who attempts to ‘cure’ his escalating eccentricity. 


Silence Of The Lambs for its greater 
psychological subtlety. An FBI agent 
wrestles with inner demons resulting 
from a career of empathising with 
psychotic killers. As with Clarice 
Starling, he consults Lektor, here 
played by Brian Cox, who is nastier 
than Hopkins though his clipped British 
accent slices through the American 
drawl in a similarly chilling manner. 


MARTHA - MEET 
FRANK, DANIEL 

AND LAURENCE 

ppt ~ TheGuardian 
SUN 2 APR 9PM diac 
1997 | Nick Hamm | 84 mins | 15 

RUFUS SEWELL, MONICA POTTER, 
JOSEPH FIENNES, TOM HOLLANDER 
Post-Four Weddings British comedy- 
romance that follows formula of 
American babe meets English charmer. 
Only this time there are three charmers. 
Monica Potter is the girl with a one- 
way ticket to London, picked up by 
wide-boy music exec TOM HOLLANDER. 


He’s smitten, but unfortunately, after 
48 hours of coincidental meetings, so 
are his best friends Rurus SEwett (a 
moody out-of-work actor) and JOSEPH 
FieENNeEs (shy, sensitive, teaches bridge 
to old ladies). Let the best man win. 


MARY SHELLEY’S 
FRANKENSTEIN fin'tons 
WED 19 APR 12.35AM 

1994 | Kenneth Branagh | 118 mins | 15 
ROBERT DE NIRO, KENNETH BRANAGH, 
HELENA BONHAM CARTER 


Made after the success of Coppola’s 
Dracula, Branagh’s bite into cinema’s 
favourite allegorical horror followed 
the same formula: stick close to the 
book and spend, spend, spend. But 
this $45m monster romp struggled to 
recoup. A shame really, as it is a 
valiant attempt to reclaim Shelley’s 
profound fable from its shallow 
Hammer grave, helped enormously by 
the humanity of RoBert De NiRO’s 
misunderstood monster. HELENA 
BonHam Carter was the love interest 
on screen, and off as it turned out. 


MATINEE 

WED 22 MAR 6PM 

1993 | Joe Dante | 94 mins | PG 

JOHN GOODMAN, CATHY MORIARTY 


Fabulous spoof on Cold War monster 
movies. It’s the Cuban missile crisis 
and JOHN GoopMaN travels to Key 
West to show his film Mant! (“Half 
man, half ant, all terror“). Goodman 
triumphs as a joke-shop showman. 


MCVICAR Fitton 

TUES 18 APR 10PM 

1980 | Tom Clegg | 107 mins 118 

ROGER DALTREY, ADAM FAITH, CHERYL 
CAMPBELL 

Rocer Dattrey and ApAm FaitH head up 
this adaptation of the real-life story of 
the bank robber and Britain’s one-time 
most wanted, John McVicar who went 
on to become a journalist. 


MEET THE FEEBLES 
WED 5 APR 11.45PM 

1989 | Peter Jackson | 93 mins | 18 

DANNY MULHERON, DONNA AKERSTEN 
Puke ’em up comedy from NZ director 
Peter Jackson who pushes schoolboy 
humour to ultra-adult extremes. This 
replaces his Bad Taste debut’s blood 
and guts with shit and piss as it goes 
backstage at an am-dram production 
by a crew of egomaniacal animals 
(created with pleasingly vile prosthetics) 
on the verge of winning a TV contract. 
Like a lush Miss Piggy with the squits. 
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FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 


MICKEY ONE 

SAT 18 MAR 4.05AM 

1964 | Peter Jackson | 89 mins |A 

WARREN BEATTY, ALEXANDRA STEWART 
Edgy beat odyssey starring WARREN 
BEATTY as a sassy stand-up comic on 
the run from the mob in Detroit. The 
film throws you headfirst into a surreal 
dreamscape of hot dames, Felliniesque 
grotesques and Stan Getz jazz. A 
forgotten classic of dark Hollywood, 
on a par with Bob Fosse’s Star 80 and 
Nicholas Ray’s In A Lonely Place. 


THE MILKY WAY 


(LA VOIE LACTEE) Season 


TUES 21 MAR 12.35AM 

1968 | Luis Bufuel | 100 mins | 15 
LAURENT TERZIEFF, PAUL FRANKEUR, 
DELPHINE SEYRIG 


The pilgrimage to Santiago de 
Compostela in north-east Spain 
provides the setting for Bufuel’s 
mind-bendingly inventive diatribe 
against Catholicism. The sheer 
audacity of the director’s 
experimentation with time, as two 
pilgrims encounter figures from history 
should amaze. 


MINA TANNENBAUM 
WED 8 MAR 1.50AM 

1993 | Martine Dugowson | 123 mins | 12 
ROMANE BOHRINGER, ELSA ZYLEERSTEIN 
Heart-rending film dealing with the 
breakdown of friendships. ROMANE 
BoHRINGER and ELSA ZYLEERSTEIN are 
the chalk-and-cheese childhood pals 
whose relationship flounders under 
the pressures of adulthood. 
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MONSTER FROM 


GREEN HELL 

MON 6 MAR 4.50AM, SAT 25 MAR 
4.45AM 

1957 | Kenneth Crane | 67 mins | PG 
JIM DAVIS, ROBERT E GRIFFIN 


Mutant laboratory wasps are sent into 
space but crashland in Africa where 
they terrorise earthlings. 


MONTY PYTHON’S 
LIFE OF BRIAN Pinitoun 


MON 10 APR 4AM, SUN 23 APR 8PM 
1979 | Terry Jones | 90 mins | 15 


MICHAEL PALIN, JOHN CLEESE, ERIC IDLE 


History is re-written and sacred cows 
sacrificed as the Python team unleash 
their raucous alternative take on events 
from 2,000 years ago. Brian Cohen is a 
regular Jew, trying to get by in Roman- 
occupied Judea. But when he is 
mistaken for the Messiah and taken in 
by an inept anti-Roman political party, 
the camel dung really hits the fan. 


MS .45 fithana 

(AKA ANGEL OF VENGEANCE) 
TUES 25 APR 12.15AM 

1980 | Abel Ferrara | 84 mins | 18 
ZOE TAMERLIS, ALBERT SINKYS 


Ferrara, director of Bad Lieutenant 
(page 12) and (somewhat less 
famously) Nine Lives Of A Wet Pussy, 
skips down mean-street in this ultra- 
violent shoot-em-up. Having been 
raped twice in one day, a beautiful 
mute finds expression with a .45 
pistol, whacking every scumbag male 
she crosses. Imagine the pitch, Death 
Wish meets Children Of A Lesser God. 


OTHELLO fititonn 

THUR 20 APR 8PM 

1995 | Oliver Parker | 119 mins | 12 
LAURENCE FISHBURNE, IRENE JACOB, 
KENNETH BRANAGH 


LAURENCE FISHBURNE plays 
Shakespeare’s Moor as an exotic 
killing machine in this feisty 
production, where academic 
reverence is jettisoned for the 
tragedy’s raw emotion. Only a third 
of Shakespeare’s original dialogue 
has been retained, and most of that 
saved for KENNETH BRANAGH’S 
poisonous lago. It makes for a trim, 
focused adaptation seething with 
jealousy and lust. Branagh has his 
critics, but with the natural ease of 
his delivery, no one makes the Bard 
more accessible. 


BILL DOUGLAS 
TRILOGY 


MY AIN FOLK 
SUN 30 APR 9PM 

1973 | Bill Douglas | 53 mins | PG 
STEPHEN ARCHIBALD, HUGHIE 
RESTORICK, JEAN TAYLOR SMITH 


The godfather of the new British 
realism, Bill Douglas was born in 1934 
to immense hardship in a depressed 
mining town outside of Edinburgh. He 
came late to filmmaking, entering film 
school in 1969 and making his debut 
in 1972 with My Childhood, the first in 
an acclaimed, semi-autobiographical 
trilogy. This, the second part, finds 
nine-year-old STEPHEN ARCHIBALD 
coming to terms with the death of his 
grandmother and being taken in by his 
father’s mother before going into care. 


MY CHILDHOO 
SUN 30 APR 8PM 

1972 | Bill Douglas | 45 mins | PG 

STEPHEN ARCHIBALD, JEAN TAYLOR SMITH 
The first part of Bill Douglas’s influential 
trilogy harks back to his impoverished 
upbringing in early-’40s Scotland. 
Cinema was his only escape — he paid 
for it with the money he made from 
returning empty jam jars — and is the 
time of his life reflected most closely 
here as an eight-year-old living on the 
breadline with his half-brother and sick 
grandmother in a poor mining village. 


BILL DOUGLAS 
TRILOGY 


MY DINNER WITH 
ANDRE 


THUR 30 MAR 1.35AM 
1981 | Louis Malle | 107 mins | no cert 
WALLACE SHAWN, ANDRE GREGORY 


Ailing playwright WALLACE SHAWN 


meets wayward director ANDRE 
Grecory for dinner. And that, 
essentially, is it. Good job then that 
they prove stimulating company. Shot 
in close-up, the two consider the way 
their lives are going. As a dramatic 
device it’s devastatingly simple, the 
result unexpectedly compelling. 


MY WAY HOM 
SUN 30 APR 10PM 
1979 | Bill Douglas | 69 mins | 15 
STEPHEN ARCHIBALD, PAUL KERMACK, 
JESSIE COMBE 


BILL DOUGLAS 
TRILOGY 


The third part of Bill Douglas’s moving 
trilogy finds its hero now a young man, 
leaving home to become a miner. 
Redundancy forces him on to the 
streets, but a stint in National Service 
sets him back on track. Filmed in 
colour but printed in black and white 
like the previous movies, My Way 
Home has an elegant, charcoal-like 
quality that enhances the poignant 
truth of such autobiographical material. 


NADJA 

SAT 4 MAR 2.10AM 

1994 | Michael Almereyda | 89 mins | 15 
ELINA LOWENSOHN, PETER FONDA, SUZY 
AMIS, GALAXY CRAZE 


Vampire ELINA LOWENSOHN has a family 


to protect and ‘babies’ to make. 
Nutter scientist PETER FONDA will stop 
at nothing to foil her plan. Beautifully 
filmed New York East Village horror 
show from a hip, knowing director 
unafraid of the dark. 


THE NATURAL 2 onrno ure 
MON 13 MAR 10PM 

1984 | Barry Levinson | 132 mins | PG 
ROBERT REDFORD, ROBERT DUVALL, 
GLENN CLOSE, KIM BASINGER 


Given the fact that it’s a fancy-dress 


variant on rounders, it’s surprising the 
number of great movies that have 
been made about baseball. Pre-dating 
Bull Durham and Field Of Dreams, this 
offering unashamedly represents 
America’s favourite pastime as a slice 
of grand Arthurian mythology. ROBERT 
Reprorbp is the tragic stick-and-ball 
knight, Roy Hobbs. 


THE NAVY VS THE 


NIGHT MONSTERS 

SUN 12 MAR 4.20AM 

1965 | Michael Hoey | 85 mins | 12 

MAMIE VAN DOREN, ANTHONY EASTLEY, 
PAMELA MASON 


Strange trees found by an Antarctic 
patrol are shipped to a navy base 
where they thaw out as acid-spewing, 


man-eating monsters. A searing 
indictment of the top-secret botanical 
threat facing the US forces. 


NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


SAT 18 MAR 1.25AM 

1977 | Martin Scorsese | 157 mins | PG 
ROBERT DE NIRO, LIZA MINNELLI 

World War II has ended and in the 
euphoria young singer LIZA MINNELLI 
falls for the charms of a roguish jazz 
saxophonist, the predictably brilliant 
Rosert De Niro. Love soon blossoms, 
as do their respective careers, but the 
pressure of maintaining personal and 
professional lives becomes too much. 
A stylish, engaging love story. 


OTHELLO 
(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


PASSPORT TO 
PIMLICO Fitton 

SAT 8 APR 6PM, MON 24 APR 6PM 
1948 | Henry Cornelius | 81 mins | U 
STANLEY HOLLOWAY, MARGARET 
RUTHERFORD 


In the rubble of World War Il damage, 
residents of Pimlico discover official 
papers declaring them Burgundians, 
then cede from the UK to escape 
depressing post-war rationing and 
dullness. But, when Pimlico becomes 
an attractive destination for tourists, 
the authorities take drastic action to 
return the rebels to home rule. One of 
the most charming and féted Ealing 
comedies, with turns from dozens of 
beloved character actors hilariously 
sending up English stereotypes. 


PENITENTIARY 

FRI 24 MAR 2.20AM 

1979 | Jamaa Fanaka | 99 mins | 18 

LEON ISAAC KENNEDY, THOMMY POLLARD 


Blaxploitation flick, telling the story of 
jailed boxer LEON Isaac KENNEDY who 


shares a cell with a boxing trainer. 
Taking on all corners, he is soon the 
undisputed prince of the prison. 


PETER’S 

FRIENDS Fin'wonrn 

SAT 18 MAR 8PM, MON 27 MAR 
2.40AM, THUR 6 APR 3.50AM 

1992 | Kenneth Branagh | 96 mins | 15 
STEPHEN FRY, EMMA THOMPSON, HUGH 
LAURIE, KENNETH BRANAGH 


The ultimate luvvie love-in, director 
and star KENNETH BRANAGH brought 
together himself and Emma THOMPSON; 
STEPHEN Fry and HUGH Laurie; RICHARD 
Briers and then man-of-the-moment 
Tony SLATTERY. Since most of them are 
graduates of Cambridge University’s 
famed Footlights society, a film about 
six friends getting together 10 years 
after the successful Footlights show 
may seem slightly indulgent. But their 
familiarity with each other (and a very 
witty script) only help to convey both 
the awkwardness of the reunion, as 
the group struggles to reclaim their 
former chemistry, and each other’s 
individual struggle with fame, fortune, 
loneliness and shattered expectations. 


THE PHANTOM OF 
LIBERTY e8sox 

(LE FANTOME DE LA LIBERTE) 
TUES 4 APR 10PM 

1974 | Luis Bufuel | 100 mins | 15 
ADRIANI ASTI, MICHEL PICCOLI 


Long-established as the one of the 
Surrealist movements’ most 
accomplished filmmakers, Luis Bufuel 
here casts form to the wind and 
presents a series of isolated scenes 
each one concerned — at various 
levels of apparency — with freedom. 
Best known of these, and a good 
index to the film’s mixture of 
playfulness and perversity, is the 
dinner party, in which guests are 
seated on toilets, occasionally retiring 
to a little room to eat. 

DOUBLETAKE: 


PIRANHA &enmr 

WED 5 APR 10PM 

1978 | Joe Dante | 90 mins | 18 

BRADFORD DILLMAN, HEATHER MENZIES, 
KEENAN WYNN 


Fish with big teeth tuck into bikini- 
clad horror fodder. Leading the post- 
Jaws stampede, this cult offering is 
elevated by John Sayles’s winking 
script and satisfyingly scary direction 
from The Howling’s Joe Dante. A killer 
shoal of CIA-developed mutant 
piranha is released into the waterways 
of a holiday resort. 
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in pesociation with 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 
RAISING ARIZONA 


FRI 10 MAR 8PM 

1987 | Joel Coen | 91 mins | 15 
NICOLAS CAGE, HOLLY HUNTER, 
JOHN GOODMAN 


A terrific comedy from the Coen 
Brothers. Exhibiting a hangdog, 
redneck gormiessness that 
regrettably disappeared from his 
repertoire once he started pumping 
iron, NicoLas Cace plays Hi 
McDonnougbh, an infertile, 
incompetent thief in love with 
drooling, drawling HoLLy HUNTER. 
When she demands a baby, Hi 
kidnaps a quintuplet, triggering 
comic-book events as he fends off 
old criminal buddies, the law and a 
biking mercenary from hell, who all 
have a vested interest in the 
toddler. Sharp, inventive and 
hilarious, the cast includes Coen 
regulars M Emmett WALSH, FRANCES 
McDormand and JOHN GoopMAN. 
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THE PLAYBOYS 

THUR 16 MAR SPM, WED 26 APR SPM 
1992 | Gillies MacKinnon | 104 mins | PG 
ALBERT FINNEY, AIDAN QUINN, ROBIN 
WRIGHT 


Harking back to a time when television 


had not yet taken hold of pubs and 
lives, Gillies MacKinnon’s gentle film 
revolves round a group of travelling 
actors and their effect on a small Irish 
village in the 50s. AIDAN QUINN is a 
blue-eyed charmer whose blarney has 
an instant effect on unmarried mother 
Rosin WriGHT. But at the same time, 
he enrages her musty suitor, 
policeman ALBERT FINNEY, and the 
respectably repressed villagers who 
are desperate to see their living 
embodiment of sin married off to a 
local. Stalwart support from the likes 
of ADRIAN DUNBAR and NIAMH CUSACK. 


THE PORTRAIT 

OF A LADY fimiion 

MON 27 MAR 12.20AM 

1996 | Jane Campion | 139 mins | 12 
NICOLE KIDMAN, JOHN MALKOVICH, 


BARBARA HERSHEY 


Henry James's pet theme of American 


innocence corrupted by crumbling 
European decadence is given another 
airing in this masterful adaptation. 
NicoLe KIDMAN is the sought-after 
heiress who turns down emotionally 
retarded RICHARD E Grant only to be 
persuaded to marry the vapid JOHN 
MALKOVICH by BARBARA HERSHEY (in a 
marvellously manipulative role). 
Campion takes risks - ably supported 
by a starry international cast — and the 
audience reaps the reward. 


THE POSSESSION OF 


JOEL DELANEY 
TUES 4 APR 2.15AM 

1971 | Waris Hussein | 103 mins | X 
SHIRLEY MACLAINE, PERRY KING, 
MICHAEL HORDERN 


Upscale Manhattanite SHIRLEY 
MacLaine realises her wayward 
brother is channelling a dead Puerto 
Rican killer’s soul. A bachelor-pad 
precursor to The Exorcist. 


PRINCE OF 
DARKNESS sat or susrense 
WED 22 MAR 10PM, THUR 20 APR 
3.15AM 

1987 | John Carpenter | 98 mins | 18 
DONALD PLEASANCE, JAMESON PARKER, 
VICTOR WONG, LISA BLOUNT 


Shot-on-a-shoestring but chilling 


nonetheless. DONALD PLEASANCE is the 
hangdog priest who discovers a 


mysterious cannister in the crypt of an 
abandoned church, Victor Wonc the 
professor who identifies it as 
containing a Satanic force, entombed 
millions of years ago and beginning to 
show signs of restlessness. 
Carpenter’s characteristic mix of 
schlock and snappy dialogue results 
in a smart, tense and genuinely scary 
take on good versus evil. 


PRINCESS CARABOO 
SUN 12 MAR 6PM 

1994 | Michael Austin | 97 mins | PG 
PHOEBE CATES, JIM BROADBENT, KEVIN 
KLINE 


Writer/director Michael Austin returns 
to the theme of outsiders mixing with 
aristos first explored in Greystoke: The 
Legend Of Tarzan. This time PHOEBE 
Cates is the castaway pitching up in 
1817 Bristol claiming to be the exotic 
Princess Caraboo. Social climbers Jim 
BROADBENT and wife are happy to take 
her in, but others, including their 
Greek butler (Cates’s real-life husband 
KEVIN KLINE) and journo STEPHEN REA 
wonder if she’s just an English 
servant-girl on the make. An astute 
social comedy based on a true story. 


PROJECT MOONBASE 
SAT 18 MAR 6PM 

1953 | Richard Talmadge | 63 mins | U 
ROSS FORD, DONNA MARTELL, HAYDEN 
RORKE 


A long time before Michael Foale 
joined the Russians on Mir, the makers 
of this film imagined what would 
happen if a foreign spy infiltrated an 
all-American mission to inhabit the 
moon. An hilarious vision of ’70s rocket 
science, fuelled by ’50s reds-under- 
the-bed paranoia, as the freedom of 
the entire democratic world is 
threatened by the actions of one man. 


P’TANG, YANG, 
KIPPERBANG | 


FILMFOUR, 
PRODUCTION 


SUN 30 APR 6PM 

1982 | Michael Apted | 77 mins | PG 

JOHN ALBASINY, ABIGAIL CRUTTENDEN 
Oh, for adolescent love in post-war 
England! Schoolboy JOHN ALBASINY 
dreams of cricket and his classmate 
ABIGAIL CRUTTENDEN but he has a rival 
for her affections in Maurice DEE. How 
can he compete when his 
catchphrase is “p’tang, yang, 
kipperbang” and Dee’s a seductive 
“mafiana”? Its eye for the details of 
young love will bring your own 
schoolday memories flooding back. 


‘sponsors FilmFour productions 


a frog would have no problem. 
AND YOUR FIRST KISS? 


WHAT WOULD IT BE? 


film can be perfect. 


WHO WOULD YOU TAKE? 


| remember that very well. | enjoyed it, but | think she was a little 
disappointed that | didn’t turn into a handsome prince. Let me tell you, 
when you’re a frog, you’re under a lot of pressure when you kiss and it’s all 
because of that handsome prince nonsense. No one can meet those kinds of 
expectations, no matter how good a kisser you are. 


WHO WAS YOUR FIRST SCREEN CRUSH? 

It has to be Miss Piggy. And her crush was so realistic that | bruised three 
ribs. I’ve had romantic scenes with lots of famous actresses, but | would 
have to say that Miss Piggy was the most... um... overpowering. 


IF YOU COULD MAKE AN APPEARANCE IN ANY FILM, 


| would love to be in the next Star Wars film. But | don’t think that’s going to 
happen. Unfortunately, they’ve already got their own little green guy. 


WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE FILM? 

| like a lot of movies... | hate to pick just one, but | think 
Casablanca is probably my all-time favourite. It has everything 
— romance, drama, intrigue, humour... No frogs but, | guess no 


IF YOU COULD TAKE ANYONE TO SEE A FILM, 


| think the safest way for me to answer that question would 
be to say Miss Piggy. But, if Dame Edna, Catherine Zeta Jones 
or any of the Spice Girls read this, give me a call. 


WHAT WAS THE FIRST FILM YOU REMEMBER SEEING? 
| think the first film | ever saw was The Wizard Of Oz. Fora 
tadpole, a film like that is incredible. That movie probably 
inspired me to go into show business. | figured if a tin man, 
a cowardly lion and a scarecrow could make it in Hollywood, 


in association with 


KERMIT’S DOUBLETAKE |S ON FILMFOUR ON WED 5 APR WITH THE FLY AT 8PM AND PIRANHA AT 10PM 


PUMP UP THE 
VOLUME 

SUN 5 MAR 2.15AM 

1990 | Allan Moyle | 95 mins | 15 


CHRISTIAN SLATER, SCOTT PAULIN, 
SAMANTHA MATHIS 


Intelligent teen-rebellion film starring 


husky-voiced, dual personality 
CHRISTIAN SLATER. By day he is Mark 
Hunter, a shy, studious New Yorker 
lost in suburban Arizona, hugging the 
shadows at Hubert Humphrey High 
school. But at night, he is Hard 
Harry, rebel rouser and pirate DJ 
galvanising the student population 
with teen anthems and solutions to 
their adolescent angst. Slater’s 
remarkable, convincing performance 
elevated this from just another 

90s bratpack film to something far 
more forceful. 


RAGING BULL Soro ure 


WED 8 MAR 10PM 

1980 | Martin Scorsese | 124 mins | 18 
ROBERT DE NIRO, CATHY MORIARTY, 
JOE PESCI 


Rosert De Niro won an Oscar for his 


heavyweight performance as the 
boxer Jake La Motta in Scorsese’s 
masterpiece. La Motta was violent 
both in and out of the ring, his 
relationships with women suffocated 
by jealousy and paranoia. These flaws 
are portrayed superbly by Scorsese 
and the fight scenes are breathtaking. 
By the end, the physical and 
emotional punches have come so 
thick and fast, you have to check 
yourself for bruises. 


RAISING ARIZONA 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


RAMBLING ROSE 

WED 15 MAR 8PM 

1991 | Martha Coolidge | 107 minutes | 15 
ROBERT DUVALL, DIANE LADD, LAURA 
DERN 

A great ensemble piece set in the 
Deep South, in 1935. A couple (RoBerRT 
Duvatt and DIANE Lapp) take in an 
extremely wayward teenager, LAURA 
Dern, and try, gently, to tame her and 
curb her over-generous sexuality. Rose 
becomes a fantasy figure for their 
young son, Lukas Haas, but she’s 
more interested in Duvall, and in series 
of stunning scenes, fails to seduce 
him. Coolidge’s film — from Calder 
Willingham’s autobiographical novel — 
is warm, non-judgemental and utterly 
natural. It might have helped that Ladd 
is Dern’s mother and they had worked 
together on Wild At Heart. 


MARCH-APRIL FILMFOUR 41 


THE RECKONING fFin'tonn 
THUR 20 APR 10.15PM, SUN 30 APR 
1.20AM 

1969 | Jack Gold | 106 mins | 18 

NICOL WILLIAMSON, ANN BELL, PAUL 
ROGERS 


With its storyline and grim, evocative 
realism, it’s impossible to ignore The 
Reckoning’s importance to Mike 
Hodges’s subsequent Get Carter. A 
middle-aged businessman, his identity 
lost between hard-earned affluence 
and working-class roots, recognises 
his true colours when he returns to 
Liverpool, buries his murdered father 
and goes after the gang responsible. 
Fascinating piece that charts the 
uneasy social mobility of post-war 
Britain while putting a cynical boot 
into the Summer Of Love’s hippy chic. 


A pa INA 
GOLDEN EY 

WED 29 MAR 3. bly 

1967 | John Huston | 104 mins | 15 
MARLON BRANDO, ELIZABETH TAYLOR 


MaRrLON BRANDO is the married army 
officer with desires for a young 
colleague in this tale of simmering 
sexual tension in a sweltering Deep 
South army base. ELIZABETH TAYLOR 
plays Brando’s frustrated wife, who 
finds relief in the arms of another 
officer, BRIAN KEITH. A strange, but 
engaging curiosity. 


REFORM SCHOOL GIRL 
MON 20 MAR 1.45AM 

1993 | Jonathan Kaplan | 79 mins | 18 
AIMEE GRAHAM, MATT LEBLANC 
Kaplan’s remake of a 1957 
exploitation pic has AimMEE GRAHAM 
(Heather's sis) taking the rap for her 
boyfriend and ending up in reform 
school. Lesbian lust and run-ins with 
butch wardens follow enlivened by the 
presence of Friends heartthrob Matt 
LEBLANC as the bad-boy lover. 


RIDE IN THE 
WHIRLWIND 


SAT 18 MAR 11.45PM 

1966 | Monte Hellman | 82 mins | U 

JACK NICHOLSON, CAMERON MITCHELL, 
MILLIE PERKINS 


Jack Nicholson wrote and stars in this 
western tale as one of three lonesome 
cowpokes chased by a leathery lynch 
mob who mistake them for stagecoach 
robbers. Made in tandem, and with 
the same cast as The Shooting (page 
43) this is an enjoyable romp through 
Utah’s rocky outcrops, without its big 
brother’s weird edge. 
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WAY OUT 
WEST 


ROBOT MONSTER 

SAT 11 MAR 6PM 

1953 | Phil Tucker | 62 minutes | U 

GEORGE BARROWS, GREGORY MOFFETT 
Notorious sci-fi Z-movie and made for 
a budget of either $20,000 or $50,000, 
depending on who you believe, 
Tucker’s 3-D film simply ‘borrowed’ 
large chunks of One Million Years BC 
and tells the tale of the last six people 
on earth having to confront the terrible 
alien Ro-Man (a man in a gorilla suit 
and a diving helmet). With some kind 
of continuity error in practically every 
scene, Robot Monster is as dizzyingly 
inept, and therefore enjoyable, as 
anything Ed Wood made. 


RUBY 

THUR 6 APR 2AM 

1992 | John MacKenzie | 106 mins | 15 
DANNY AIELLO, SHERILYN FENN, DAVID 
DUCHOVNY 


Danny AIELLO — City Hall (page 16) - 
hasn’t had the leading roles his mighty 
talents deserve, but he gets the 
chance to show off his versatility in 
this portrait of Jack Ruby, the strip- 
joint owning, mob-running assassin. 
John MacKenzie’s compelling thriller 
whips up a cocktail of fruity 
conspiracy theories (with stripper 
SHERILYN FENN as the plot's swizzle 
stick) to explain Ruby’s hit on JFK 
killer, Lee Harvey Oswald. 


RUBY IN PARADISE 
MON 20 MAR 3.05AM 

1993 | Victor Nufiez | 108 mins | 15 
ASHLEY JUDD, TODD FIELD, BENTLEY 
MITCHUM 


Self-discovery, love and the struggles 
of getting there are the difficult issues 
facing ASHLEY JuDD when she leaves 
home and settles in sunny Florida. It’s 
anything but an easy ride, however 


Judd is patient, weathering the 
emotional storms sent her way, 
persevering and learning from her 
mistakes. Despite relying on familiar 
movie territory, this is more sensitive 
and believable than the usual 
coming-of-age film. 


LE SAMOURAI 

(THE SAMURAI) 

TUES 21 MAR 4.10AM, WED 29 MAR 
2.05AM 

1967 | Jean-Pierre Melville | 100 mins | PG 
ALAIN DELON, NATHALIE DELON, 
FRANCOIS PERIER 


This drop-dead gorgeous thriller with 
A.aiN DELON as a hired gun revels in 
minimalism and director Melville’s 
mania for 1930s gangster flicks. The 
film’s marriage of noir and Zen still 
proves inspirational to a host of top 
directors from Brian De Palma and 
Paul Schrader to Quentin Tarantino 
and John Woo. 


SAVIOUR OF THE SOUL 
FRI 17 MAR 2.10AM 

1992 | David Lai/Corey Yuen | 89 mins | 15 
ROSAMUND KWAN, SHIRLEY KWAN, 
ANDY LAU 


Hong Kong comic-book high jinks set 
in the 21st century starring genre 
favourite, ANDY LAu. He plays an 
ambitious soldier who whups a host 
of evil enemies in his search for love 
and fortune. High-octane action, 
bizarre storylines and some fabulous 
special powers ensure a highly 
enjoyable romp of which the first ten 
minutes are unmissably manic. 
ROSAMUND Kwan (Aunt Yee in the Once 
Upon A Time In China series) brings 
her usual elegance to the dizzying 
proceedings. Written by Wong Kar- 
Wai, director of Chungking Express. 


SCUM Fin'itonrs 

WED 12 APR 3.50AM 

1979 | Alan Clarke | 92 mins | 18 
RAY WINSTONE, MICK FORD, PHIL 
DANIELS, JULIAN FIRTH 


First produced as a TV drama for the 
BBC in 1977, it was shelved for being 
both “too realistic” and a “work of 
fiction”. Later re-made by the same 
director especially for the cinema, 

this bleak yet darkly comic analysis of 
life in the British borstal system 
follows the rise to power of the tool- 
wielding inmate Carlin (a stunning 
performance from the young Ray 
Winstone). Politically and aesthetically, 
Scum was one of the most influential 
British films of the ’70s. 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 
® 2) & Re 


SMOKE 


THUR 16 MAR 11.55PM, TUES 25 APR 8PM 
1995 | Wayne Wang/Paul Auster | 108 mins | 15 
HARVEY KEITEL, STOCKARD CHANNING 

The stories of a group of people whose lives 
are connected by a Brooklyn cigar shop. 
Avuncular owner Harvey KeiTet lends a 
sympathetic ear to his customers while 


SFW 

WED 22 MAR 3,05AM 

1993 | Jefery Levy | 91 mins | 18 

STEPHEN DORFF, REESE WITHERSPOON, 
JAKE BUSEY 


Slouching out of the Slacker scene in 


early-’90s America, this is an anti- 
consumerism movie from the Gen X 
generation. Foul-mouthed STEPHEN 
DorrF becomes a media sensation in 
the wake of a convenience-store 
siege, which is televised for 36 hours. 
A phenomenally profane film that 
leaps up and down in your face like 
an obnoxious adolescent. 


THE SHAWSHANK 


REDEMPTION 

WED 1 MAR 12AM, SUN 12 MAR 8PM 
1994 | Frank Darabont | 137 mins | 15 

TIM ROBBINS, MORGAN FREEMAN, BOB 
GUNTON 


Adapted from a story by Stephen 


King, this first-time feature from Frank 
Darabont (The Green Mile) is an 
irresistible prison drama that 
intelligently promotes the 
unquenchable human spirit. 
Mistakenly convicted of murder, 
bookish banker Andy Dufresne, Tim 
Rossins, is sentenced to a lifelong 
stint inside Shawshank. His time is 
made bearable by the superbly 
developed friendship with prison fixer 
Red, MorGAN FREEMAN, and the 
Samaritan possibilities afforded his 
position as the bent governor’s 
accounts launderer. Despite the trust 
he has garnered, however, Dufresne 
still harbours the hope of springing 
from sing-sing. 


indulging in his hobby — photographing the 
same street scene every day. Amiable and 
accomplished performances all around, 
particularly WiLLIAM Hurt who thinks Keitel’s 
pictures are identical, until he sees his now- 
dead wife in one. Written by Paul Auster 
whose reputation for immaculate, intricate 
plotting is justified here, while the actors do 
much to warm up his sometimes cold eye. 
"| A subtle work about how coincidence and 
0000 Bm) the smallest details can change lives. 


THE SHOOTING war" 
SAT 11 MAR 12AM 

1966 | Monte Hellman | 81 mins | PG 

MILLIE PERKINS, JACK NICHOLSON 
Filmed simultaneously with Ride In the 
Whirlwind (page 42) JAcK NICHOLSON 
dominates this menacing western 
about two cowboys (WaRREN Oates and 
WILL HuTCcHINs) tracking an unknown 
man at the instigation of MILLIE PERKINS. 
Despite an increasing sense of fear 
and loathing, they feel compelled to 
continue their quest. Powerful, with a 
totally unpredictable ending. 
SIMON OF THE 
DESERT 

(SIMON DEL DESIERTO) 2usc5n 
TUES 14 MAR 12.20AM, SAT 15 APR 
4.50AM 

1965 | Luis Bufuel | 86 mins | 12 

CLAUDIO BROOK, SILVIA PINAL 

Chaotic but impassioned religious 
satire with several characteristically 
surreal Bufiuel flourishes. Fourth- 
century monk Simon (CLAUDIO BROOK) 
has spent six years on a podium 
committed to resisting the sins of the 
flesh, which come principally in the 
form of comely devil Sitvio PINAL. 
Miraculously transported to a New York 
club, however, and Simon's resolve is 
weakened. Short if not always to the 
point and deliriously anarchic. 


SLEEPER 


TUES 21 MAR 6PM 

1973 | Woody Allen | 84 mins | PG 

WOODY ALLEN, DIANE KEATON, JOHN BECK 
Woopy ALLEN transfers his New York 
neuroses to the 21st century in this 


terrific sci-fi spoof. Cryogenically 
resuscitated, Allen is caught up with a 
group of political rebels in a futuristic 
fantasy land populated by old 
favourites DIANE KEATON and JOHN 
Beck. Sublime slapstick mixed with 
Allen’s razor wit sustains the hilarity, 
while some standout moments — 
notably the orgasmatron and orb party 
— are comedy benchmarks. Watch for 
Allen’s prophetic vision of GM foods. 


SMOKE 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 
SOLOMON AND 
GAENOR 


aan ee A GAENOR) 


FILM MONTH sconsors FimFour productions 


WED 26 APR 10PM 

1998 | Paul Morrison | 98 mins | X 

IOAN GRUFFUDD, NIA ROBERTS, SUE 
JONES DAVIES 

TV premiere of this FilmFour 
Production transports the Romeo and 
Juliet story to Wales. Set at the turn of 
the century, it relates the doomed 
affair between miner’s daughter Nia 
Roserts and Jewish immigrant, loan 
GruFFUDD. The struggle to overcome 
their families’ prejudices becomes a 
matter of survival after anti-Jewish 
riots force them apart. The relatively 
inexperienced Roberts and Gruffudd 
give revelatory performances, imbuing 
their poignant relationship with tender 
strength and frightened passion, while 
Morrison’s refusal to sentimentalize the 
setting’s rural poverty allows him to 
tackle the film’s racial issue with 
commendable intelligence. 
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SOME MOTHER’S SON 
THUR 9 MAR 8PM, TUES 18 APR 
12.25AM 

1996 | Terry George | 107 mins | 15 

HELEN MIRREN, FIONNULA FLANAGAN, 
AIDAN GILLEN, DAVID O'HARA 


In The Name Of The Father 
screenwriter Terry George moves 
behind the camera for this fictionalised 
account of 1981’s Maze Prison hunger 
strike. HELEN MIRREN is the pacifist 
unaware of her son’s IRA involvement, 
while staunch working-class 
republican FIONNULA FLANAGAN hates 
the soldiers who killed her husband. 
When their sons are imprisoned, the 
women band together as friends only 
to be faced with a terrifying moral 
dilemma when their hunger-striking 
boys lose consciousness and prison 
officials demand force-feeding to keep 
them alive. Heart-wrenching 
performances, especially from Mirren, 
in a morally complex, haunting film. 


SPACE MASTER X-7 
SAT 4 MAR 6PM 
1958 | Edward Bernds | 67 mins | A 


BILL WILLIAMS, LYN THOMAS, ROBERT 
ELLIS 


GATELLITE TERROR STRIKES THE EARTH; 


BILL WILLIAMS 
LYN THOMAS 
ROBERT ELLIS 


meaaiicore 


A space probe returns to earth 
covered in a fungus which threatens 
to take over the world. All the 50s 
B-movie staples are present, but 
beneath the melodrama there’s a 
tangible sense of cold-war paranoia. 


STARMAN sane c0srunse 
SAT 11 MAR 8PM, TUES 21 MAR 
10PM, THUR 30 MAR 6PM, FRI 7 APR 
8PM, SUN 23 APR 6PM 

1984 | John Carpenter | 111 mins | PG 
JEFF BRIDGES, KAREN ALLEN, CHARLES 
MARTIN SMITH 


An unusually sensitive choice of film 
for John Carpenter, who may have 
been influenced by the success of ET 
in directing this star-crossed love 
story. Oscar-nominee JEFF BRIDGES is 
the amorous alien who abducts KAREN 
ALLEN, assumes the appearance of her 
late husband and, on the way to his 
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spaceship, learns about love and the 
foibles of the human race (“I watched 
you very carefully. Red light stop, green 
light go, yellow light go very fast”). 


STELLA DOES 
TRICKS Pit'tiun 

MON 17 APR 1AM 

1996 | Coky Giedroyc | 93 mins | 18 
KELLY MACDONALD, JAMES BOLAM 
Trainspotting’s KELLY MACDONALD 
dazzles as a young Glaswegian 
prostitute trying to survive in London 
while dragging herself out of the 
gutter. But shaking off years of abuse 
is not easy. Ex-Likely Lad JAMES 
Bo.am features as a sleaze ball to 
make your skin crawl. A disturbing 
slice of realism from a director who 
honed her skills in documentaries. 


STRANGER 

FROM VENUS 

MON 6 MAR 6PM, WED 22 MAR 4.35AM 
1954 | Burt Balaban | 71 mins | U 

PATRICIA NEAL, HELMUT DANTINE 
Heavily influenced by 1951 US 
classic, The Day The Earth Stood Still, 
this moody sci-fi drama offers an 
intriguing insight into Britain’s 
approach to the genre. When the 
strange HeLMuT DANTINE appears in the 
English countryside, the locals are 
suspicious, and with reason. He’s on a 
mission to determine if the human 
race should be spared by Venus’s 
superior alien civilization. Things aren't 
looking too hopeful until he meets and 
falls for English rose, PATRICIA NEAL. 


4 STREETCAR 
AMED DESIRE 

tod 14 MAR 3AM 

1951 | Elia Kazan | 120 mins | 15 

VIVIEN LEIGH, MARLON BRANDO, KIM 

HUNTER, KARL MALDEN 


Elia Kazan’s intense adaptation of 
Tennessee Williams' tragedy still throbs 
with a bold sensuality. While MARLON 
BRANDO’s raw Stanley Kowalski 
dominates, it’s also worth watching for 
Kim Hunter’s turn as his wife Stella and 
VIVIEN LEIGH’s theatrical nympho 
Blanche. If it occasionally feels a little 
stagey, it merely heightens the sense of 
sweaty claustrophobia throughout. 


A SUMMER’S TALE 
(CONTE D’ETE) 

THUR 23 MAR 6PM 

1996 | Eric Rohmer | 109 mins | U 
MELVIL POUPAUD, AURELIA NOLIN 


The third in Eric Rohmer’s cycle of four 
sends shy maths grad Metvit PourAuD 


to a seaside town. While waiting for 
girlfriend AureLIA Noun to turn up, he 
opens up to waitress AMANDA LANGLET 
and gets down with her best friend 
GWENAELLE Simon. A sunny rib-tickler 
from Rohmer with a decent 
understanding of the mating game. 


THE SUNCHASER 

SUN 16 APR 12.15AM, FRI 21 APR 
3.20AM 

1995 | Michael Cimino | 117 mins | 15 ' 
WOODY HARRELSON, JON SEDA 

Deer Hunter director Michael Cimino 
revitalised a flagging career with this 
road movie. Woopy HARRELSON is a 
high-flying doctor kidnapped by dying 
prisoner Jon Sepa, who believes he 
can be cured only by returning to his 
Navajo homeland. Thematically and 
visually ambitious, in the face of 
Seda’s imminent death these two 
apparently irreconcilably divided 
figures forge an unexpected alliance. 


SUTURE 

THUR 30 MAR 3.25AM 

1994 | Scott McGehee/David Siegel | 
91 mins 115 

DENNIS HAYSBERT, MICHAEL HARRIS 


Two half-brothers meet for the first 
time at their father’s funeral. One 
(MicHAEL Harris) is a wealthy criminal; 
the other (DENNIS HAYSBERT) a poor 
builder. But when Haysbert is 
disfigured after Harris has tried to kill 
him, people think they are identical 
twins. All very odd, as Harris is white 
and thin, Haysbert black and stocky. 
Whether you enjoy this film noir 
depends on how you view the casting: 
ludicrous, or inspired. 


SWEETIE 
(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


10 RILLINGTON 
PLACE Pimitonm 

THUR 6 APR 10PM, MON 24 APR 
1.40AM 

1970 | Richard Fleischer | 107 mins | 15 
RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH, JOHN HURT 
Accurate account of the grisly goings- 
on at the infamous North London 
address. RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH is the 
outwardly normal John Christie, 
unprepossessing and middle-class 
with a secret predilection for rape and 
murder (not necessarily in that order). 
JOHN Hurt is Timothy Evans, the poor 
wretch unfairly condemned to death 
for one of the murders — that of his 
own wife. Filmed next door to the 
actual house for extra authenticity. 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 
SWEETIE eiminon 


MON 27 MAR 10PM, FRI 21 APR SPM 
1989 | Jane Campion | 97 mins | NR 


GENEVIEVE LEMON, KAREN COLSTON, TOM LYCOS, JON DARLING 


Jane Campion’s debut feature wildly signalled her arrival as a talented auteur. 
It’s a tale of two girls, fat and thin: chubby, hyperactive Sweetie (GENEVIEVE 
Lemon) and shy Kay (KAREN CoLsTon) are completely dysfunctional siblings 
battling for scraps of love and attention in a ramshackle part of town, 
complete with slovenly, deadbeat boyfriends. Push comes to shove when 
Sweetie’s outbursts and doomed song-and-dance routines provoke a 
potentially tragic outcome as Campion explores the surreal undercurrents 
that can lie beneath the surface of everyday life. 


THAT OBSCURE 
OBJECT OF DESIRE 
(CET OBSCUR OBJET DU 

DESIR) Season 

TUES 11 APR 10PM 

1977 | Luis Bufiuel | 100 mins | 15 
FERNANDO REY, CAROLE BOUQUET, 
ANGELA MOLINA 

Bufiuel’s last film starts as audaciously 
as it continues. A man empties a 
bucket of water over a woman 
standing on a train platform, then 
explains all to his fellow passengers. 
She is Conchita, the object of his 
desire, and the woman who has 
teased, tantalised but never fulfilled 
him. Bufiuel illustrates her fickleness 
and inconstancy (and by association 
that of all women) by casting two 
actresses in the role: CAROLE BOUQUET, 
all French chic and coolness, and 
ANGELA MoLina, the epitome of Spanish 
lustiness. Psychological sexual warfare 
or celebration of impenetrable 
womanhood: compelling viewing 
whichever way you look at it. 


THEY LIVE incr cisrense 
THUR 23 MAR 10PM, SAT 1 APR 2.25AM 
1988 | John Carpenter | 94 mins | 18 


RODDY PIPER, KEITH DAVID, MEG FOSTER 


This conspiracy theorist’s dream is 
actually Carpenter's sideswipe at the 
economics of the Reagan era. Misfit 
Roppy PiPer dons a pair of magic 
shades that reveal the true shape of 
the world complete with purple aliens 
who have invaded, assumed human 
form and are running things just the 
way they like them — until Piper 
decides it’s time to fight back. A 
preposterous, B-movie premise, but 
entertaining all the same. 


THE THIRD MAN Pinion 


SAT 1 APR SPM, WED 12 APR 6PM, 
SAT 29 APR 6PM 

1949 | Carol Reed | 100 mins | PG 
ORSON WELLES, JOSEPH COTTON, 
ALIDA VALLI, TREVOR HOWARD 


Never again would Graham Greene 


lend his name to such a film — over 50 
years old but still utterly contemporary. 


Arriving in bleak, post-war Vienna, 
boozy pulp-writer Holly Martins (JosEPH 
Cotton) discovers that old friend Harry 
Lime (ORSON WELLES) has been killed in 
a mysterious car accident and 
determines to discover the truth. The 
astonishing camera work warrants a 
short book, the zither score lingers like 
old smoke, but dominating 
proceedings is the ominous presence 
of Welles. Effectively the beginning of 
modern cinema. 


THIS SPORTING 
LIFE Sonne ure Fim monrn 

SUN 5 MAR 10.05PM, WED 19 APR 
10.20PM 

1963 | Lindsay Anderson | 129 mins | 15 
RICHARD HARRIS, RACHEL ROBERTS, 
ARTHUR LOWE 


The aggression that wins rugby league 
star RICHARD Harris success on the 
pitch brings him no favours in his love 
life. Yearning for the affections of his 
bereaved landlady RACHEL Roserts, his 
moments of sensitivity are not enough 
to sustain her interest through his 
lapses into brutal machismo. He’s also 
struggling with the ephemeral nature of 
his small-town fame and true status in 
a class-riven society. Harris’s emotional 
acrobatics spring the film from the 
constraints of the kitchen sink genre. 
Likewise, Lindsay Anderson leapt from 
here into the deranged fantasy of If... 


THE THREEPENNY 
OPERA (FRENCH VERSION) 
THUR 16 MAR 6PM 

1931 | Georg Wilhelm Pabst | 98 mins | PG 
RUDOLF FORSTER, CAROLA NEHER 
Wonderful expressionist version of 
Berthold Brecht/Kurt Weill musical 
masterpiece telling the story of Mack 
The Knife, a gentleman thief operating 
in London’s Dickensian docklands. 


THREESOME 

MON 13 MAR 4AM 

1994 | Andrew Fleming | 89 mins | 18 

LARA FLYNN BOYLE, STEPHEN BALDWIN, 
JOSH CHARLES 


Despite the title, there’s more talk than 
sex in this drama of three students. Due 
to catastrophic — and improbable - 
bureaucratic inflexibility, LARA FLYNN 
Bov-e is assigned to share rooms with 
JosH CHARLES and STEPHEN BALDWIN. 
Pretty soon, it’s clear Boyle is interested 
in Charles but Charles prefers Baldwin 
who's keen on Boyle. Fleming 
negotiates it all without slipping into 
crassness and allows for the fact that 
human sexuality is a complex business. 
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FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 
TREES LOUNGE 


SAT 22 APR 8PM 

1996 | Steve Buscemi | 91 mins | 15 
STEVE BUSCEMI, CHLOE SEVIGNY, 
ELIZABETH BRACCO 


Fresh from triumphs in Reservoir 
Dogs and Fargo, everyone’s 
favourite boss-eyed indie poster-boy 
wrote, directed and starred in this 
beautifully low-key study of a 
broken-hearted barfly wiling away 
his days in a down-at-heel Long 
Island tavern. On life’s fringes, he’s 
spurned by ex ELizABeTH BRAcco and 
enticed by jailbalt CHLOE Sevieny as 
he bounces from drink to drink, job 
to pointless job. According to 
Buscemi, film success stopped him 
from leading a similar lifestyle - 
circumstances which make the 
even-handed approach to the story 
doubly impressive. 


THX 1138 

MON 6 MAR 1AM 

1970 | George Lucas | 95 mins | 15 
ROBERT DUVALL, DONALD PLEASENCE, 
MAGGIE MCOMIE 


Rosert DuvaLt runs foul of a system 
which encourages its populace to 
consume and conform. George 
Lucas’s dystopian debut looks into a 
future where sex is illegal, individuals 
have numbers rather than names, 
computers are God and cops are “just 
there to help”. Amazingly, this premise 
didn’t score as big with the kids as 
Star Wars. The clinical sets and 
dehumanised characters eerily 
anticipate the directorial method 
Lucas was later to adopt for The 
Phantom Menace. 


TIME AFTER TIME 
TUES 11 APR 2.30AM 

1979 | Nicholas Meyer | 108 mins | 15 
MALCOLM MCDOWELL, DAVID WARNER, 
MARY STEENBURGEN 


‘Imagine! A scientific genius named 
HG Wells stalks a criminal genius 
named Jack the Ripper across time 
itself in the most ingenious thriller of 
our time!’ And he ends up in ’70s San 
Francisco where his search for the 
Ripper becomes a sideshow to his 
attempts to acquaint himself with 
modern life. Jack, meanwhile, is 
distressed to discover he’s no longer 
a freak, only an amateur in the art of 
serial killing. Slyly witty time-travel tale 
from the writer of Fatal Attraction. 
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THE TITFIELD 
THUNDERBOLT Pin'tonn 
SAT 15 APR GPM, TUES 25 APR 6PM 
1953 | Charles Crichton | 80 mins | U 
STANLEY HOLLOWAY, SIDNEY JAMES, 
GODFREY TEARLE 


Blunter than the studio’s best output, 


this Ealing comedy still has ample 
charm. A group of railway enthusiasts 
decide to run their beloved local line 
themselves in an attempt to prevent 
its closure, but the scam is threatened 
by a scheming bus company. 
Ironically, the actual Limpley Stoke 
line used in filming was later closed 
by British Rail. 


TOKYO FIST cau" 


FRI 21 APR 12AM 
1996 | Shinya Tsukamoto | 84 mins | 18 


SHINYA TSUKAMOTO, KOJI TSUKAMOTO 


Another bulletin from Tsukamoto’s 
damaged city brain. Hard-working 
salaryman SHINYA TSUKAMOTO bumps 
into his old schoolmate, a professional 
boxer, triggering an ugly descent into 
self mutilation, a twisted ménage a 
trois and the most violent boxing 
match ever filmed. 


TONITE LET’S ALL” 


SUN 2 APR 4,25AM 

1967 | Peter Whitehead | 69 mins | 15 
The ultimate Swinging London 
documentary, both in content and in 
the giddy, stylised way it was shot. 


But the gang’s all here: MICHAEL CAINE, 
JuLié CHRISTIE, DAVID HockNEY, Mick 
JAGGER, the insanely self-publicising 
ANDREW LooG OLDHAM and — less 
predictably - LEE Marvin. A period 
piece, but an important one. 
Whitehead himself went on to be the 
subject of Chris Petit and lain 
Sinclair’s highly controversial ‘fictional 
biography’ documentary, The Falconer. 


THE TRAIN 

SUN 19 MAR 6PM 

1964 | John Frankenheimer | 128 mins | PG 
BURT LANCASTER, PAUL SCOFIELD, 
JEANNE MOREAU, MICHEL SIMON 

It’s 1944 and Paris is about to be 
liberated. Sensing the game is up, 
Nazi general PauL ScoFiELD decides 
he’s not going home empty-handed 
and resolves to pick up some 
souvenirs, namely a trainload of 
French Impressionist paintings. Only 
one man can stop such a diabolical 
theft, railway inspector Burt 
Lancaster. Featuring stunning black 
and white cinemascope compositions. 


TREES LOUNGE 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


TROJAN EDDIE 
Pro J FILM MONTH 

SUN 16 APR 2.15AM . niga 
1996 | Gillies Mackinnon | 101 mins | 15 


RICHARD HARRIS, STEPHEN REA 


It’s not often that a film about rural 
Ireland skips the Celtic mysticism in 


favour of something grittier, uglier and 
more convincing. But this tragi-comic 
offers just that. A fast-talking, small- 
time conman, STEPHEN REA, falls foul of 
RICHARD Harris’s fearsome leader of a 
travelling clan. Harris grows more 
terrifying as the years pass. 


TRUE BLUE 
Efe | see arina wire 
MON 13 MAR 8PM 
1996 | Ferdinand Fairfax | 110 mins | 15 
JOHAN LEYSEN, DOMINIC WEST 


sponsors FimFour productions: 


Toffs versus Yanks in rowing guru Dan 


Topolski’s tale of Oxford’s remarkable 
victory in the 1987 Boat Race. In- 
fighting between the home-grown 
Sloanes and imported talent resulted 
in an American mutiny that (incredibly) 
dominated the papers for weeks. It 
was left to Brit grit to turn the tide. 


THE TURKISH 

BATH - HAMAM 

(IL BAGNO TURCO - HAMAM) 

SIMON CALLOW 

WED 29 MAR SUN 23 APR 2.25AM 
1997 | Ferzan Ozpetek | 94 mins | 15 
ALESSANDRO GASSMAN, FRANCESCA 
D'ALOJA, CARLO CECCHI 


The film’s publicity focused on the 
homosexual awakening of ALESSANDRO 
GassmaN, an Italian trapped in an 
unhappy marriage to FRANCESCA 
D’ALovA. It’s as much about her as it is 
him and the seductive effect Istanbul 
has on them both. Sensual, though not 
necessarily steamy, it makes a change 
to watch those supposedly passionate 


Italians being taught a thing or two. 


12 ANGRY MEN 

TUES 14 MAR 6PM 

1957 | Sidney Lumet | 92 mins | U 

HENRY FONDA, LEE J COBB 

It’s an open-and-shut case. The 
accused owns a knife identical to the 
murder weapon, two witnesses saw 
him do it. He’s poor, he’s black. If they 


give a quick verdict they'll still have 
time to catch the game. But then juror 
No8 (HENRY Fonpa) votes ‘not guilty’. 
Under Lumet’s invisible direction and 
Fonda’s assured performance, 12 
Angry Men remains a peerless 
courtroom drama, a showcase of 
faultless performances and an 
influence on everything from 


Hancock’s Half Hour to The Simpsons. 


TWIN TOWN Pinion 
MON 10 APR 2.10AM 

1997 | Kevin Allen | 95mins | 18 
LLYR EVANS, RHYS IFANS 


The Lewis twins (LtyR Evans and RHys 


IFANS) are the scourge of Swansea. 
Known locally for their weakness for 
drugs and joyriding, the boys find a 
new way to waste time when their 
builder father is injured on a job and 
refused compensation. A bitter, violent 
feud follows, with the twins inventing 
ingenious methods of exacting 
revenge. Brutal black comedy. 


TWO WEEKS IN 
ANOTHER TOWN 


TUES 4 APR 6PM 
1962 | Vincente Minnelli | 102 mins | U 


KIRK DOUGLAS, EDWARD G ROBINSON 


Minnelli’s appropriately over-the-top 
dissection of fame, failure and 
disillusionment in the movie world. 
Kirk DouGLas stars as washed-up 
Hollywood actor Jack Andrus, fresh 


out of the sanatorium, dubbing shoddy 


Euro co-productions at Cinecitta and 
desperate to make a comeback. 
Cheap, cynical and enjoyable. 


THE UGLY Sia" 

FRI 14 APR 12.30AM 

1997 | Scott Reynolds | 89 mins | 18 
PAOLO ROTONDO, REBECCA HOBBS, 
ROY WARD 


Horror movie with an original spin. 


Reynolds steals that thriller staple 
(female psychologist trying to 
understand serial killer’s mind gets 
drawn into his sick world) but has a 
battery of experimental tricks up his 
sleeve to shock and surprise us. 
Flashbacks, visions, unsettling time 
shifts and trippy colour switches pitch 
us headlong into the killer’s mind. 


UNDER THE SKIN Pinto 


THUR 13 APR 11PM 
1996 | Carine Adler | 79 mins | 18 


SAMANTHA MORTON, CLAIRE RUSHBROOK 


A 19-year-old girl (played with stark 
honesty by SAMANTHA MorTon) 
escapes the pain of her mother’s 


death in the rough fumblings of sordid 
sexual encounters. First-time director 
Adler’s exploration of promiscuity’s 
double-edged capacity to revitalise 
and deaden is a revelation. With a 
naturalism that harks back to ’60s 
kitchen-sink dramas. 


THE USUAL 
SUSPECTS &iiinow 

SAT 1 APR 12.40AM 

1994 | Bryan Singer | 91 mins | 15 

KEVIN SPACEY, GABRIEL BYRNE, 
STEPHEN BALDWIN, CHAZZ PALMINTERI 


One of the iconic films of the 1990s 
that brought one of the decade’s 
greatest actors, Kevin SPACEY, to 
mainstream attention. He bagged a 
best-supporting-actor Oscar for 
playing the survivor of an explosion of 
a docked ship. Under interrogation 
from curious cop CHAzz PALMINTER, it 
seems he was one of a criminal gang 
who had plotted a drug heist from the 
boat which went spectacularly wrong. 
But this summary doesn’t even begin 
to do justice to the way Christopher 
McQuarrie’s labyrinth of a script 
remade the classic noir. Perspective 
shifts and ‘unreliable’ narration flesh 
out a film of remarkable ingenuity and 
stylistic brio. At the heart of it all lies 
the mysterious Keyser Soze, a 
gangster who seems to be a cross 
between Dracula, Genghis Khan and a 
drug lord, a criminal of mythological 
proportions. Not just a must-see film, 
the twisted ending makes it a must- 
see-again. 


VELVET GOLDMINE 
ES BATS rn TheGuardian 
SUN 23 APR 10PM 

1997 | Todd Haynes | 118 mins | 15 
JONATHAN RHYS MEYERS, EWAN 
MCGREGOR, TONI COLLETTE 

A brazenly ambitious whirl through the 
music scene of the ’70s, borrowing 
from the lives of its omnisexual icons 
to create a film completely in tune with 
the energising epoch that was Glam. 
Taking its structure from Citizen Kane, 
a reporter is dispatched to find out 
whatever happened to pop star Brian 
Slade, who faked his own death on 
stage at the height of his fame. This 
investigation explores the love 
between Bowie-alike Slade, and Ewan 
McGrecor’s trailer-trash singer Curt 
Wilde, who combines the scrawny 
vulnerability of Lou Reed with the 
knob-out naughtiness of Iggy Pop. 
Velvet Goldmine is a celebration of 
camp at its most acid and decadent. 
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‘sponsors FimFour productions. 


FILMFOUR HIGHLIGHT 


1992 | Ron Shelton | 111 mins | 15 


VIGO - PASSION 
R LIFE 


FO 
2h fe Entec | ay ty - Pant our produstons 


SUN 9 APR 8PM, TUES 25 APR 10PM 
1997 | Julien Temple | 99 mins | 15 
ROMANE BOHRINGER, JAMES FRAIN, 

JIM CARTER 

Showing for the first time on British 
screens, this is a rose-tinted biog of 
Jean Vigo (JAMES FRAIN) from Julien 
Temple, director of The Great Rock ’N’ 
Roll Swindle. Vigo was a gifted French 
filmmaker who completed just a handful 
of films before his death at the age of 
29. He was haunted by the mysterious 
death of his anarchist father and a 
childhood spent in a series of grim 
boarding schools. His first feature, the 
highly defiant Zéro De Conduite, 
rocked the French establishment and 
was banned until 1945, while his 
second and final, L’Atalante (page 12), 
is famous for its poetic view of love. 
Temple chooses to focus on Vigo’s 
own love life, clearly wanting to show 
how his passion for his wife Lydu 
influenced his filmmaking and drove 
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WHITE MEN CAN’T JUMP Sonn ure 


SAT 11 MAR 10PM, MON 20 MAR 11,50PM 


WESLEY SNIPES, WOODY HARRELSON, ROSIE PEREZ 


Director Ron Shelton has based his career on making movies about sport: 
baseball in Bull Durham, golf in Tin Cup and basketball here. But while the 
boys with their toys get the wise-cracking, responsibility-shirking roles, their 
women usually walk off with the film. WesLey SNIPES and Woopy HARRELSON fit 
the brief exactly as the black and white basketballing con team who fleece 
their fellow hoods on Venice Beach, while Rosie Perez excels as Harrelson’s 
trivia-minded girlfriend dreaming of a Jeopardy TV quiz show appearance. 


him to take risks on screen. It works 
up to a point, highlighting Vigo’s 
rebellious and impetuous nature. 


VILLAIN 

FRI 28 APR 1.45AM 

1971 | Michael Tuchner | 94 mins | 18 
RICHARD BURTON, DONALD SINDEN, 
NIGEL DAVENPORT, IAN MCSHANE 


Unexpected, Performance-inspired 


trawl through ’60s London’s sleazy 
underworld written by the usually 
amiable team of Dick Clement and lan 
La Frenais. An odd, but successfully, 
cast RICHARD Burton is Vic Dakin, a 
brutal gay psychopathic gangster 
unhealthily obsessed with his mother 
and DONALD SINDEN a libidinous MP 
open to blackmail. 


THE VIOLENT COP 


(SONO OTOKO KYOBO NI TSUKI) 
THUR 2 MAR 12.50AM 

1990 | Takeshi Kitano | 98 mins | 18 
TAKESHI KITANO, HAKU RYU 


‘Beat’ Takeshi has a reputation for 


directing violent thrillers of searing 


brilliance, and this is undoubtedly one 
of his best. The director himself stars 
as an uncompromising cop 
determined to clean up the streets and 
punish his corrupt police colleagues. 


LES VISITEURS 

TUES 21 MAR 8PM 

1993] Jean-Marie Poiré | 102 mins | 15 
CHRISTIAN CLAVIER, JEAN RENO, 
VALERIE LEMERCIER 


The highest-grossing French film ever 
is a time-travelling farce. Denied the 
hand of his betrothed, noble JEAN 
Reno and his trusty vassal CHRISTIAN 
CLavieR want to go back in time to 
repair the relationship damage. 
Instead, an inept alchemist sends the 
pair to 1992 — cue slapstick 
opportunities with modern-day 
doppelgangers in this silly but amiable 
comedy with broad belly laughs and 
rustic humour. 


VOYAGE TO THE 
BOTTOM OF THE SEA 
WED 29 MAR 6PM 

1961 | Irwin Allen | 101 mins | U 

WALTER PIDGEON, JOAN FONTAINE, 
BARBARA EDEN 


Nautical sci-fi adventure on board a 
nuclear submarine. It’s actually more 
concerned with space than the sea 
bed, so wonders from the ocean floor 
are thin on the ground. WALTER 
PIDGEON is a Nelsonesque admiral 
determined to save the world from an 
earth-encircling radiation-belt blaze. 
Luckily, JOAN FONTAINE and FRANKIE 
AVALON are on hand to help rescue 
mankind, as is a large Polaris missile. 
Fast-paced fun that later became a 
cult TV series. 


WES CRAVEN’S NEW 
NIGHTMARE 

SAT 11 MAR 3.20AM 

1994 | Wes Craven | 108 mins | 18 

ROBERT ENGLUND, HEATHER LANGENKAMP, 
MIKO HUGHES, WES CRAVEN 

Freddy's back, and this time he’s a 
post-modern monster who inhabits 
our everyday lives, not just our 
dreams. Wes Craven, director of the 
original Nightmare On Elm Street, 
though none of the increasingly dire 
sequels, returns to create a world 
where fantasy meets reality. Wes and 
Freddy actor ROBERT ENGLUND appear 
as themselves and the plot revolves 
around the filming of a final 
Nightmare. The forces of evil 
embodied by Freddy, upset at his 
death in the last sequel, take revenge 


on all those involved in his creation. 
Even smarter than Scream. 


WHERE THE 
SIDEWALK ENDS 

WED 1 MAR 4AM, WED 8 MAR 6PM 
1950 | Otto Preminger | 91 mins | A 
DANA ANDREWS, GENE TIERNEY, GARY 
MERRILL, KARL MALDEN 


Broody slice of '50s noir directed by 
the man responsible for The Man With 
The Golden Arm. DANA ANDREWS is a 
maverick cop who, in a sudden rush 
of violence, offs a man, so embarking 
upon his own dark night of the soul. 
Forming the background is a 
menacing New York through which 
Andrews roams, terrorized by the 
memory of his own actions. 


WHIRLPOOL 

TUES 7 MAR 6PM, TUES 21 MAR 
2.35AM, THUR 27 APR 6PM 

1949 | Otto Preminger | 93 mins | A 

GENE TIERNEY, JOSE FERRER 

Otto Preminger’s films always show 
the cracks behind the glamour set's 
marble facade, and this consummate 
noir is no different. When wealthy Gene 
TIERNEY seeks help for her shoplifting 
habit from crooked hypnotherapist 
JOseE FERRER, she wakes up to find 
herself accused of murder. 


WHITE MEN 
CAN’T JUMP 


(SEE HIGHLIGHT) 


THE WICKER MAN 
SATURDAY FILM MONTH 

SAT 8 APR 12.05AM, THUR 20 APR 
1.45AM 

1973 | Robin Hardy | 84 mins | 18 
EDWARD WOODWARD, CHRISTOPHER 
LEE, BRITT EKLAND 


One of the best British films of the 
’70s, with unmistakable similarities in 
structure to Get Carter. When 
Presbyterian policeman Eowarp 
Woopbwepb travels to a Scottish isle in 
search of a missing girl, he encounters 
a pagan community rife with rampant 
sexuality, sacrificial ritual and the 
deadly charms of CHRISTOPHER LEE. 
Now such a cult, the love song Brant 
EKLAND sings to entice Woodward has 
been covered by the Sneaker Pimps. 


WILD STYLE 

TUES 18 APR 4.15AM 

1982 | Charlie Ahearn | 79 mins | 15 

‘LEE’ GEORGE QUINONES, PATTI ASTOR, 
SANDRA ‘PINK’ FABARA, FAB FIVE FREDDY 


Documentary-style slice of hip-hop 


culture featuring the legendary graffiti 
artist LEE QUINONES and GRANDMASTER 
FLASH on the wheels of steel. An 
authentic portrayal of the birth of a 
scene and infinitely cooler than its 
contemporary movies, Beat Street 
and Breakdance. 


THE WIND 

AND THE LION 

TUES 7 MAR SPM, SUN 26 MAR 6PM 
1975 | John Milius | 114 mins | PG 

SEAN CONNERY, CANDICE BERGEN, 
BRIAN KEITH 

Big Wednesday (page 13) director 
John Milius took a few liberties with 
his true-story inspiration to elevate a 
diplomatic mole-hill into this dune- 
sized desert adventure. When 
Moroccan Berber chief SEAN CONNERY 
kidnaps headstrong American CaNnDICE 
Bercen and her kids, Teddy 
Roosevelt, BRIAN KEITH, decides to get 
them back. Looking a million dollars 
and choc-full of epic values and 
action set pieces, this is adventure 
cinema at its best. The sweeping 
score is by Jerry Goldsmith, one of his 
18 Oscar nominations. 


FOUR 


WHICH FILM IS 
THIS STILL 
FROM? 


FILMFOUR 
COMPETITION 

TONE PUBLISHING 

79 PARKWAY, CAMDEN 
LONDON NW1 7PP 


WOLFEN 

WED 5 APR 3AM 

1981 | Michael Wadleigh | 110 mins | 18 
ALBERT FINNEY, GREGORY HINES 
Woodstock director, Wadleigh walks 
the precarious line between stylised 
and pretentious in this police/horror 
hybrid. ALBERT Finney is investigating a 
series of murders and gets caught up 
in a loopy world of Indian legends, wolf 
spirits and sub-plots about the 
insidious nature of western capitalism. 


WRESTLING ERNEST 
HEMINGWAY 

SUN 5 MAR 8PM, THUR 23 MAR 
1.30AM, TUES 18 APR 2.15AM 

1993 | Randa Haines | 117 mins | 12 
ROBERT DUVALL, RICHARD HARRIS 

Old sea dog RICHARD Harris is shouting 
over the silence of his loneliness. He 
finds an audience in RoBeRT DUVALL’s 
retired, retiring Cuban barber and the 
two swap small talk that’s loaded with 
reticent regret. Drama unfolds as they 
seek solace in the arms of SHIRLEY 
MACLAINE and a young, scene-stealing 
SANDRA BULLOCK. The older Duvall gets, 
the more you want to hug him. 


COMPETITION 
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COMING UP IN MAY/ JUNE 
Extreme InMay 


FilmFour continues its quest to the outer limits of human experience 
with the premiere of the highly explicit Dogme 95 movie, The Idiots. 


THE IDIOTS 
NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD 


NAKED MADNESS IN DOGME 95 MOVIE THE IDIOTS 


PORNO MAGNATE PROSECUTED IN THE PEOPLE VS. LARRY FLYNT 


Reel Lives 


Delve into some of the most intriguing lives ever 
lived in this season of biographical films. 


Highlights from this season include 


ED wooD 
WILDE 
THE PEOPLE VS. LARRY FLYNT 


Tarantino Season 


With Reservoir Dogs, he blew a hole in the film industry. 
With Pulp Fiction, he redefined it. But there is more to 
Tarantino than just these two decade-defining films. 
This season will feature works he has scripted, starred 
in, directed, produced and inspired. 


Highlights from this season include 
SWINGERS 


THINGS TO DO IN DENVER WHEN 
YOU’RE DEAD 


VIRILE VEGAS BLOW-OUT IN SWINGERS 


FOUR | 4. 


Bia vae 


QUEER AS FOLK 2 


SAME MEN. NEW TRACKS. 


“hj 


‘MUSIC FROM AND INSPIRED BY 
THE BRAND NEW TWO PART SPECIAL 
CD RELEASED 14 FEBRUARY 


THE BESTSELLING QUEER AS FOLK CD TO ACCOMPANY SERIES ONE IS STILL wvsece QB 


TOP JOBS FOR TOP 


If you're a top banana, visit topjobs.net and get 
the pick of the top jobs - with the top companies. 
Register on-line and we'll even e-mail details of 
new job opportunities the minute they become 
available. You'll also get lots of information about 
every job - and every employer - so you can choose 
the jobs that are best for you. Now doesn’t that 


sound tasty? 


topjobs.net 


Obs net TOP JOBS with TOP COMPANIES 


